
The FISH annual Spaghetti Dinner will be held on Saturday, 
February 14, 4:30 - 7:30 PM.  You will start the evening with 
hors d’oeuvres and entertainment in Westminster Hall.  When 
your table is ready you will be escorted to the Social Hall where 
you will be served dinner.  The chefs are FISH kids, the servers 
are FISH kids and the entertainers are FISH kids.  All of this is 
FREE and their way of saying thank you for your ongoing sup-
port of the FISH program.   

Last year the FISH kids served dinner to 350 people. Remember 
that everyone and anyone is invited. After you have finished your 
dinner, feel free to return to Westminster Hall and visit with friends 
and family. We look forward to seeing you on February 14 and 
thank you again for supporting such a wonderful program! 
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2009 One Great Hour of Sharing 

Dinner and Auction 
 

Saturday, February 28 
Dinner: 5:00 to 6:30 PM 
Live Auction: 7:00 PM 

See article on page 4 for full details! 
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F inalizing an Operating Budget for 2009 was complicated 
by concerns about how the faltering economy will affect 

our congregation, and those concerns continue to challenge 
us.  At year end, in spite of the economy, Session was pleased 
to discover that contributions from the congregation generously 
finished 2008 above our projection.  Pledges for 2009 were 
slow coming in, leading us to pass in December a Provisional 
Operating Budget with no increases over 2008.  We are pleased 
to report that in the month of December pledges increased to a 
level which enabled Session in January to pass a Final Operat-
ing Budget based on an estimate of giving of $862,314, an in-
crease of $23,518 over 2008, though still $17,323 less than our 
goal of $879,637.  This allowed Session to restore all the Mis-
sion and Program items which were eliminated from the Goal 
Budget, and include a modest increase for staff compensa-
tion.  We have continued cuts in administration and facilities  
to fulfill our commitment to a realistic, achievable balanced 
budget.  It is hard in January to know what the New Year will 
bring.  Yet we move forward with faith.  We pray that 2009 
will be a year devoted to the service of God, dedicated to the 
mission of Christ, and filled with the presence of the Holy 
Spirit within our church! 
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W e are enjoying our year so much!   It’s hard to believe 
it’s time to think about Fall of 2009, but it’s that time of 

year for us:  REGISTRATION! 

The Stay and Play Board would like members of the SCPC 
congregation to be able to register their children for Preschool 
for the school year 2009-2010 before we open it to the public.  
We will have a table in the Social Hall between services Feb. 8 
from 10:00 - 11:15 AM.   

If you wish to register your child(ren), but are unable to be 
there that Sunday, please call Laura Steager (W: 237-1154 or 
H: 238-4443) by Feb. 9 at 5:00 PM so she can make sure she 
gets you listed and you’ll still get preference over the public 
where possible. 

We also want to remind you we are still having our Kid-Stuff 
Sale so if you have any gently used children’s items you would 
like to donate, please contact Laura (numbers above).  Our sale 
will include a Bake Sale this year as well, so if you’d like to 
provide a baked good for our sale to help us raise funds, please 
contact Amy Frank or Laura Steager.   April 25 – mark your 
calendars now! 
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A sh Wednesday is the first day of Lent and occurs forty 
days before Easter (excluding Sundays). It falls on a dif-

ferent day each year because it is depend-
ent on the date of Easter. It can occur as 
early as February 4 or as late as March 10. 
Ash Wednesday gets its name from the 
practice of imposing ashes on the fore-

heads of the faithful as a sign of repentance.  Our observance 
will also include Communion.   The service begins at 7:30 PM 
and will be led by the young women and men of FISH.   

