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Church Picnic

It's time for our annual church picnic at Tussey Mountain
Park, hosted by our very own Board of Deacons. Remem-
ber this date - Monday, July 25! The fun all begins at 5:00
PM and doesn't stop until 7:00 PM.

\ We'll enjoy this summer evening together with hot
d dogs and hamburgers fresh off the grill (and what

ever side dish or dessert you bring to share) as well
as plenty of wonderful entertainment. There will
be paddle boats at the pond, go-carts, beach
volleyball, horseshoes, a golf driving range, a
par 3 golf course to play, and morel!

So don't miss the fun. Come join the Deacons
for what is guaranteed to be an evening of
fun, smiles, laughter, and good fellowship

N »

Self Study Committee Update

Side Dish Note
If your last name begins with A-M, please bring a dessert, and if
your last name begins with N-Z, please bring a salad or side dish.

All in the Family

September 11 Anniversary

Geckos + Chrysalis = LOGOS

Sewing Project

Wisdom in the Wilderness

Meditation Garden and Columbarium

Applause in Worship
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July/August Calendar

Deadline for
September PresbyPost
Friday, August 19, 2011

Deadline for October PresbyPost
Friday, September 16, 2011
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We need your help!
Get details in the article on page 4
or the bulletin board outside
Pastor Susan’s office.




Update from the Self Study Commiittee

e are working hard to understand how State College

Presbyterian Church has been, is, and could be church
in our community. As most of you know, we conducted a sur-
vey during the worship services one Sunday in early May to get
a snapshot of who makes up our church, what you think about
how we are currently doing as a church, and what you are look-
ing for as we head into the future together. The results of this
survey are under review by the self study committee. Once this
committee has had a chance to more fully understand and inter-
pret the results, they will be available for the congregation to
view via a link on the church's website (scpresby.org) as well
as in hard copy form in the church office.

We would like to once again emphasize that the survey was
only one of many ways we will be interacting with you, the
members of SCPC, to gather information. While we were
awaiting the survey results, we were not idle. We have met
with staff members to gain their unique perspectives. We are in
the process of talking with leaders in the State College commu-
nity who interact with SCPC on a regular basis and/or who can
provide this committee with different outlooks about the com-
munity in which SCPC is
situated. In addition, we
are talking with members
who are living at Foxdale
Village, Brookline, and
the Village at Penn State,
who could not provide
their opinions to use
through the survey.

Seli Study °

UPDATE

Looking forward, we are planning open forum, small group
meetings to get feedback from you. Look for announcements in
the upcoming weeks about when these will be and plan to at-
tend one so we can hear from you.

Finally, we would like to remind you that we would love to hear
from each of you about your view of our church and how we
should move forward. Please do not hesitate to talk to any member
of the Self Study Committee. Susan Sanders, the chair of the com-
mittee, can be reached by email at sts54 @comcast.net.

Thank you!
The Self Study Committee

Strawberry Social Thanks

any thanks to the 60+ volunteers who made this year’s

Strawberry Social a grand success! Thanks especially to
Dot Colton, Kay McGeary and their committee. Setting up
both the Social Hall and Westminster Hall for serving made the
lines shorter and move more quickly, to everyone’s delight.
The volunteers cooked the barbecue beef, baked shortcakes, cut
strawberries, made cole slaw, served and cleaned up! Your
help and service were sincerely appreciated. The lovely flow-
ers on the tables, arranged by Dorothy Bordner, Dot Colton,
Betsy Taylor, and Kay McGeary set the scene for a pleasant
time.

The profit after expenses was $1043 and will be given to the
National Mission Projects of Presbyterian Women.
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Taizé Prayer
every Wednesday, 5:00 PM in the Martin Room

