STATE COLLEGE
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

Welcome to Worship
August 2, 2026
9:30 am

State College Presbyterian Church is called to be an inclusive and
intergenerational community that nurtures belonging, serves with
love, and lives out God’s transforming work



Serving this Morning

Ushers: Greeters: Fraser Street: Judy
Head Usher: Tracy Massaglia Killam and Jane Butler .
Ushers: Rick Bryant, Katie Nurmi, Parking Lot: Suzanne Kerlin

Phil Spangler, and Katie Stone
Music: Heike Burghart Rice and Joe

Information Desk: John Marsden Luksa
Sound/Projection/Camera: Liturgist: Paul Mortimore
Clark Moose, Cyril Fubin

Kumachang, and Jerry Sawyer Coffee Hour: Reed Miller and

Megan Catalano

Smile! You’re (Maybe) On Camera! Just a friendly heads-up that we are
livestreaming/recording our service today; thus, you may end up on our YouTube
video. We are so glad you are here to worship with us!
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In response to God’s unconditional love and Jesus’ example of hospitality, State
College Presbyterian Church is called to be a welcoming community. We affirm
all people equally, regardless of, for example, race, ethnicity, citizenship status,
age, sex/gender identity, sexual orientation, capability, religious background, or
circumstance of life. We are committed to removing barriers that separate us. As
we gather in worship, fellowship, and service, all are welcome.



Order of Worship

*The Congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit.

Prelude “Give Me Jesus” arr. Tom Fettke
Tolling of the Bell
Welcome and Announcements Deannine Shipman

*Passing of the Peace (L: Leader; P: People)
L: The peace of Christ be with you.
P: And also with you.

*Call to Worship
L: God is our refuge and strength,
P: a very present help in trouble.
L: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
P: though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
L: The Lord of hosts is with us.
P: The God of Jacob is our refuge.

*Hymn “God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us” No. 436

*Call to Confession Paul Mortimore
*Silent Confession

*Corporate Confession
Gracious God, we confess that we often trust ourselves more than
we trust you. We cling to old fears, hold on to old grudges, and resist
the healing you long to give. Forgive us when pride keeps us from
seeking forgiveness, when fear keeps us from trusting your grace,
and when old wounds keep us from embracing one another. Meet us
in our struggle. Give us the courage to face the truth about
ourselves, the humility to seek forgiveness, and the grace to forgive
as we have been forgiven. Send us into the world as people of your
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



*Assurance of Pardon
L: Friends, this is the Good News of the Gospel:
P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!

*Response to Assurance
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whose grace has par-doned me, and to the Spir-it, whose love has set me free.
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Prayer for Inspiration

First Scripture Reading Genesis 32:13-18, 21—28 (RSV)
Page 26 in the Pew Bible
Anthem “Psalm 3:5-7" Joe Luksa

Joe Luksa, soloist

Children’s Time

Parents and Guardians, please take note that during the children's message, children may be photographed or video
recorded due to our live stream. The video/images may be used without compensation by the church for promotional

purposes in digital or print media. If you do not wish for your child to be in the live stream, the front pew/row of chairs
is not in the live shot.

Song after Children’s Time “Seek Ye First” Hymn No. 175
Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and its righteousness,
and all these things shall be added unto you.
Allelu, alleluia!



Second Scripture Reading Rev. Charles Curley
Genesis 33:1—12 (RSV)

Page 26 in the Pew Bible
L: This is the Word of the Lord, and let all the people say—
P: Thanks be to God.
Sermon It Was Night Rev. Charles Curley
“And Jacob was left alone.”
Genesis 32:24
*Hymn “O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go” No. 833

Call to Offering

There are numerous ways to give to the work of SCPC. Offering plates will be passed through the pews during the
offertory for checks or cash to be left today. To give online, please scan the QR code on the card in the pew rack or inside
the front cover of the pew pad. You may also mail a check to the church office. If you give online or via the mail, you are
invited to place one of the cards from the pew rack in the plate as it is passed.

Thank you for your support!
Offertory “My Shepherd Will Supply My Need” RESIGNATION
U.S.A. folk melody
*Doxology Hymn No. 607

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God, whom we adore.