Every Wednesday, 5:00 PM in the Martin Room 
Taizé Prayer 

 
Sunday, February 1, 2009 - 9:00 & 11:15 AM 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Charles Curley, preaching 

 
Sunday, February 8, 2009 - 9:00 & 11:15 AM 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Charles Curley, preaching 

 
Sunday, February 15, 2009 - 9:00 & 11:15 AM 

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Joel Blunk, preaching 
 

Sunday, February 22, 2009 - 9:00 & 11:15 AM 
Transfiguration Sunday - Communion 
Charles Curley, preaching 

 
Wednesday, February 25, 2009 - 7:30 PM 

Ash Wednesday Service with Communion 
Joel Blunk, preaching         
FISH leading worship 
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G IFT will meet Friday, Feb.13 and Friday, Feb. 27 at 11:30 
in the Fireside room. We will be discussing our current 

book "The Unlikely Missionary" by Elizabeth Brady on the 
13th. It was a book Adult Ed. studied and comes highly recom-
mended. Please check the bulletin or contact Deb Becker (692-
7572) for our next selection to be discussed on the 27th.  

0
��!����-������

Y oung at Heart will meet Friday, February 20, 2009.  The 
program will feature Lynn Parker Klees, who is a profes-

sor of nutrition at Penn State.  Her program will 
focus on nutrition for senior citizens.  Come and 
learn how to eat better.  Come at 5:00 PM for 
social time and a potluck dinner at 5:30.  Bring a 
covered dish of meat, vegetable, salad or dessert 
and your own table service.  Newcomers are 

always welcome. Don't forget to wear your name tag. Ques-
tions?  Call Ron or Hope Coder (238-8717).  
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P aul Ruby has been attending our church for a year now and 
is involved in our Thursday morning Men's Covenant 

Group.  He is interested in putting together a small support 
group for men who have recently experienced a divorce or 
marital separation.  He, himself, was divorced 5 years ago, has 
grown through the difficult experience, and is interested in 
helping others who find themselves in a similar situation.  His 
hope is that the group would meet for several weeks this winter 
and/or spring.  If interested, please contact Paul directly (883-
5637 or pdruby@yahoo.com), or get in touch with associate 
pastor Joel Blunk in the church office.    
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T he Deacons want to thank all the members of the church for 
their help in making the 2008 Church Christmas Dinner a big 
success.   

While the dinner is a project of the church Deacons, it belongs to 
the whole church. From the children who made decorations to 
retirees who invited their neighbors, the dinner was a group project 
at its best. Church members made delicious holiday fare 
and provided friendly yet professional table service. The seasonal 
decor, live entertainment, and the enticing smells of great food 
created the perfect atmosphere for old fashioned fellowship. De-
spite cold weather and a dusting of snow, attendance at the dinner 
was great.   

The dinner enjoyed some post-event publicity provided by a large 
illustrated story in the Centre Daily Times. The reporter and pho-
tographer did a great job and talked to both staff and patrons, be-
fore enjoying a plate of the tasty turkey dinner themselves. The 
two novice food critics rated the meal at two thumbs up! 

If you would like to be part of the planning process for the 2009 
holiday meal, please be in touch with Ted Hovick, moderator of 
the Deacons. He can be reached at thovickjr@yahoo.com.  
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I f you would like to join the congregation of State College 
Presbyterian Church, please join us for our New Member 

Class which will meet for three Sundays: February 8, 15 and 
22.  New members will be received during the worship services 
on Sunday, March 1st.  We will meet from 10:15 - 11:00 AM 
in the Martin Room, immediately following the 9:00 AM wor-
ship service (during the Sunday School hour).  We'll have re-
freshments available so you won't miss out on Coffee 
Hour.  Come join us to meet the Pastors and Program Staff, 
learn about being Presbyterian and hear about the opportunities 
available for you to become an active participant in the life of 
SCPC.  For more information or to register for the class, please 
contact Martha in the Church Office (238-2422 or  
mtrout@scpresby.org). 
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A dults of all ages should plan to attend this year’s Progres-
sive Dinner to enjoy good food and fellowship! 

The progressive dinner committee invites participants to con-
tribute an appetizer, main course, salad, or dessert using their 
favorite recipe.  At 5:30 PM on Saturday, March 21, all partici-
pants will assemble at the home of Monica Manning 
and Wendy Jones for appetizers and fellowship.  
Following hors d’oeuvres, everyone will split into 
groups of 6, 8, or 10 (previously assigned) traveling to 
their host’s home for the main course.  Each couple 
(or single participants) will bring their own favorite appetizer, 
salad and bread, or dessert.  Progressive dinner hosts will pro-
vide the main course.  Following the main course, all will reas-
semble at the home of Brian and Martha Orland  for dessert. 

