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All families are invited to join us for a fun night of roller skating at Penn 
Skates, 2210 High Tech Road (across from the airport). LOGOS will provide 

some light refreshments and other snacks will be available for purchase. 
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Centering Prayer Workshop 
Saturday, January 17, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 

Lunch will be provided 
  

You have the opportunity to participate in an unusual and memorable experi-
ence that will revolutionize how you pray! 

Sister Therese of the Bethany Retreat Center in Frenchville, PA, will lead a 
Centering Prayer workshop at our church on Saturday, January 17, from 9-3. 

Sister Therese is a certified teacher of Centering Prayer and has worked 
with founder Father Thomas Keating.  She has been leading retreats on this 

contemplative prayer practice since 1986.  

Centering prayer gives depth and new meaning to other kinds of 
prayer.  Often we think of prayer as “talking” to God, but prayer is also listen-

ing to AND being with God.  In the tradition of the Psalms, we will learn a 
method to help us “be still and know.” (Psalm 46:10)   It takes practice and 
discipline to develop an inner stillness that leads to an interior awakening 
and the workshop will help us learn to listen, be still, and open to God.  

If you are interested in knowing more, please contact Joel Blunk or Monica 
Manning, chair of our new Spiritual Formation Ministry Unit.  To register, 

call  (238-2422) or email (office@scpresby.org) the church office. 
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The Session has approved a three-month sabbatical for associ-
ate pastor, Joel Blunk, for the upcoming months of March, 
April, and May for much needed rest and renewal.  Recently, 
Joel applied for and received a sabbatical grant from the Louis-
ville Institute, enabling him to pursue a self-titled Wilderness 
Sojourn.  From his grant proposal he writes, “Wilderness So-
journ was chosen for its literal and metaphorical mean-
ings.  Like Jesus’ desert fast and mountain retreats, the desert 
mothers and fathers of our early church practiced immersion 
into wild lands as a way of not only disengaging from the so-
cial world for a time, but to traverse inner landscapes as well.  I 
plan to follow in their footsteps by traveling into wild lands 
afar and at home to seek refuge and inner awakening.”  The 
time will include an 8-day silent retreat on the island of Iona in 
Northwest Scotland to hike and learn of Celtic spirituality first 
hand.  Joel’s family will join him there for Holy Week and to 
participate in the Iona ecumenical Christian community.  Other 
planned experiences include local hiking and camping and a 
four-day vision quest in the deserts of southern Utah.  The Per-
sonnel Ministry Unit will ensure that Joel’s duties are covered 
in his absence.  
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On Thursday, January 22 from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM, Chuck 
Curley's Pastor's class will reconvene for a new semester in 
Westminster Hall.  All are welcome to attend, whether you 
have taken part in the past or not.  We are proceeding with a 
study of the Protestant Reformation.  Last semester we looked 
at the Roots of the Reformation and studied Martin Luther and 
the Reformation in Germany.  This semester we turn our atten-
tion to Switzerland, beginning with Zwingli and the Anabap-
tists.  We will then proceed to our Presbyterian progenitor, 
John Calvin and the "Reformed" branch of the Reforma-
tion.  Next we will move to Scotland with John Knox, and then 
to the England of Henry VIII.  The class is lecture format, 
heavily illustrated, with weekly handouts.  All classes are re-
corded and available on CD's.  Please consider joining us for 
one or all Thursdays from January 22 to May 14.    
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Sunday, January 4 - Holy Communion 

Sunday, January 11 - Ordination and Installation 

Sunday, January 18 

Sunday, January 25 - Annual Congregation Meeting 
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Every Wednesday, 5:00 PM in the Martin Room 

Annual  
Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, January 25, 2009 
10:00 AM 

The 632nd Meeting of the 
Huntingdon Presbytery will 
be held at SCPC on Satur-
day, January 31 beginning 
at 9:30 AM. SCPC Mem-
bers may come and ob-

serve the meeting. 
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C ongratulations of the congregation on the baptism of: 

Mason Davis Evans, son of Grayson and Suzanne 
(Davis) Evans, November 30, 2008 

S ympathy of the congregation to friends and family on the 
death of: 

Clarence Kulp, November 27, 2008 at age 102 

Phyllis Smith's sister, November 29, 2008 

Ginny Hill's brother, in early December 

C ongratulations of the congregation on the birth of: 

