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MINNEAPOLIS - July 10, 2010 
 

To Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) congregations: 
 

Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

“Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water” (John 7:38)…. 
 

Just one week ago, the 219th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church(U.S.A.) 
convened with Scripture and music and prayer. Commissioners and advisory delegates 
from every presbytery across the church gathered around the baptismal font with hope-
ful expectation of what God’s Spirit would do in and through them as they sought to 
discern together the mind of Christ for the PC(USA). 
 

As the week progressed, prayer was a foundational part of each day’s deliberations and 
decisions, and the presence of the Spirit was palpable! 
 

“Out of the believer’s heart… 
While all assemblies are significant, this one holds particular significance in the life of the PC
(USA). Among the assembly’s decisions – to be ratified by presbyteries – are the addition of 
the Belhar Confession to The Book of Confessions and a revised Form of Government. Both 
of these items give a clear signal that we are a church that is not afraid to change – an impor-
tant perspective to have in these days of great change in the church and the world. 
 

The assembly celebrated and was greatly encouraged by the commissioning of 122 
young adult volunteers and 17 new mission workers for service around the globe. Com-
missioners voted unanimously to renew the call to “Grow Christ’s Church Deep and 
Wide” and were inspired by the stories of congregations that are growing in evangel-
ism, discipleship, diversity, and servanthood. They celebrated the generosity of Presby-
terians who have contributed more than $10.5 million to relief and redevelopment work 
in Haiti in the wake of January's devastating earthquake. 
 

The assembly also engaged in discussion about significant matters of faith and life – 
ordination standards, justice and peace in the Middle East, and civil union and marriage, 
to name just a few. 
 

While the content of the assembly’s decisions is important, what may be of equal or greater 
importance is the manner in which commissioners and advisory delegates did their work. 
They debated, but did not fight. They tackled tough issues while refraining from tackling 
each other. They placed great value on finding common ground as they displayed gracious, 
mutual forbearance toward one another. They sought the will of God within their actions, 
rather than regarding their decisions as the will of God. One commissioner called the experi-
ence of seeking – and finding – common ground truly “miraculous.” 
 

In short, this assembly exhibited to the whole church and, indeed, to our society and the 
world a way to engage in difficult issues while maintaining respect for one another. To 
put it another way, they exhibited well what it means for the church to “a provisional 
demonstration of what God intends for the world” (Book of Order, G-3.0200). 
 

…shall flow rivers of living water.” 
Just a few short hours ago, the 219th General Assembly ended in the same worshipful 
manner with which it began, as well as with a similar same sense of hopeful expectation 
that the hard work done in Minneapolis will continue forward across the church. 
 

May the good and faithful work begun in Minneapolis truly be just the beginning of a 
season of respectful, earnest, and gracious engagement – both in our words and in our 
deeds – all for the sake of the gospel. 
 

In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 
 

Elder Cynthia Bolbach   The Rev. Gradye Parsons 
Moderator, 219th General  Assembly Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 
 

The Rev. Landon Whitsitt    Elder Linda Bryant Valentine 
Vice Moderator, 219th General Assembly Executive Director,  
     General Assembly Mission Council 

The complete letter and more details from General Assembly  
are available at www.pcusa.org 
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W e have entered the second year for the Celebration of 
Renewal Campaign and thank everyone for their sup-

port and pledges.  Many of you have been very supportive even 
though it was challenging justifying a campaign during a reces-
sion.  It was a difficult decision and, in the case of rewiring the 
remainder of the Church building, it was absolutely essential 
and very timely.  The wiring was in much worse condition than 
had been  anticipated.  Through your very generous response, 
we have completely finished the wiring project and begun the 
renovation of the Fireside room – thank you very much. 

We happily report that an additional $28,068 has been pledged 
this spring.  We now stand at $448,325 pledged out of our goal 
of $549,000.  We hope that those of you who have not had the 
opportunity to pledge and still wish to join the ranks of those 
who have pledged will do so soon. 

A summary of what is left to complete in the original plan for 
the Pipe Organ, includes major maintenance of the existing 
organ pipes, replacement of the leather parts, adding a new 
console, including solid state electronics and adding digital 
sound.  The organ is vital for our worship and parts have out-
lived their life expectancy.  The organ cannot be upgraded in 
stages as the wiring was, so we need to reach the $230,000 
($210,542 has been pledged to date) for the organ to begin the 
renovation.  Hopefully we can upgrade the organ next summer. 