*Prayer of Dedication

Holy Communion

Invitation to the Table

Instructions

Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give Thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.



The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

Pouring of the Cup

Prayer following communion

*Hymn “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” No. 65
*Charge & Benediction

Postlude “I Come with Joy” W. Walker

Announcements and Upcoming Events

STATE COLLEGE
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

SUMMER SUNDAYS

9:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE AFTER SUMMER PATHWAYS
Sanctuary CHILDREN'S Room 10
Childcare is avoilable for chitdren TIME August 16, 23 & 30
up to Kindergarten age in Room 101 during worship.

Summer Choir
10:30 AM | COFFEE HOUR August 23
Social Hall or outdoors, SUMMER
| weather permitting MUSIC

OPPORTUNITIES

Ringing for Fun
August 30 at 11 am

10:30 AM ‘ CAYAM CORNER

College Students and Young Aduits
CAYAM Corner (Ground Floor) f



First-Time Visitor!
Is this your first time visiting SCPC? We're so glad you’re here!

After worship today, please stop by one of the doors to meet a E|§ [=]
church member— and get “mugged” with an SCPC mug filled o
with goodies. If you'd like more information about our church, O

feel free to reach out to us at officescpc@gmail.com or complete
our Welcome Card located in the pew or online by scanning the QR Code.

Come Ring the Bell!
To sign up your child or youth to ring the bell, please use the QR
Code to sign up. A reminder will be sent the day before your
scheduled date. On the Sunday your child or youth is scheduled to
ring the bell, families should meet Todd, our Building Manager, on
the balcony near the Tower Room at 9:20 am.

Juniper Village Block Party
A

ultigenerational afternoon
gathering for snacking, and
visiting. Come early to join
in viewing worship at 1:45.

Join us!
TODAY
2:45-4:00
building #1930

tinyURL.com/Juniper2026


mailto:officescpc@gmail.com
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7 Theology unTapped

Young Adults gathering for
drinks, food, and fellowship.

- Monday, August 3 6:30-8:30pm =
(@ Plaza Mexican

Tuesday, August 4
at 6:30 pm

Sacred Pause — Sunday, August 9 at 6:30 pm
Sacred Pause is a welcoming contemporary worship and reflection
group that gathers to nurture faith, community, and spiritual growth.
Led by Zack Maser, each gathering includes a time of contemporary worship
followed by a time of individual and group reflection and sharing using a short
reading, poem, scripture passage, or other meaningful resource. All are welcome
to participate in singing, silence, playing an instrument, movement, or whatever
way feels right. Whether you are seeking a deeper spiritual rhythm, meaningful
connection, or simply a peaceful place to pause, this group offers an opportunity
to encounter God through worship, reflection, and authentic community. Sacred
Pause meets in Westminster Hall the second Sunday of each month
for one hour, beginning at 6:30 PM.



Wandering Women's Hike - Saturday, August 15
All women of the church are invited to join Wandering Women at Shaver’s
Creek on Saturday, August 15. Meet at the church at 8:30 to carpool, or, if
you're coming directly, at 9 a.m. in the parking lot for the Environmental Center.
NOTE: THIS IS NOT THE SAME PARKING LOT WE USED FOR THE LAST
SHAVER’S CREEK HIKE. Take either PA26 or PA 45 west out of State College.
When you get to Pine Grove Mills, turn left onto S. Water St. (also PA26). Follow
the road over the mountain for 4.1 miles and then turn right onto Charter Oak
Rd. After 1.7miles, make a left onto Red Rose Rd. In3/10 of a mile, the road
splits. Bear right on Discovery Road, which you will follow until you come to a
large parking lot for the Environmental Center. We'll meet there.

We'll walk the Lake Trail, which is about 3 miles long. The path has some ups and
downs, but we’ll go counterclockwise so we do most of the climbs and descents in
the first half of the walk. As always, we’ll plan to walk in light rain, but will cancel
if storms are likely. Dress for the weather, and consider bringing water,
sunscreen, and insect repellent. If you have questions, please contact Ann
Wheeler at annbehlenwheeler@gmail.com

Sl
BLESSING OF THE
BACKPACKS

SUNDAY, AUGUST 23
DURING WORSHIP

Bring your backpack, school bag, or briefcase to worship
on August 23.