Sunday, July 17, 2011 - One service at 10:00 AM
Susan Reisinger, preaching

Sunday, July 24, 2011 - One service at 10:00 AM
Joel Blunk, preaching

Sunday, July 31, 2011 - One service at 10:00 AM

Susan Reisinger, preaching

Sunday, August 7, 2011 - One service at 10:00 AM
Susan Reisinger, preaching

Sunday, August 14, 2011 - One service at 10:00 AM

Communion Joel Blunk, preaching

Sunday, August 21, 2011 - One service at 10:00 AM

Susan Reisinger, preaching

Sunday, August 28, 2011 - One service at 10:00 AM
Susan Reisinger, preaching

State College Preshyterian Church Staff

Interim Pastor - Susan Reisinger
susanscpc@gmail.com

Associate Pastor - Joel Blunk
joelscpc@gmail.com

Director of Education and Program - Deannine Shipman
deanninescpc@gmail.com

Director of Music Ministry - Ned Wetherald
nedscpc@gmail.com

Associate in Ministry - Diana Malcom
dianascpc@gmail.com

Mission Associate - Kim Hunziker
kimscpc@gmail.com

i
Membership and Program Associate - Martha Trout |
ol

marthascpc@gmail.com

Church Secretary - Janet Heasley
officescpc@gmail.com

Stay and Play Director - Laura Steager
stayandplayscpc@gmail.com

Treasurer - Sharon Kasting
treasurerscpc@gmail.com

Assistant Treasurer - Anne Thomas

Building Manager - Paul Sheets
paulscpc@gmail.com

Assistant Custodian - Nelson Hite

Weekend Custodian - George Myers

Office Hours - 9 am. - 4 p.m.
Phone (814)238-2422 Fax (814)238-3524
Website - www.scpresby.org
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( jongratulations of the congregation on the baptism of:

Lucretia Ann Geiser, daughter of David Geiser and
Sarah Rich, July 10, 2011

( jongratulations of the congregation on the birth of:

Conrad Scott Cheney in TX. Grandfather is Glenn
Linsky of Plano, TX; great-grandmother is Jane
Linsky

Samuel Josiah Zellers, May 18, 2011. Great-grandfather
is Dave Maneval

Rachel Elizabeth Bozanic, daughter of Kelly and Zahn
Bozanic, July 4, 2011

ympathy of the congregation to friends and family on the
death of:

Gene Coder, Ron Coder’s brother, May 15, 2011
Margaret Walker, May 19, 2011

Stephen Groves, May 29, 2011

Nancy Jordan, May 31, 2011

Jana Marie Vicere (former FISH youth), June 18, 2011
Max Wiant, July 2, 2011

From the Adult Education Committee

/\ On behalf of the committee
wMJGo

and the church, a hearty

thanks to John Rodgers as he

TME completes his many years of
service as chairman of the Adult

\* Y@@!* / Education Committee. His lead-
ership resulted in many quality

classes that were beneficial to

everyone who attended. The committee hopes to continue pro-
viding exceptional offerings by following his example. Thanks
again, John.

The committee is planning for our Winter offerings right
now. Anyone wishing to submit ideas should contact Guy
Thompson (gttlgen @mac.com).

Open Choir

pen Choir continues on Sunday,

July 17 and August 28. Open
Choir extends an open invitation to all
interested singers to gather at 9:00 AM
on the above Sundays to learn music for
that Sunday’s worship. Open Choir is
casual and relaxed, and it’s a great op-
portunity to serve the congregation
through singing! For more information,
contact Ned Wetherald, Director of

Music Ministry (nedscpc@gmail.com ‘Hm

or 238-2422).

Al . Family 2
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Parents as Spiritual Nurturers

e are gearing up to continue offering parent gatherings

during Adult Ed in the fall! In particular, there will be a
two week session on ‘“Parents As Spiritual Nurturers: Under-
standing Communion.” Please think about other topics you
would like to discuss and share your ideas with Deannine Ship-
man (deanninescpc@gmail.com) or Jackie Naginey Hook
(Jackie_Hook@comcast.net). If you want some inspiration
over the summer months, read “Parents & Grandparents as
Spiritual Guides — Nurturing Children of the Promise” by Betty
Shannon Cloyd. According to www.cokesbury.com, “Cloyd
explores the simple ways parents and grandparents can intro-
duce children to the presence of God and nurture them spiritu-
ally during daily, routine activities. This must-have book in-
cludes biblical models of spiritual guides along with insightful
stories from children, Christian educators, and the author’s own
family experience.” Also, check out www.vibrantfaith.org for
many good resources on nurturing children and youth.

Sunday Morning Teachers Dessert

Come one and all to our gather-
ing Sunday, August 21, 7:00
PM for a delicious dessert and a
chance to meet with your team and
gear up for the Fall. We have some
special plans for this evening that
you won't want to miss. Mark your
calendars now if you are making
plans to be a part of our Sunday
morning teacher teams. Contact Deannine Shipman or Amy
Elliott for more information.