In addition to the wiring project and Fireside renovation, the 
Building and Property Ministry also included in the original 
campaign renovating restrooms to make them handicap acces-
sible. The amount pledged to date for the building celebration 
($165,796) has enabled the completion of the wiring and Fire-
side Room renovations.  The building celebration goal of 
$219,000 must be reached to begin the renovation of the rest-
rooms. 

Mission Ministry in our Church is a huge commitment, serving 
local, national, and international needs.  Mission Ministry is 
especially important during difficult times for those whom we 
serve.  SCPC has been recognized as a vital organization which 
serves those in need.  The needs continue and your financial 
support is more important than ever.  Please consider support-
ing these mission endeavors. $71,987 has been raised to date 
towards the goal of $100,000. 

These are only a few of the goals for our Celebration Cam-
paign.  We have so much to be grateful for and have done an 
amazing job in serving our community through worship, mis-
sion outreach, and programming – only $100,675 is needed to 
complete our original celebration of renewal goals which are 
vital to our ability to do the Lord’s work in our church and 
community.  Pledge cards are available in the back of the 
Church Sanctuary or in the Church Office. 

“Trust in the Lord and do good” Psalm 37:3a 

Taizé Prayer every Wednesday,  
5:00 PM in the Martin Room 

 
Sunday, August 1 , One Service at 10:00 AM 
 Children of Promise 4 (Genesis 28) 
 Charles Curley, preaching 
 
Sunday, August 8 , One Service at 10:00 AM 
 Joel Blunk, preaching 
 
Sunday, August 15 , One Service at 10:00 AM 
 Communion 
 Joel Blunk, preaching 
 
Sunday, August 22 , One Service at 10:00 AM 
 Children of Promise 5 (Genesis 30:25-30) 
 Charles Curley, preaching 
 
Sunday, August 29 , One Service at 10:00 AM 
 Children of Promise 6 (Genesis 37) 
 Charles Curley, preaching 
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C ongratulations of the congregation on the birth of: 

Emma Riley Cotner, born May 13, 2010 to Adam Cot-
ner and Amy Gieffers.  Grandparents are Andrea 
Cotner and Ed Galus 

Giovani Caleb Martinez-Aponte, born May 25, 2010 to 
Edgar Martinez and Vanessa Aponte 

Mazzy Lang Hartman, born June 7, 2010.  Great-
grandmother is Martha Frye and great-aunt is Mary 
D’Ambrosia 

Ashton Jorge Good, born June 30, 2010 to Evan and De-
nise Good.  Grandparents are Jack and Diane 
Heckendorn 

C ongratulations of the congregation on the baptism of: 

Victoria J. Brenizer, May 30, 2010, daughter of Jon and 
Joan Brenizer.  Grandparents are Jack and Diane 
Brenizer 

Teagan Alice Harpster, June 13, 2010, daughter of Trish 
and M. Abraham Harpster  

Roman Alexander Bozanic, July 4, 2010, son of Zahn 
and Kelly Bozanic 

Allison Claire Warner , July 4, 2010, daughter of Amy 
and Jeff Warner 

Carter David Williams and Adyson Kathleen Williams, 
July 11, 2010, children of Ryan and Shelly Williams 

C ongratulations of the congregation on the wedding of: 

Lauren Tanner and Matthew Kocher, May 22, 2010 

Marc Decker and Taylor Russell, May 29, 2010 

Cherie Readinger and Akin Obiri , June 19, 2010 

Meredith Byron and Matt LeRoy, June 26, 2010 (Wilma 
Byron’s granddaughter) 

S ympathy of the congregation to friends and family on the 
death of: 

Robert Hutton, May 19, 2010 

Ross Seavy, June 10, 2010 

Alice Rigo, June 10, 2010 

Phillip Baron , Tonya Smeal’s step-father, June 11, 2010 
in Wheeling, WV 

Anne Nickell, Ken Nickell’s grandmother, June 13, 2010 

Donna Korzick’s father, June 17, 2010 

C ongratulations to David Maneval on being recognized by 
the Penn State Alumni Association for sixty years of ser-

vice to Penn State. 
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I f you would like to join the congregation of State College 
Presbyterian Church, please join us for our New Member 