Cassidy Lynne, a granddaughter to Mike and Jan 
Mahar , on December 8, 2008 
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Preparation for the significant rite of passage known as 
Confirmation begins in a month for ninth graders and up 
interested in joining the church.  If you, or someone you know, 
is ready to learn more about our church, grow in your faith, and 
consider officially joining this congregation, please call the 
church office to register.  Confirmation Sunday will take place 
on Pentecost, May 31.  
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Consider a journey to explore four ways of nurturing a 
balanced sense of Self on a retreat scheduled for the weekend 
of February 27th & 28th, 2009.  To grow in faith, wellness, and 
relationship to the God of Creation, we will look in the four 
directions – North, South, East, and West 
-  for guidance and inspiration.  This 
retreat will serve a secondary purpose of 
establishing leadership & nurturing elders 
for the Girls’ Rites of Passage retreat in 
May. This retreat is intended to be 
intimate and intense.  There are 
accommodations for 12.  Please contact 
Kim Hunziker (hunzie@aol.com or 355-
8798) or Joel Blunk (onejtb@aol.com or 238-2422) for 
registration information or questions. 
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Thank you to all who worked to make our 81st Annual 
Christmas Candlelight Services a wonderful Advent 
experience. In particular, we would like to thank Joanne 
Chuckran for the use of historic candelabras; Casey Hovick for 
designing the beautiful candlelight display for the communion 
table; the lesson readers: Blair Malcom, Jordan Poole, Ann 
McLaren, Katie Koch, Rebecca Koch, Sonya Miller, Cheryl 
Price, Jim Harbison, Grace Tothero, Katie Poole, Megan Bell, 
Ginny Rainey, Ben Nasal, Sarah Tothero, Linda Morrow, and 
Sara Birmingham. We also thank the many SCPC members 
who played in the orchestra (14 out of 26 players were SCPC 
members) and, of course, the singers who put heart, soul and 
voice into the beautiful music. The services were a Spirit-filled 
gift to our congregation and the community. 
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The 2009 Progressive Dinner is sched-
uled for the evening of Saturday, 
March 21.  Please mark you calen-
dars NOW and watch for further infor-
mation regarding event sign-up in the 
February and March PresbyPost issues. 
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GIFT will meet Friday, January 9 and Friday, January 30 at 
11:30 in the Fireside room. Please bring  a lunch and join us. 
Coffee is always served. Our first book for the new year is 
"Falling Leaves" by Adelilne Yen 
Mah. We will discuss this book at 
our meeting on Jan. 9. We will then 
be reading "Angry Housewives 
Eating Bon Bons" by Lorna Land-
vik. We will discuss this book at 
our Jan. 30 meeting. If you have 
any questions please contact Deb 
Becker at 692-7572. 
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Young at Heart will meet Friday, January 16, 2009.  The pro-
gram will be very interesting.  Mr. Hobart Kistler will tell us 

about some fascinating things 
that he has done in his young 
life  Come at 5:00 PM for social 
time and a potluck dinner at 5:30 
PM.  Bring a covered dish of 
meat, vegetable, salad or dessert 
and your own table ser-
vice.  Newcomers are always 
welcome.  Don't forget to wear 
your name tag.  Questions?  Call 
Ron or Hope Coder (238-8717).  
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Oops!! The following names were inadvertently omitted 
from the recently published Membership Directory.  Please 
cut this out and add it to your copy. 

  
Smeal:                                       237-6939 
Mrs. Tonya and Mr. Tim 
Zach and Amber 
143 Margaret Circle 
Bellefonte, PA   16823 
  
Warner:                                    234-8623 
Mrs. Amy and Mr. Jeff 
Ethan 
116 Gibson Place 
Port Matilda, PA  16870 
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We are into a new year already!  With it comes a fresh array of 
adult education opportunities. We trust you will find them in-
formative and helpful on life's journey of faith.  Classes are  
10:15-11:00AM.  As this is written in mid December there may 
be some additions and/or changes.  Please check your church 
bulletin every Sunday to verify the offerings. 
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Praying Hands, a prayer shawl small group, will resume meet-
ing in January and there is an open invitation to join us at any 
time.  The focus of this small group is praying through the 
process of creating shawls, knitted, crocheted, sewn, weaved, 
quilted or by any other technique.   No experience in making 
shawls is necessary. 

Gatherings include praying together as a group and in silence, 
time to work on shawls, ceremonies for blessing completed 
shawls, praying for the recipi-
ents of the shawls, and sharing 
our stories as we journey on this 
ministry. 