Welcome Back Tailgate

oin us on Sunday, August 28, after the worship service
when our parking lot becomes the annual Welcome Back
Tailgate Party! We’ll say “Hi!” to
e all the college students who’re back
,for the Fall semester and kick off
- the Penn State football sea-
, son. Bring a baked specialty, some
fruit or your favorite morning treat!

Contact Jerry Sawyer (234-3323 or
jvs3@psu.edu) if you can bring
something.

September 11th Anniversary

his September 11th marks the tenth anniversary of the

tragic event in New York, Shanksville, PA, and Washing-
ton, DC. SCPC is planning a special service on Sunday, Sep-
tember 11, 2011, 7:00 PM to provide a
time for us to remember those whose lives |8
were forever changed on that day and to
pray for peace in hopes that similar events
won’t happen again. A special choir has
been preparing John Rutter’s “Requiem”
as part of the service. We hope you will
take time on that day to join us in remem-
bering and in praying.

WE REMEMBER




Sewing Project for Girls in Ethiopia

You are invited to make a skirt or pillowcase dress for girls
in the orphanage in Shanto, Ethiopia. If you are interested
in helping with the project, you can pick up instructions and
examine completed garments in the box outside the church
office or contact Maggie Foster (238-8667), Ellen Malcom
(238-0395) or Dorothy Bordner
(237-2274). This project bene-
fits the Friends of Orphans and

program for orphaned children
in rural Shanto. In January,
Kathy and Larry Dansky, and
Clay Blunk joined 25 other
volunteers to work with FOVC.
For more information about
FOVC, check out their website, www.fovc.org. You will find
an update on construction of the orphanage as well as informa-
tion about sponsoring a child. Currently there are five spon-
sored children within our SCPC congregation. Also on the
website: lots of pictures from our trip in January (including
those adorable pillowcase dresses!), and a report from De-
salegn Daka, the FOVC Director. Thank you, SCPC, for your
continued prayers, support and donations.

Christmas in July-We Need Your Help!

rom mid-July through early August, the Mission Ministry

Unit is sponsoring our annual Christmas in July effort to
support local shelters and our own Stay & Play program with
needed supplies. Please help us by providing some of the items
and supplies requested by these programs. The items are listed
on the bulletin boards outside Susan Reisinger’s office. Most
are household items as well as personal care supplies. If possi-
ble, we’d like you to deliver the items to the shelter so that we
can strengthen our personal connection to these programs. If
you’re unable to deliver your supplies, you may drop them off
in the boxes outside the church office and at the parking lot
door. Be sure to attach the item tag to your donation.

The shelters we assist are Centre House (bridge housing,
emergency shelter for individuals and families and budget
counseling); Stepping Stone (providing youth with supportive
environment to learn independent living skills); Stormbreak
(providing secure and supportive crisis shelter for females);
Zerby Gap (residential program of Centre County Youth Ser-
vices Bureau); Burrowes Street Youth Haven (runaway youth
shelter); and Centre County Women’s Resource Center (24
hour shelter for victims of domestic
violence, 24 hour rape/abuse hot-
line, counseling and support). AL

For more information, please e =~ T
contact Kim VU S *
<

Hunziker at — ~= ¢ -———7‘!“.." >
the church. // @ ‘i_ //
f’... - \\.\//
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B Y

....._/’-;;’_' P

CHRISTMAS IN JULY

Page 4 «+ The PresbyPost « July/August 2011

Geckos + Chrysalis = LOGOS

he SCPC LOGOS ministry is a four part midweek minis-

try for children and youth in Ist through 8th grade. The
four parts are Family Time (a shared meal and tons of fun),
Bible Study, Activity Time (games, crafts, projects and fun)
and Worship Skills (preparing to lead worship). The 1-5th
graders, called GECKOS, meet 4:00-7:00 PM, and the 6-8th
graders, called CHRYSALIS, meet 5:00-8:00 PM. Relation-
ships are built, children and youth are nurtured into Christian
discipleship, and there is lots of laughter. All families of Ist
through 8th graders are invited to join the fun.