Class which will meet for two Sundays, July 25 and August 8, 
2010.  New members will be received during the worship ser-
vice on Sunday, August 8th.  We will meet from 11:15 AM - 
12:15 PM in the Martin Room, immediately following the 
10:00 AM worship service.  We’ll have refreshments available 
so you won’t miss out on Coffee Hour.  Come and join us to 
meet the Pastors and Program Staff, learn about being Presby-
terian and hear about the opportunities available for you to be-
come an active participant in the life of SCPC.  Childcare is 
available by reservation.  For more information, to register for 
the class or reserve childcare, please contact Martha in the 
Church Office (238-2422 or mtrout@scpresby.org). 
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A  great big thank you to the congregation for attending  and 
making PW's Strawberry Social a success. The joyful 

noise came from a record crowd. A special thanks to the com-
mittee, Dot Colton, Kay McGeary and Carole Hoover who did 
a terrific job coordinating the event.  They want to express their 
gratitude and sincere  appreciation to the many volunteers who 
cooked the barbeque beef, baked shortcakes, cut strawberries, 
made cole slaw, served ice cream  and cleaned up after-
wards  with a smile. The lovely baskets of flowers on the tables 
were provided by Dot Colton, Kay McGeary and Carole Hoo-
ver and enjoyed by us all. The net profit was approximately 
$1,000 dollars and will be given to the National Mission Pro-
jects of PW. 
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T here is need for gardeners, or those 
interested in learning, to join a 

small group that tends the gardens here 
at church. We meet to garden about 
5  times per gardening season and 
choose a few times each to water con-
tainer plants. If this sounds interesting 
to you, please contact Mary Sorensen 
(mrsor@verizon.net) to be added to the 
garden e-mail.  

&
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T hank you to all the singers who have filled the choir loft 
during the first two Open Choir Sundays this summer.  

There is one more chance to sing with us - Sunday, August 15.  
Join us in the Choir Room at 9:00 AM to learn an anthem and 
the service music and then lead the 10:00 AM worship service.  
All interested singers are welcome.  Contact Ned Wetherald for 
more details (ned@scpresby.org or 238-2422). 
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T hank you to the many singers, deacons, and elders who 
served as we hosted the opening worship service of the 

Synod of the Trinity Summer Conference here at SCPC.  The 
conferees enjoyed their supper and the exciting worship service 
that followed.  Thank you for your hospitality and sharing your 
talents. 
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S CPC is moving ahead with a mission 
trip to Pencuyut Yucatan.  Prepara-

tions for installing a Living Waters for the 
World (LWW) water purification system 
in Pencuyut are underway both in State 
College and in the small Yucatan, Mexico 
community. Prospective SCPC travel team 
members include Cheryl Handte, Shawn 
and Amy Vashaw, Brent Peters, Jim De-
Wolfe, Jerry Sawyer, and Tod and Donna 
McPherson. The team has been meeting to wade through re-
sponsibilities and travel logistics while our new friends and 
partners in Pencuyut are working hard on renovations to an old 
convent building to prepare for the installation and education 
team’s trip. SCPC sent funds through the LWW network to 
help with the renovation costs, and Pastor Ismael May Canche 
e-mailed some renovation updates and photos to show what 
they have been able to accomplish. Some renovation projects 
included roof repairs, building interior walls, and finishing all 
walls and tiling the floors according to health department regu-
lations. There are still some renovations to be accomplished 
before the installation can take place. 

Although Hurricane Alex caused a delay in some communica-
tion, the good folks in Pencuyut are optimistic that everything 
will be ready for the proposed mid-August trip (targeting Au-
gust 11-18).  SCPC has been able to secure the translation ser-
vices of Freddie Uitz, the translator Tod and Donna worked 
with last August in Yaxcheku and again this past March in Pen-
cuyut. He is looking for a second translator to assist with the 
education portion of the trip.  The trip should last 7-8 days, 
culminating in a dedication ceremony for the water purification 
system and mission effort throughout Pencuyut and its 
neighboring communities. 

If you are interested in supporting the installation trip, please 
contact one of the team members or Kim Hunziker, Mission 
Associate.  Watch for updates on help needed in the Sunday 
bulletins or on the bulletin board outside the Fireside Room as 
we get closer to August. 