This blessing is not just for children and youth but for all starting back to school
as students and teachers.



Childcare Volunteers and/or Hired Caregiver Needed
Even though it's a slowed-down summer, we still have childcare needs, and we
are looking for a few more folks to help us out during worship time!
Volunteers need to arrive by 9:15 and stay through worship.

Hired caregivers arrive at 9 am, stay through worship, and clean up after.
If you are willing and interested, please get in touch with Deannine ASAP at
deanninescpc@gmail.com.

Chip In for Krislund Golf Tournament
The Chip In for Krislund Golf Tournament will be held on Friday, September
11, at Nittany Country Club. The tournament aims to raise $22,000 to help
send children to Krislund Camp.

Golfers of all skill levels are welcome, and volunteers are also needed to assist
throughout the day. To register as a golfer or volunteer, visit
birdease.com/krislundgolf or contact Craig Colwell at ccolwell17@gmail.com.



Staff & Leadership
Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation!
Senior Pastor: The Rev. Scott Hoffman
Director of Education and Program: Deannine Shipman
Director of Music Ministry: Heike Burghart Rice
Financial Administrator: Michelle Fortin
Building Manager: Todd Hockenberry
Assistant Custodian: Chelsea Hockenberry
Church Secretary: Laura Green
Mission Associate: Cricket Hunter
Stay and Play Preschool Director: Laura Seeley
Stay and Play Assistant Director: Dianna Danko
Interim Chrysalis Coordinator: Laura Essinger-Hileman
Kitchen Coordinators: Mike and Amy Gordon

For more information about the church and our programs, please
visit our website at scpresby.org.

If you are an online attendee, we hope you will "sign the pew pad"
virtually by texting "check in" during the welcome and announcement
time so we know you're watching! The phone number is 833-234-

1326.
To give via our Online Giving site, scan the QR Code.

State College Presbyterian Church
132 W. Beaver Avenue
State College, PA 16801
814-238-2422
www.scpresby.org
officescpc@gmail.com



Calendar

Sun 2
Communion Sunday
AM 9:00 Childcare, Rm 101
9:30 Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 CAYAM Corner
10:30 Coffee Hour, Social Hall
10:30 Connect, Fireside Rm
PM 2:45 Juniper Block Party, Juniper Village

Mon 3

PM 6:30 Theology UnTapped, Plaza Mexican
7:00 Education Ministry Unit Meeting, Martin Rm
7:00 Virtual Centering Prayer, Zoom

Tues 4

PM 12:00 Congregational Prayer Meeting, Zoom
5:30 LOGOS Coordinator Meeting, Fireside Rm
7:00 Personnel Ministry Unit, Rm 10

Thurs 6
PM 5:00 Worship Committee Meeting, Martin Rm
6:30 Men’s Covenant Group, Martin Rm

Sun 9
AM 9:00 Childcare, Rm 101
9:30 Worship, Sanctuary
10:30 CAYAM Corner
10:30 Coffee Hour, Social Hall
10:30 Connect, Fireside Rm
PM Sacred Pause, Westminster Hall



Sunday, August 2, 2026

Genesis 32:13—18, 21—28 (RSV)

So he lodged there that night, and took from what he had with him a present for his brother Esau, two
hundred she-goats and twenty he-goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, thirty milch camels and
their colts, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty she-asses and ten he-asses. These he delivered into the
hand of his servants, every drove by itself, and said to his servants, “Pass on before me, and put a
space between drove and drove.” He instructed the foremost, “When Esau my brother meets you, and
asks you, “To whom do you belong? Where are you going? And whose are these before you?’ then you
shall say, “They belong to your servant Jacob; they are a present sent to my lord Esau; and moreover
he is behind us.”

So the present passed on before him; and he himself lodged that night in the camp.

The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, and crossed
the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he
had. And Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. When the
man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and Jacob’s thigh
was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But
Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” And he said to him, “What is your name?” And
he said, “Jacob.” Then he said, “Your name shall no more be called Jacob, but Israel,[a] for you have
striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.”