The prayer shawl ministry was 
started by a group of women 
who participated in the first 
Women’s Leadership Institute at 
Hartford Seminary, Hartford, 
CT in 1998.  Shawls were knit for women with breast cancer, 
new mothers, women with illness, friends and family members 
and in celebration of birthdays, anniversaries and personal tri-
umphs.  The reasons to create and give a shawl are as numer-
ous as the people who make and receive them.  The ministry 
has spread and those who wear and make the shawls are con-
nected with people throughout the world. 

Praying Hands meets the 3rd Saturday of the month from 9:00 
to 10:30 AM in the church library.  The dates of the winter 
meetings are  Jan 17, Feb 21, March 21 and April 18. 

If you are interested in becoming part of this group or if you 
have questions, contact Maura McConnell at 867-5544. 

Begin to Knit,  
and God will show you the pattern  

and give you the yarn. 
Adapted from a German Proverb 
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The recent holidays caused everyone’s energy and excitement 
to grow!   We had a wonderful time with holiday activities: 
cooking, singing, creating crafts, etc.  We encourage you all to 
stop by the rooms to see some of the things the children have 
made.  We are in need of your help, though.   If any of you 
know anyone who may be interested in attending Stay and 
Play, PLEASE give them our number (237-1154) or pass their 
name and number on to us.  We are low in our enrollment – 
running at about 80% and our budget was created with the as-
sumption of 90% enrollment.  We could use your help to ad-
vertise how wonderful Stay and Play Preschool is! 

FYI:  We have moved the annual Kid Stuff Sale from Decem-
ber to April.  So if any of you are cleaning out your house in 
preparation for new items, please think of us.  We would love 
to have your donations for the sale come April!  If you can hold 
the items for us until Spring -wonderful!  If you really need it 
out of your house now…please talk with Laura Steager, Direc-
tor.   

Thank you all for all your prayers and support of this Preschool 
Ministry! 

Class descriptions: 

"Improving Handicap Accessibility Within Churches" First 
a video will illustrate how churches around the country ap-
proach this problem.  Here in our own church there is an eleva-
tor which greatly assists the handicapped.  However we now 
have the means to allow persons to enter Westminster Hall 
without using stairs.  Max Sutterlin worked on part of it for his 
Eagle Scout project.  This improvement will be demonstrated 
for us.  Meet in Westminster Hall   

"Insights into Mission Life and its Aftermath" Elizabeth 
Brady, a lecturer at Penn State, discusses her past mission ex-
perience in West Africa.  This has given her background for her 
novel, "The Unlikely Missionary".  Elizabeth also served as 
Press Officer for World Vision UK during the Rwanda crisis of 
the 1990's.  Later, living in New Orleans with her family, she 
handled media relations after Katrina for the Episcopal Diocese 
of Louisiana.  Share these experiences in Westminster Hall.  

January 4 11 18 25 

Improving Handicap Accessibility x    

Insights into Missionary Life  x x  

Congregational Meeting - No Classes    x 

Class Offerings 
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Penn State Classes begin January 12, 2009.  The College-Age 
Ministry Committee (CAM) has a great line-up of continued 
ministry to provide fellowship, fun and spiritual growth oppor-
tunities here at SCPC.  Each week, students receive an email to 
let them know what’s going on at the church.  Here is a sam-
pling of what each email includes:   

· Agape  on Thursdays,   6:00-8:00 PM in the Fireside 
Room.  Dinner at 6:00 PM.  

· Tuesday Lunch -  12:30 PM on campus   
· Voices of Praise - leads worship about once a month. Prac-

tices several weeks before leading worship. 
· Spring Break Mission Trip -  We’re heading to Washing-

ton, DC this year for Spring Break to work in and learn 
more about needs in our nation’s capital.  Brochures avail-
able in the Fireside Room or outside the main office.  

 

Let’s all make sure students who visit us know they are wel-
come and encouraged to be part of the great ministry offerings 
here at SCPC.   