Registration

Registration will take place during coffee hour in the Social
Hall. We will have a table set up Aug. 14th — Sept. 4th to pick
up, complete, and return the registration forms. You will also
receive a Parent Handbook which will provide more details
about LOGOS. Feel free to contact Deannine Shipman (238-
2422 or deanninescpc@gmail.com), Ned Wetherald (238-2422
or nedscpc@gmail.com), Diana Malcom (238-2422 or
dianascpc@gmail.com) or Ellen Biver (308-8070 or
ellen.biver @gmail.com) if you need more information.

Upcoming Events
®  Aug. 14th — Sept. 4th — Logos Registration

e Tuesday, Sept. 13th — Annual LOGOS Kick-Off Picnic at
Spring Creek Park, 5:30 PM. Pot Luck Picnic—Last
Names A-M, bring side dishes. Last names N-Z, please
bring a dessert.

e Tuesday, Sept. 20th — First LOGOS Night!

Help a Neighbor
Deacon Care Giving

he Care Giving Committee of the SCPC Deacons is com-

piling a list of people who are willing to give a ride to a
neighbor on occasion. We need your name, what neighbor-
hood/town you live in, e-mail/phone number, which service
you usually attend and if you attend Sunday School.

For example for me it would be:
Vivian Noll
Park Forest Area
235-6655 vpn100@yahoo.com
Attend: Sunday School & Second Service

Please send your information to Vivian Noll
(vpn100@yahoo.com) and the Deacons will add you to our list.




Wisdom in the Wilderness

he young at heart (55+) are invited to a day retreat at Kris-

lund on August 19 to consider and claim the communal
gifts of elderhood. Retreat leaders Kim Hunziker and Joel
Blunk will offer guided meditations and time to explore the
beautiful outdoors at Camp Krislund. We'll also be meeting in
the new Fellowship Lodge. The event begins at 9:00 AM, in-
cludes lunch, and concludes at 4:00 PM. ($10/person) To reg-
ister, call the church office.

Rite of Passage Retreat for Sr High Girls

OMA, a rite of passage retreat for Senior High (& older)

girls has been RE-SCHEDULED for the weekend of Au-
gust 4 — 7. This retreat is for any young woman who has com-
pleted her senior year of high school. It is designed specifi-
cally for the passage from high school girlhood to college-age
young womanhood and is also appropriate for those who are
older. It is a retreat to explore wholeness and readiness for
young adulthood. The retreat comes out of the Senior Passage
program that Joel Blunk & Kim Hunziker facilitate with the
high school seniors throughout the year. The boys’ Rite of
Passage retreat, the CROSSINGS, was held at the end of May.
There are deep similarities of intent between the two retreats,
details diverge!

High school senior (& older) girls who are connected in any
way to the church (through membership, FISH, friends, etc.)
are absolutely welcome to join us for the experience. The re-
treat is carefully customized to accommodate each participant.
Kristen Saacke Blunk will be co-leading the retreat.  Please
contact Kim Hunziker (kimSCPC@gmail.com/814.238.2422)
to sign up for more information.

Spirit of the Arts

Join Kim Hunziker on Saturday, July 16, 9:00 AM for an
open ended hands-on experience “using the process of Soul-
Collage® as described in Seena B. Frost’s published works
about SoulCollage®. Using SoulCollage® as developed by
Seena B. Frost, a person creates a deck of collaged cards from
found images. The cards are arranged in suits for the primary
purpose of self-exploration and self-acceptance. SoulCollage®
cards are collaged from images found in purchased or donated
magazines, calendars, books, cards, etc. and from stock photos
and/or personal materials (e.g., photos, one’s own
art).” (www.soulcollage.com & for more information) The
SoulCollage® cards can also be used to enter into prayerful
reflection and significant engagement with the Holy Spirit.