Watch for sign-up sheets to appear in the Social Hall during the 
month of February announcing details.  You may also call Mar-
tha Orland (466-9258) or Connie DiNunzio (867-3125) for any 
questions or to sign up in advance. 
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C ongratulations of the congregation on the birth of: 
Audra Mae Miller , daughter of Sonya and Dave Miller, 

born January 12, 2009 

C ongratulations of the congregation on the baptism of: 
Karolina Maria Malkowski , daughter of Konrad and 

Shannon (Aucutt) Malkowski, December 21, 2008 
Heidi Heim Egerer and John Thomas Egerer, children 

of Fred and Janet (Heim) Egerer, December 21, 
2008 

S ympathy of the congregation to friends and family on the 
death of: 
Miller Spangler, Phil Spangler's father, December 21 
Elmer Yeager, Sandra Corneal's father, December 25 
Marion Fleming Weber, January 1 
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I  wish to thank the staff and congregation for prayers, cards, 
and food I received during my recovery from knee surgery. 

It is greatly appreciated.  God’s blessings. 
Sincerely, 

Janice Johnson 
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H ey everybody!  I am glad to say that the lift in Westminster 
Hall is installed and fully functional!  It took me about a year 

of diligent work, but finally, Westminster Hall is completely handi-
capped-accessible.  Anyone who wants to enter the room now can. 

Last February, I asked some members of the congregation for dona-
tions to help fund the lift.   With some funding provided by the 
church and the generous response from the congregation, this project 
became a reality.  Thank you very much to all who contributed! 

I also received a lot of help with labor in my project.  My fellow 
scouts, friends, leaders and I accumulated about 325 hours of 
work, and the results certainly show it.  The back corner of the 
stage in Westminster Hall looks completely different.  We had to 
add about a ton of concrete under the stage: some for the concrete 
pad the lift sits on, and some to hold up the joists to change where 
the weight of the stage was distributed.  We had to take out the 
door and the stairs.  We cut out a hole in the stage so that there was 
a place for the lift.  We had to adjust the framing of the wall above 
the lift to make the opening look more appealing, and to redistrib-
ute the load of the wall.  We took out the radiator in the hallway 
because it wasn’t functional and it would look better without 
it.  We added a half wall next to the lift so that when the stage is in 
use, you can’t see the lift all that well.  We repainted the stage 
walls and the hallway, and put down moulding so that the room 
would look nice.  We re-carpeted the hallway and tiled under the 
lift.  Obviously, we also had to install the lift, which had its fair 
share of troubles. 

When I began thinking about what to do for my Eagle Scout pro-
ject, I knew immediately I wanted to do something for this 
church.  I was confirmed and baptized in this church, and the plan-
ning part of the project was used as my confirmation project.  I 
was involved in LOGOS and Chrysalis, and my Boy Scout Troop 
is chartered by SCPC.  The church has done a lot for me, so I 
felt inspired to give back.  I have learned so much from this pro-
ject. I learned about leadership and how to become a better 
leader.  I learned about how to adapt to certain situations that do 
not turn out exactly as planned, something that happened quite 
often with this project.  I learned about how important it is to make 
a deadline.  And, I couldn't have done it without your sup-
port.  Thank you very much. 

-Max Sutterlin 
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C oming Spring Events: 

Wednesday, February 11, 1:00 PM - PW Board meeting 
in the Library. 

Sunday April 19 - PW will lead the Worship Services with 
Jennifer Greer  as speaker. 