What great outreach opportunities for each of us:    Each Sun-
day, YOU have the opportunity to be part of this outreach min-
istry by welcoming those students sitting near you in church.  
Make sure they know about all of these opportunities, and en-
courage them to feel welcomed in this family of faith.  Please 
feel free to share a WPF brochure with students you greet. 
WPF brochures may be found in the back of the sanctuary. 
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Our Mission Ministry Unit is in the process of formalizing a 
team to begin the Living Waters of the World Project.  Living 
Waters is based in Mississippi and equips churches and other 
organizations for the building and establishment of clean-water 
filtration systems in needy areas around the world.  A two to 
three year commitment by our church is needed to help make 
this happen.  Tod and Donna McPherson are on our leadership 
team to be trained and sent out.  We are looking for at least one 
other person to join them.  If you are interested please speak 
with Kristen Saacke-Blunk or Katherine Allen of MMU. 
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Thank you to everyone who braved the cold weather outside 
the Corner Room to ring the bell for the Interfaith Mission 
Wishing Well project. Because of your enthusiastic bell ring-
ing, our congregation helped to raise $1081.00 dollars for the 
Interfaith Mission in just three days! The Wishing Wells are 
the biggest fund raiser for the Interfaith Mission. The money 
raised, along with annual contributions from participating con-
gregations like SCPC, is used to meet emergency basic human 
needs for low income residents of our county. Please visit the 
Interfaith Mission website at  

http://interfaithmission.centreconnect.org/index.htm  

to learn more. In tough times it is especially heart warming to 
think that so much good can be done a quarter or dollar at time! 
Thank you! 
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Equal Exchange donates 15 cents of every pound that Presbyte-
rians purchase to the Presbyterian Small Farmer Fund.  The 
PCUSA uses this fund to support small farmer sustainability 
projects through grants.  The total amount for 2007 was 
$23,500, which is administered through the Presbyterian Hun-
ger Program.  The grant projects enable farmers to better care 
for the land, conserve resources, and improve their income and 
diet.  It also reduces health risks from cooking smoke, a serious 
problem with conventional cooking methods.  You can learn 
more at http://www.equalexchange.coop/pcusa .   If you would 
like to find out how to purchase Fair Trade coffee, tea & 
chocolate products available through Mission Ministry Unit’s 
C o f f e e  P r o j e c t ,  c o n t a c t  D i a n a  M a l c o m 
(dmalcom@scpresby.org or 238-2422). 
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Wondering what it all means?  Wish you had a better grasp of 
where your life is headed - or  is supposed to head?  Thinking 
you just need some time to think, pray and listen to what God 
is calling your life to be about? 

Join Diana Malcom and Kim Hunziker on a quick journey 
through those questions (& more) on an overnight retreat Sun-
day into Monday, January 18 & 19 at Camp Blue Dia-
mond.  There is lodging for 12 and plenty more space to ac-
commodate those who would prefer to sleep at home. Please 
consider donating up to $15 (as you are able) to help cover 
retreat and supply expenses.  Please contact Diana 
(dmalcom@scpresby.org or 238-2422) or Kim Hunziker 
(hunzie@aol.com or 355-8798) for more information and to 
sign up! 
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Our Mission Ministry Unit is working with a new idea to de-
velop a local spring break mission trip for the week of March 
10-14.  We know the needs are great right here in our commu-
nity and so hope to work with area food banks, Habitat and 
other agencies to make a difference in Centre County.  If you 
are interested in getting involved and helping, plan to attend 
our next meeting, Tuesday evening, January 6 at 7 PM in the 
Martin Room.  If you are unable to attend, please speak with 
Joel Blunk or Katherine Allen.  
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Mission Associate (P/T): We are seeking a Mission Associate. 
This staff person will serve SCPC by facilitating and supporting 
growth of our church community's mission and outreach. A part-
time position Mon-Fri, flexible schedule, 20 hours weekly, occa-
sional evenings and weekends. The ideal candidate must have 
excellent oral and written communication skills, be highly organ-
ized and able to multi-task. Proven strength in project develop-
ment and management, team building and community organizing. 
Proficient with Microsoft Office and multi-media programs. Ex-
perience working with volunteers; youth and adults. Background 
in social justice and communications preferred. Prior mission ex-
perience a plus. Interested candidates should submit their cover 
letter and resume with references by January 5th to the church 
office or mail in to: Mission Associate, State College Presbyterian 
Church, 132 W. Beaver Avenue, State College, 16801.  
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 Ron Gilligan 
888 W. Pine Grove Rd. 
PA Furnace, PA  16865 
814-237-0468 
 
 
Elizabeth Essinger-Hileman 
1218B S. Pugh St. 
State College, PA  16801 
937-597-5338 
ere123@psu.edu  
 
 
Laura Essinger-Hileman 
217 Atherton Hall 
University Park, PA  16802 
937-597-5344 
lee5014@psu.edu  
 