We will begin with a brief introduction to the process at 9:00
AM, then participants are invited to stay until 3:00 PM, or to
come and go as they please. Plan to bring print material to cut
up and to share. You are also welcome to bring favorite adhe-
sives, scissors, markers, etc. All supplies needed for the proc-
ess will be available on site. This is a very simple, easily ac-
cessible process. No “artistic talent” is necessary — only the
skills of cutting and pasting are required. This is appropriate
for all ages of parent-supervised children, and adults. Please
contact Kim Hunziker (kimSscpc@ gmail.com//238.2422) to
sign up or for more information.
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Men’s Rites of Passage

his fall the Center for Action and Contemplation will offer

a Christian men’s rites of passage at the Frost Valley
YMCA in Claryville, NY, September 21-25. Joel will be the
principle teacher for the event, now being offered in locations
around the globe. The program is a five-day / four night deeply
prayerful and soulful experience that builds on the classic pat-
terns of male initiation through simple and moving rituals and
teaching. Each day includes group prayer, major teachings on
central masculine spirituality themes, quiet time for reflection,
and sharing in the context of a “home group.” In the words of
the program's founder, Fr. Richard Rohr, our November Hen-
szey Lecture Series speaker, "All participants begin at point
zero with no agendas to live up to or down to. All that is re-
quired is for a man to come with a 'beginner's mind' and the
readiness of a young novice seeking wisdom.” This is not about
religion, but about spirituality, about age old traditions that
guide us into manhood, about coming to trust that there is
something much greater at work in our lives than we could ever
imagine. To find out more go to http://cacradicalgrace.org/
menaslearnerselders/mens-rites-of-passage/mropnyl1 or speak
with Joel.

Meditation Garden and Columbarium

hile SCPC might lack vast expanses of grassy knolls

and playgrounds for our young children, we DO have a
wonderful courtyard (just outside the social hall) and a beauti-
ful meditation garden outside of the parking lot entrance. This
meditation garden was built to accommodate a most important
feature of the church, the columbarium, which is a wall of
niches that can be purchased much like a plot in a cemetery to
hold “cremains” (the ashes of a cremation). The garden area
provides a quiet place for reflection. The columbarium and the
meditation garden were set up with the vision and direction
provided by Jim and Sue Powers. The price for each niche
provides resources for both the upkeep of the garden and for
the establishment of fund to support the mission efforts of the
church. It is a thoughtful way to support both the good work of
SCPC and to resolve at least one difficult question about where
to be buried. Please contact Martha Trout
(marthascpc@gmail.com) or Kim Hunziker

(kimscpc @ gmail.com) for more information.




Let’s Discuss Applause in Worship

In recent weeks and months many of you have made your thoughts
on applause in worship known to me and to the Worship Ministry
Unit. First, I want you to know that many, many churches are having
this same discussion. Second, I have been pondering this issue and
how to thoughtfully address the issue. I do not have the answer and I
don’t want to dictate policy, I just want us to discuss what we do in
worship. While searching the internet to see what other churches and
church musicians were saying, I came across this blog entry by Ken-
neth Dake, the Director of Music at the Marble Collegiate Church in
New York City. I think he addresses the issue very well. I emailed
Ken to get his permission to use his words and we’ve shared a few
emails about the issue since. You can read the complete version at
http://www.marblechurch.org/Blog/tabid/229/articleType/
Article View/articleld/806/Whats-for-Worship-Sunday-March-7.aspx.
I’ve done some editing to make it fit our congregation — my comments
are in italics.

What’s Wrong with Applause in Worship?

Applause is certainly no sin! In rare instances it is highly

appropriate, as for the retirement of a beloved minister or

the welcoming of a new one. But when routine applause

becomes the norm I believe we are robbing ourselves of the

precious sacredness of this hour of worship, which truly is

holy time, set apart from every other hour in our week.

I don’t mean to sound ungrateful for all the gratitude and
affirmation I and others receive. But I do believe that perva-
sive, routine applause during worship is:

® A mood wrecker. The music and the spoken word
work together to create a sacred space, a transcendent
moment. Applause robs us of experiencing the pro-
found mystery and very real sense of Divine Presence
in worship.

® A message distracter. It takes the spotlight off of the
message and puts it on the messenger.

® A peer pressurer. Most people feel reluctant to spoil a
moment that is pregnant with the Spirit, but a small
handful of people often coerce everyone into the
obligatory applause. It’s a tyranny of the few, to be
sure.

® An ego confuser. We in the choirs work hard to let go
of our egos and our natural inclination to be performers
in order to make Sundays less about us and more about
ministry, about transformative worship, and about God.
After all that inner work, applause can really mess with
our heads, reawakening our craving for instant affirma-
tion.