Monday, May 4 - PW's Spring Gathering Birthday Luncheon 

Circle Meetings: 

Ruth Circle , Mon., Feb. 16, 12:30 PM, Brown Bag Lunch 

Esther & Ruth Circles, Mon., Feb. 16, 1:00 PM Martin Room 

Rebecca Circle, Tues., Feb. 17, 9:30 AM, at the home of 
Joanne Thompson, 305 Village Heights Drive. Questions? 
Contact Kay McGeary (234-5060) 
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2009 One Great Hour of Sharing Dinner and Auction 

Saturday, February 28 
Dinner: 5:00 - 6:30 PM         Live Auction: 7:00 PM 

A re you ready for a break from the cold of winter?  Well, 
your friendly Deacons have the answer for you… A 

Spring Break in Mexico! 

On February 28th, you’re invited to share a night of great fun 
with the Deacons at their hacienda for the 2009 One Great 
Hour of Sharing Dinner & Auction.  They’ll be serving Mexi-
can fare, playing Mariachi music, and offering children a 
chance to break their Piñata. After dinner, join the Vaquero 
Diáconos for their annual live auction, which always provides a 
tiempo fabulosamente bueno. This evening promises to be a 
time of good food, good fellowship, and good fun (all while 
fundraising for good causes)! 

The evening will start in the hacienda, i.e. the social hall.  
Please join us there for a meal that will include chicken and 
beef tacos, refried beans, and all the chips, salsa and guacamole 
that you can eat.  Of course to end it, what could be better than 
fresh made espresso brownies for dessert? 

The Deacons promise some great items for the live auction, and 
there are always good deals to be found at the silent auction. 
There is truly something for everyone. If you haven’t made a 
donation yet, there is still plenty of time to do so. Donation 
forms will be at the church, and the Deacons will be staffing a 
table in the Social Hall between services in order to distribute 
and help you with donation forms. 

Half of the auction proceeds go to the national One Great Hour 
of Sharing, one quarter goes to the Mission Ministry Unit, and 
the final quarter helps the Deacons support the many needs that 
come through our church. Each dollar raised supports the work 
of this church. It’s truly a case of great fun supporting a great 
cause. 

Child care will be offered for children up to age 4 from 6:00 
until the live auction ends. There will be a movie area for older 
children. Children are welcome at the auction itself, but must 
stay with a parent at all times.  If you’d prefer, you may even 
contact the Deacons to coordinate a babysitter at your home for 
the evening! 

Please come out to this great event! The Deacons encourage 
everyone to bring someone that has never come before (friends, 
family, ANYONE!).  A wonderful time and an exciting eve-
ning is promised for all. 

For more information on the dinner and auction, please contact 
Phil Spangler at (883-8525 or sts54@comcast.net). 
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T he Spiritual Formation Ministry Unit is offering an oppor-
tunity to reflect upon the scripture and story intended for 

worship on the Sundays during Lent, and to explore ways to 
respond artistically.  Just as the ministers (of word, sacrament, 
music, liturgy) and choirs get to delve deep into a text before 
worship and create an offering of proclamation or song, this 
will allow others a chance to participate in the creative process 
of “interpreting the word.”   It is SFMU’s hope that there could 
be any number of possible outcomes from this corporate prac-
tice of study, discussion and response:  poetry, paintings, draw-
ings, written reflections, prayers, banners, etc.  

We will begin this process by gathering 
on Monday night, February 16, 7:00 
PM to discuss the format and schedule 
for this practice. We will take a broad 
look at the season Lent at SCPC for 
inspiration about how we can make a 
faithful contribution to our worship 
experiences.  Please understand that the 
primary criterion for participation in this experience should be 
an interest in looking deeper into the Lenten scriptures and 
stories, NOT artistic interest or ability!  If you are looking for a 
Lenten practice that requires you to be accountable to others 
for prayer, study, discussion and personal expression, then this 
LITURGICAL ARTS option is the one for you!   Please con-
tact Monica Manning (monica.manning@gmail.com) or Kim 
Hunziker (hunzie@aol.com) for more information. 
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C onsider a journey to explore four ways of nurturing a bal-
anced sense of Self on a retreat scheduled for the weekend 