 
Chad Hazel-Kepler and Kathryn 
Miller 
1955 Fairwood Lane 
State College, PA  16803 
814-777-3968 (Chad) 
814-360-7847 (Kathryn) 
chadhk@gmail.com (Chad) 
katedm@gmail.com (Kathryn) 
 
 
Carol Nelson 
330 Toftrees Ave. Apt. 349 
State College, PA  16803 
610-442-8806 
cnelson349@gmail.com  
 
 
Ben Peck 
4507 D Nittany Apts. 
600 E. Pollock Rd. 
State College, PA  16801 
412-445-7947 
bwp5023@psu.edu  
 
 
Robert and Karen Shute 
2415 Cobble Court 
State College, PA  18603 
814-237-7143 
reshute@comcast.net (Bob) 
kshute@pfginc.com (Karen) 
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Elizabeth Essinger-Hileman and Laura Essinger-Hileman 
join us by Letter of Transfer from Belle Center United Presbyte-
rian Church in Belle Center, OH.  Beth and Laura are sisters 
who grew up in the Methodist and then the Presbyterian church 
where both parents are now pastors outside of Philadelphia. 

Beth is a Graduate Student/Teaching Assistant in Chemistry.  
She did her undergraduate work at the University of New Ha-
ven in CT.  She is already involved here at SCPC in WPF and 
CAM, and her hobbies include reading, board games, commu-
nity service, cooking and baking. 

Laura is a Junior at Penn State in Secondary Education.  She 
is also involved with WPF and, in addition, enjoys working with 
the LOGOS program.  She enjoys reading, and playing and 
listening to music. 

Chad Hazel-Kepler joins by Letter of Transfer from Howard United Methodist 
Church.  He was born and raised in Centre County and now lives and works in 
State College.  When he left Howard to come to PSU his parents became farmers.  
Chad is a Psychiatric Counselor at Mount Nittany Medical Center and his hobbies 
include reading and video games. 

Chad and Kathryn Miller , who joins by Confession of Faith, plan to be married 
here at SCPC in May.  She is a full time Graduate Student in Bloomsburg in 
Speech Language Pathology.  Until the age of 10 she attended the United Church 
of Christ, but since then has not been active.  Her hobbies include drawing and 
writing. 

As Chad and Kathryn prepare for their life together they were looking for a church 
to call home and we’re happy they have found SCPC. 

Ron Gilligan joins by Confession of Faith.  Ron is familiar to SCPC members in his 
role as auctioneer for the Deacons’ One Great Hour of Sharing Auction.  Ron, who 
was raised in the Catholic Church, graduated from Penn State, liked it here and 
decided to make State College his home.  He has enjoyed getting to know folks at 
SCPC.  Ron’s wife Megan joined in the Spring but Ron’s busy work schedule pre-
vented him from joining until now.  Their young son RP was baptized here recently 
and they are happy to be settled here.  Ron loves his work as an auctioneer and in 
his spare time he enjoys golf and fishing. 

Carol Nelson joins us by Letter of Transfer from First Presbyterian Church in Beth-
lehem, PA.  She found SCPC as a Penn State student (her brother introduced her 
to SCPC) and she graduated last spring with a degree in Music Education.  While 
she was a student here she was active as a Chrysalis Leader and a Middle School 
Sunday School teacher.  She is now a Music Teacher in the Bellefonte Area School 
District and she enjoys playing the flute, arts and crafts and Penn State football. 

Ben Peck joins by Letter of Transfer from Community House Presbyterian Church 
in Pittsburgh, PA where his father is pastor.  Ben is an undergraduate student in 
Engineering.  He started coming to SCPC when he came to Penn State, liked it and 
has been active in the College-Age programs and, this year, as a FISH Leader. 

Robert and Karen Shute join us by Reaffirmation of Faith.  Bob has a varied 
church background -- he was raised in an Altoona Methodist Church and attended 
some other churches.  Half of his family has a Catholic background and half the 
family is from the Fundamentalist Baptist Church.  As a child he attended the 
Catholic Catechism and visited synagogue with friends.  Bob is now retired and 
enjoys gardening, landscaping, reading and fishing.  Karen grew up in a southwest-
ern PA Presbyterian Church.  Since they’ve lived in the State College area and 
been involved in the community for a number of years, they have gravitated to 
SCPC at holiday time with friends.  They have enjoyed the services and wanted the 
connection to the church.  Karen is self-employed as a Financial Consultant and 
enjoys tennis, bridge, and reading. 
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