Genesis 33:1—12 (RSV)

And Jacob lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, Esau was coming, and four hundred men with
him. So he divided the children among Leah and Rachel and the two maids. And he put the maids
with their children in front, then Leah with her children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all. He himself
went on before them, bowing himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother.

But Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept.
And when Esau raised his eyes and saw the women and children, he said, “Who are these with you?”
Jacob said, “The children whom God has graciously given your servant.” Then the maids drew near,
they and their children, and bowed down; Leah likewise and her children drew near and bowed down;
and last Joseph and Rachel drew near, and they bowed down. Esau said, “What do you mean by all
this company which I met?” Jacob answered, “To find favor in the sight of my lord.” But Esau said, “I
have enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself.” Jacob said, “No, I pray you, if I have
found favor in your sight, then accept my present from my hand; for truly to see your face is like
seeing the face of God, with such favor have you received me. Accept, I pray you, my gift that is
brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough.” Thus he urged
him, and he took it.

Then Esau said, “Let us journey on our way, and I will go before you.”



FORGIVENESS

God of Compassion, in Mercy 436
Befriend Us
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1 God of com-pas - sion, in mer - cy be-friend s,
2 Though we are lost, you have sought wus and found us,
3 How shall we stray, with your hand to di - rect us,
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Wis - dom and strength for each day ev -er send us,
Wrap now your peace, like a man - tle, a - round us,
What  shall we fear with your power to pro - tect us,
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By ending with questions rather than simple affirmations, this text conveys a strong sense of faith in God’s
presence and guidance without ignoring how much of the future remains unknown. The confidence of the
text is well matched by its sturdy 17th-century French tune.

TEXT: John J. Moment, 1933, alt. O QUANTA QUALIA
MUSIC: Paris Antiphoner, 1681; harm. La Feillée’s Méthode du plain-chant, 1808 11.11.11.11



O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go 833
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1 O Love that wilt not let me go, I rest my
2 O Light that fol-lowest all my  way, I yield my
30 Joy that seek - est me through pain, I can - not
4 O Cross that lift - est up my  head, I dare not
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wea - ry soul in thee; I give thee back the life I owe, that
flick-ering torch to thee; my heart re-stores its  bor-rowedray, that
close my heart to thee; I trace the rain-bow through the rain, and
ask to fly from thee; I lay in dustlife’'s glo - ry dead, and
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in thine o - cean depths its flow may rich - er, full - er be.
in  thy sun-shine’s blaze its day may bright - er, fair - er be.
feel the prom - ise is not vain that morn shall tear - less be.
from the ground there blos-soms red life that shall end - less be.
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This intense hymn of commitment to God addressed as Love, Light, and Joy) closes with an invocation of
the ultimate testimony to those attributes (thc Cross). The composer, a Scotsman, named this specially-
composed tune for the 11th-century patroness of Scotland.

TEXT: George Matheson, 1881, alt.
MUSIC: Albert Lister Peace, 1884, alt.

ST. MARGARET
8.8.8.8.6



GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 65
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1 Guide me, O  thou great Je - ho - vah, pil - grim through this
2 O - pen now the «crys - tal foun-tain, whence the heal - ing
3 When 1 tread the verge of Jor - dan, bid my anx - ious
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bar - ren land. I am weak, but thou art might-y. Hold me

stream doth flow. Let the fire and cloud-y pil - lar lead me
fears  sub - side. Death of death, and hell’s de - struc-tion, land me
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with thy power-ful hand. Bread of heav-en, bread of heav-en,

all  my jour - ney through.Strong de-liv - erer, strong de-liv - erer,
safe on Ca-naan’s side. Songs of prais-es, songs of prais-es
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feedme tll I want no more; feed me tll I want no more.
be thou still my strength and shield; be thou still my strength and shield.
I  will ev-er give to thee; I will ev - er give to thee.
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Few Welsh hymns are as well known or loved as this 18th-century text that did not gain its popular tune

until the early 20th century. In both its original text and in English translation, it is a stirring hymn of
pilgrimage filled with vivid imagery from Hebrew Scripture.

TEXT: William Williams, 1762; stanza 1, trans. Peter Williams, 1771; stanzas 2--3, trans. William Williams, 1772 CWM RHONDDA
MUSIC: John Hughes, 1907 8.7.8.7.8.7.7
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