®  An inequitable rewarder. It seems that certain groups
and certain types of music receive much of the ap-
plause. There are so many members of the staff and
congregation who deserve great recognition and over-
flowing gratitude for all they do; rarely do they ever
receive it publicly.

Ways to Redirect the Urge to Applaud

Here are six ideas for things we could try in lieu of applause.
The first three can be practiced right in the moment, and the
last three can be employed over time.

Keep silence After a word is spoken or an anthem is sung I
encourage you to try sitting quietly with the moment, re-
maining fully present in the silence and fully open to hear
whatever word God is speaking to you.
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Voice an acclamation. Substituting a spoken acclamation
for applause separates the church from any ordinary theater
or concert hall. It redirects praise to God, the author of both
the Word being preached and the Song being sung. And to
hear such voiced acclamations are deeply affirming to the
speaker or musician — much more so than applause.

Say a prayer. We need them! Prayer has far greater lasting
value than applause, and by praying for the ministers and
musicians you are giving a priceless gift of love and support.
Send a note, voicemail or email. I am so honored and hum-
bled when people often write to me to say how the music
touched them. Last week I received a Sunday evening email
that began, “Today you were playing for me.” That was
such a generous, wonderful gift that sent me soaring through
the start of my work week!

Make a donation. If you are a regular contributor to SCPC,
you may make a note on the memo line of your check that
“applauds” a ministry which has made a difference in your
life, such as “In gratitude for the CYF ministry.” Or perhaps
you will feel inspired to make a one-time gift, thereby mak-
ing a lasting difference in a particular ministry.

Invite a friend to SCPC. Invite someone to share with you
that which has touched you deeply, inspired you to become
more of the person God intends for you to be, and helped
you forge deep bonds of friendship with others on the faith
journey.

I'm not foolish enough to believe that we could or should keep ap-
plause totally out of worship. In that light, I'd like to close with a
quote from Massanutten Presbyterian Church outside Harrisonburg,
Virginia. You can find the complete document at http://
www.massanuttenchurch.com/ApplauseInChurch.pdf.

We recommend that we make love our aim (I Cor. 14:1) in
this matter:

(a) that those inclined to applaud do so only when they feel
led to do so by the Holy Spirit as a need to identify with
truth set forth in words said or sung by others and to express
to God their joy or enthusiasm derived from that truth, rec-
ognizing that for some worshipers applause, even so moti-
vated, may be offensive.

(b) That those who are offended by applause because it
seems to them worldly or out of place in worship trust their
sisters and brothers not to express themselves in this manner
unless they who applaud believe themselves to be genuinely
led by the Spirit in so doing, in which case their expression
of enthusiasm can be honored and accepted as their gift
offered to God in worship, but others need not feel com-
pelled to join in unless so moved.

(c) That in the exercise of such “mutual forbearance in love”
applause will neither be forbidden nor become so common-
place as to be expected and sought after by those leading in
worship, and the Holy Spirit will guide us in “maintaining
the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace.”

Again, the purpose of this article is not to provide an answer or to
suggest a policy - the purpose of this article is to get us to discuss this
topic and to think about what we do in worship. Go ahead . . . discuss!

Submitted by Ned Wetherald, Director of Music Ministry

UV
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STATE COLLEGE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
- 132 West Beaver Avenue
« State College, PA 16801

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Vol. LIII

Visitation Deacons

Visitation Deacons are members of the congregation who are specially

ordained and installed for the purpose of calling on shut-ins.

Every

month each Deacon visits one or more of our members who are confined
to their homes, living in retirement communities, or nursing homes, or
limited in their ability to be a part of the life of the congregation. If you
know someone who would appreciate such a visit, talk with Susan Reis-

inger or one of the Visitation Deacons.

Class of 2011 Class of 2012
Nancy Funk Martha Frye
Barbara McKeehen Janice Johnson

Mike Mahar
Linda Morrow
Harry Salmon

Deacons

Class of 2013
Dave Beppler
Marcia Beppler

Ellen Coffman
Pam Meister
Bitsey Robertson

Carolyn Tothero
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N
NEWSLETTER
STAFF

Charlotte Baldwin
Lina Hood
Jane Linsky
Brenda Loftus
Winnie O’Halloran
Cheryl Price
Ned Wetherald