������������������� 
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A ll is quiet at SCPC for Stay & Play over the summer. 
However behind the scenes we are preparing for another 

wonderful year.  This coming school year will be Stay and 
Play’s 25th year in operation.  What a wonderful program and 
mission this church has been supporting.  This program has 
provided childcare and early childhood education to many 
families and brought many new members to the congregation.  
Here is to another 25 years of a great cooperative effort to 
reaching the lives of young children and their families.  We 
still have openings for the 2010-2011 school year, so please 
talk to your friends and neighbors about all Stay and Play Pre-
school has to offer. Your continued prayers for the growth and 
development of all the children we serve, as well as the pro-
gram itself, are greatly appreciated.  The Director, Laura Stea-
ger, can be reached at 237-1154 or lsteager@scpresby.org. 

� �����������.����

T hroughout the months of July 
and early August, the Mission 

Ministry Unit of our church is as-
sisting our local shelters by help-
ing fulfill the basic needs of the 
clients they serve.  The shelters we 
will assist are Centre House, Step-
ping Stone, Stormbreak, Zerby 
Gap, Women’s Resource Center, 
and Burrowes Street Youth Haven.  
Each shelter has requested specific 
items that they would appreciate 
receiving.  These items are listed 

on the bulletin board outside Pastor Curley’s office and down-
stairs in the Social Hall. 

The collection of supplies will include everyday household 
items, as well as personal care supplies.  We are asking you to 
deliver the items to the shelter yourself (unwrapped). Assis-
tance is available for delivery, if necessary.  There will be 
boxes outside the church office and at the parking lot door.  
The item tag should be attached to the purchase.  All items 
requested for Zerby Gap can be left at the Centre County Youth 
Service Bureau on Aaron Drive. 

Burrowes Street Youth Haven is the runaway youth shelter.  
Centre House  provides bridge housing, emergency shelter to 
individuals and families, budget counseling, and case manage-
ment.  Stepping Stone Transitional Living Program is a ten bed 
independent living program whose primary mission is to pro-
vide youth with a nurturing, supportive, and challenging envi-
ronment conducive to learning independent living skills.  
Stormbreak Youth Program provides females security and sup-
port in a time of crisis.  The Women’s Resource Center pro-
vides a 24 hour rape/abuse hot line. It also maintains a 24 hour 
shelter for abused women and children.  This shelter counsels 
and lends legal support for survivors of domestic violence, sex-
ual assault, and child sexual abuse.  Zerby Gap Familyworks is 
a residential program of the Centre County Youth Service Bu-
reau.  This highly structured, staff-secure program services 
dependent and delinquent boys ages 12 to 18 year of age.  
Zerby Gap specializes in fostering family involvement through-
out placement to facilitate family reunification and permanency 
planning for all youth in care.   

For more information, call the church office or Gail Guss (466-
9208), or Katie Stone (235-0995).  The shelter addresses and 
telephone numbers are listed below: 

Women’s Resource Center  Stepping Stone 
140 W. Nittany Avenue  334 S. Burrowes St. 
234-5222   234-2632 
 
Zerby Gap Youth Services  Stormbreak 
325 W. Aaron Drive  143 W. Fairmount Ave. 
422-0540   234-7929 
 
Burrowes Street Youth Haven Centre House          
330 S. Burrowes   217 E. Nittany Ave. 
234-2100   237-4863  
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Class of 2010 Class of 2011 Class of 2012 

Connie Ansong Sharon Ambrose Greg Elliott 
Ellen Coffman Rick Bryant Gail Guss 

Jill Curley Beth Farmer Patti Kephart 

Paul Heinemann Amy Frank Eric Lindquist 

Bob Igo Joan Hartman Chuck Lowry 

Blair Malcom Ted Hovick Lisa McLaughlin 

John Marsden Kevin Lloyd Donna McPherson 

John McConnell Tod McPherson Clark Moose 

Brian Orland Rose Ann Porterfield Pete Moyer 

Louise Page Jim Powers Ken Nickell 

Barb Powers Cheryl Price Vivian Noll 

Ken Manno Phil Spangler Mara Ryan 

DeeAnn Wylie   

Board of Deacons 
Deacons are elected officers who serve three-year terms. 

Their responsibilities are divided into three ministry units: Service, Caregiving, and Mission 
Moderator - Cheryl Price 

Advisory Member - Rev. Joel Blunk 
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