of February 27 & 28, 2009.  We will look to the North - to our 
Generative Adult/Nurturing Parent; to the South - the Wild 
Self; to the West - the Guide to Soul; and to the East - the 
Guide to Spirit.  This retreat will serve a secondary purpose of 

establishing leadership and nurturing elders for 
the Girls’ Rites of Passage retreat in May. This 
retreat is intended to be intimate and in-
tense.  There are accommodations for 
12.  Please contact Kim Hunziker (355-8798 or 
hunzie@aol.com) or Joel Blunk (238-2422 or 
onejtb@aol.com) for registration information 
or questions. 
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C ollege students make things happen!   Here are some great 
outreach opportunities for college students, hosted by 
WPF:   

DC Spring Break Mission – March 8-13  

Habitat House Day – April 4  

Centre House – cooking & hosting residents for dinner at 
community shelter – April 17  

For more information about any of these, contact Bethany, 
WPF President (bac5120@psu.edu) Diana, WPF Advisor 
(dmalcom@scpresby.org). 
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O nce again, the response of State College Presbyterian 
Church to our neighbors at holiday time was overwhelm-

ing.  We filled almost all the gift requests (89%) and provided 
733 gifts, including many for individuals.  One director, ex-
pressing gratitude on behalf of her agency’s residents, de-
scribed folks whose faces “lit up with smiles” when they saw 
the gifts from our church.  There are many people to thank for 
making this project a success and we apologize if we uninten-
tionally left anyone out. 

Thanks to the following:  the 
Angel Tree Planning Committee 
(Katherine Allen, Maggie Foster, 
Maureen Garthwaite, Gail Guss, 
Monica Manning, Karen Reich-
ard) for planning, organizing and 
preparing; Chrysalis (Greg Elliott, Janice Rabian, Kristen Son-
steby) for a creative Minute for Mission; all the Sunday School 
students for lovingly making the package ornaments; the pack-
ers and deliverers (Bobbie Beebe, Katie Blume, Ned & Inga 
Book, Dorothy Bordner, Diana Brenizer, Mary D’Ambrosia, 
Bob & Maggie Foster, Chet Gnatt, Jim Harbison, Hagan & 
Montez King, Bob & Ellen Malcom, Norma McCarl, Bill & 
Lily Nichol, Dick Poorbaugh, Karen Reichard, Tom Smyth, 
Guy & Carolyn Thompson, Phil Zimmerman); the church staff 
(especially Janet, Martha, Sharon, Paul, Nelson and Russell) 
for daily care of the gifts and maintenance of the angel tree 
area; and last, but not least, all the members and friends of the 
congregation who gave gifts! 
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A re you eager to join a mission trip, but want to sleep in 
your own bed at night?  Are you interested in trips to 

Houma or Haiti, but can’t take multiple days off work?  Are 
you too young to work on Habitat projects?  We have the an-
swer!  This year, the Mission Ministry Unit is sponsoring a 
d i f f e r e n t kind of 
“ m i s s i o n t r i p . ”  
We’re in the process 
of gather- ing a list of 
n e e d e d projects in 
and around C e n t r e 
County for the week of 
March 9- 13.  Pro-
jects may i n c l u d e 
work in the Bellefonte 
food bank, rehabbing a 
f a m i l y ’ s h o m e , 
painting/fix up of local 
shelters or our church, 
and training for Bridge of Hope mentors.  We’ll meet at the 
church each morning for our assignments and a brief devotion, 
then gather at the end of the day to share experiences and a 
simple meal.  Adults, teens and families can volunteer for one 
or more days to help on a project or prepare food.  There’s a 
way for everyone to contribute to this year’s Spring Break int-
ergenerational mission experience.  If you’d like to participate, 
please contact the church office or Katherine Allen and let us 
know how you’d like to contribute. 
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Did you know that Chrysalis has been supporting and partici-
pating in the Deacon OGHS Auction for over five 
years?  Again, we’ll do our very-popular "Neither Bags" which 
the youth will create and sell over the weekend of the Auc-
tion.  "Neither" for when the checkout person asks you - "paper 
or plastic bag?"  Because you have your bag to put your pur-
chase in - you can reply "Neither!  I have my own bag."   

By purchasing your own bag(s), you can support the mission of 
the Deacons and participate in a great Christian practice – car-
ing for God’s creation.   Each bag is made of 100% Recycled 
natural cotton fibers - Fair Wage/Fair Labor!  NEW this year, 
we’ll have various sizes.   You can help support our mission 
fundraising this year by checking out the funky and cool bags 
during the auction, or on Sunday morning.      
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Let’s Make February 1st  SUPER for our Food Bank! 

More than ever, they need our help.  So, join WPF by dropping  
your donation in the soup pots held by WPF folks at church 
doors on Souper Bowl Sunday. They will join young people in 
churches all across the country to collect money for those who 
are hungry and hurting.  Congregations in all 50 states and out-
side the United States participated in the Souper Bowl of Car-
ing, generating millions for local communities last year. All of 
the money collected here at SCPC will be donated to The Food 
Bank in our own community. None of the money is sent to 
Souper Bowl headquarters. Organizers only ask that each par-
ticipant report its collection so national totals can be deter-
mined and announced.  Please support the college-folks of our 
church in this effort to “love our neighbors” by dropping your 
dollar in the soup pot on Souper Bowl Sunday.  Join us by 
bringing your addition for our super soup! 
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While it may seem that the Confirmation program happens 
with a group of 9th graders and a handful of adults… it really 
requires the attention and participation of all of us to one de-
gree or another!  There are several ways that you may want to 
get involved:  1) covenant partner with a student throughout the 
entire confirmation process;  2) serve as a prayer partner to a 
confirmation student; 3) offer your leadership in a Sunday af-
ternoon class; 4) help with logistics, snacks and other “behind 
the scenes” projects;  5) keep the en-
tire program in your prayers.  Any 
and all are welcome to join us during 
the Sunday afternoon classes as an 
observer or participant!  It is a fun 
way to revisit some of your own 
questions of faith and to make a con-
tribution to the faith development of 
this select group of youth of the con-
gregation.  Please contact Joel Blunk 
(238-2422/onejtb@aol.com) or Kim 
H u n z i k e r  ( 3 5 5 - 8 7 9 8 /
hunzie@aol.com) for more informa-
tion or to take advantage of any of 
these great Confirmation experiences! 

Class descriptions: 

"Jews and Judaism in Modern Israel: A Spectrum of Relig-
iousness in a Land called ‘Holy’" Alan Benjamin, a Lecturer 
in Jewish Studies at Penn State, offers this discussion.  Today's 
Israel includes Jews called "Ultra-Orthodox" plus those op-
posed to religion, and a majority who fall in between.  We will 
explore the complex patterns in religious practice and in "being 
Jewish" in a nation that is both secular and officially 
"Jewish".  Come to Westminster Hall. 

"Good News from Africa"  Jonathan Greer is no stranger to 
Adult Ed.  His previous talks linking archeology to Biblical 
events were well received.  This month he shifts focus to Af-
rica.  On February 8th he discusses the great value of providing 
micro loans to start small businesses there.  On February 15th 
he will talk on the value and nature of theological education in 
that area.  Meet in Westminster Hall. 

"Our Boy Scout Troop: Serving Youth and Community"  Bob 
Sutterlin, Troop 32 Scout Master and church member, will moder-
ate this interesting session.  Our church has sponsored this troop 
since 1913!  There are many activities and goals of which we may 
have only slight knowledge. This will be an opportunity to in-
crease our understanding of this valuable engagement for 
youth.  Join us in Room 10.  
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What better time than midwinter to participate in Adult Ed 
classes!  They keep our brains stimulated as we glean informa-
tion to nurture our faith and knowledge.  Classes are 10:15-
11:00 AM.  Always consult the church bulletin every Sunday to 
check for changes or updates. 

Class Offerings  
February 

1 8 15 22 

Jews and Judaism in Modern Israel x    

Good News from Africa  x x  

Our Boy Scout Troop  x   

To be announced    x 
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