
 

 

 

 

First Sunday of Advent 

November 30, 2025 

9:30 am 
 
 

Welcome! State College Presbyterian Church is a warm, diverse, 

dynamic faith community with people of all ages and generations 

coming together to learn, serve, and worship together



Serving this Morning 

Ushers:  

Head Usher: Scott Banfield 

Ushers: Benton Bickerton, Mary Ann 
Sesler, Phil Spangler, and Steve Van 
Hook 
 
Information Desk: Cheryl Price 
 
Liturgist: Ginny Rainey 
 

Sound/Projection: Scott 
Thompson 
 
Greeters:  
Parking Lot: Scott and Mary Ann 
Sesler 
Fraser Street: David and Ruth 
Klementik 
 
Music: Chancel Choir and Caroline 
Sheehan

Coffee Hour:  Jamey Perry and  
Margaret VanFossan 
 
 
 
 
Smile! You’re (Maybe) On Camera! Just a friendly heads-up that we are 
livestreaming/recording our service today; thus, you may end up on our YouTube 
video. We are so glad you are here to worship with us! 
 
 

 
 

In response to God’s unconditional love and Jesus’ example of hospitality, State 

College Presbyterian Church is called to be a welcoming community.  We affirm 

all people equally, regardless of, for example, race, ethnicity, age, gender identity, 

sexual orientation, capability, religious background, or circumstance of life.  We 

are committed to removing barriers that separate us.  As we gather in worship, 

fellowship, and service, all are welcome 



Order of Worship  

                                                    *The Congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit.  

Prelude “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme” J. S. Bach  
 

Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Scott Hoffman 
 
Moment of Mindful Reflection 
 
Lighting of the Advent Candle  Joel Raney 

Sophia Sampson, Evie Saathoff, the Richardson Family, and the Mooses 
 

Choir:  
As we watch for the dawn of a brighter day, a candle of hope lights the way.  
As we look for the signs of the promised birth,  
of a Savior who brings heaven to earth. 
 

Congregation: 

 
                       Words and Music - ©2024 Hope Publishing Company OneLicense #A-700990 

 



For those of us facing difficult challenges      
   Ignite our hearts with hope.  
For the end of wars wreaking havoc and pain in our world   
   Ignite our hearts with hope. 
For safety for those fleeing the tyranny of oppression   
   Ignite our hearts with hope. 
For the light of forgiveness to shine in our hearts   
   Ignite our hearts with hope.  

*Passing of the Peace (L: Leader; P: People)  
 L: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 P: And also with you. 
 

*Hymn “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” No. 82  
 

*Call to Confession  Deannine Shipman  
 

*Silent Confession 
 
*Corporate Confession  

Merciful God, always with us, always coming: We confess that we do 

not know how to prepare for your Advent. We have forgotten how to 

hope in miracles; we have ignored the promise of your kingdom; we 

get distracted by all the busyness of this season. Forgive us, God. 

Grant us the simple wonder of the shepherds, the intelligent courage 

of the Magi, and the patient faith of Mary and Joseph, that we may 

journey with them to Bethlehem and find the good news of a child 

born for us. Now, in the quiet of our hearts, we ask you to make us 

ready for his coming. Amen. 

*Assurance of Pardon 
 L: Friends, this is the Good News of the Gospel: 
 P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Call to the Word 
 Listen to the word that God has spoken; 
 Listen to the One who is close at hand; 
 Listen to the voice that began creation; 
 Listen even if you don’t understand. 
   
Prayer for Inspiration  Ginny Rainey 

 
First Scripture Reading  Isaiah 30:27–31 
                                                   Page 574 in the pew Bible 
 
Anthem “Keep Your Lamps!” Spiritual, arr. Andre Thomas 

  Chancel Choir with Caroline Sheehan, soloist  
 

Children’s Time     
Parents and Guardians, please take note that during the children's message, children may be photographed or video 
recorded due to our live stream. The video/images may be used without compensation by the church for promotional 
purposes in digital or print media.  If you do not wish for your child to be in the live stream, the front pew/row of chairs 
is not in the live shot.  

 
Song after Children’s Time  Hymn. No. 114, v.3 
 Be near me Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 

 close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

 Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
 and fit us for heaven to live with thee there. 
 
Second Scripture Reading  Romans 5:1–5  
                                                   Page 917 in the pew Bible  
 L: This is the Word of the Lord, and let all the people say— 
 P: Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon Hope Rev. Scott Hoffman 
 
*Hymn     “Live into Hope” Hymn No. 772 
    
Call to Offering  Reed Dressler 

There are numerous ways to give to the work of SCPC. Offering plates will be passed through the pews during the offertory 
for checks or cash to be left today. To give online, please scan the QR code on the card in the pew rack or inside the front 
cover of the pew pad.  You may also mail a check to the church office. If you give online or via the mail, you are invited to 
place one of the cards from the pew rack in the plate as it is passed. 

 Thank you for your support! 

 



Offertory “Soon I Will Be Done” Spiritual 

  Caroline Sheehan, soloist 
 
*Doxology  Hymn No. 144, v. 4 
 What can I give him, poor as I am? 
 If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
 if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
 yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication  
 
Sharing Joys and Concerns 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

       
*Hymn “Jesus, Jesus, O What a Wonderful Child” Hymn No. 126  
 

*Charge & Benediction  
 

Postlude Prelude on "Hyfrydol"  Healey Willan  
 

 
All donations are welcome.  Add something to your cart when you can (physically, 

mentally, and financially!) 



Announcements and Upcoming Events 
 

Infant and Child Care is available for children up to age 3 in Room 101.  

Children Worship & Song Children who are already age 3 and up through 2nd 
Graders are welcome to come to the program entitled Children, Worship & Song 
after the Children’s Message in Room 11. There will be stories using the Godly 
Play method, with biblical figures, and even a desert box and interactive 
storytelling. At 10:30 am, the Sunday morning Pathways’ teachers will come and 
get the children for Exploration Hour in the Pathways’ classrooms upstairs in 
Rooms 209 and 210. 
 
 

 
 
 

There is no Adult Education Offering in Westminster Hall today. 
Please join us in Room 10 for Connect or at Coffee Hour in  

the Social Hall. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Advent Organ Recitals Wednesdays at 12:30 pm 
Advent Organ recitals will take place on Wednesdays at 12:30 pm and will all be 
followed by lunch in the Social Hall. Join us for lovely music of the season, plus 
delicious food and fellowship. These recitals will be livestreamed and found on 
our YouTube page. 
 

 
 

Christmas Candlelight Service 
We invite you to our Candlelight Service 
on Sunday, December 14th, at 4:00 
PM. This year’s event will feature an 
Advent and Christmas Hymn Festival by 
Michael Burkhardt. Join our Candlelight 
Choir, accompanied by brass instruments, 
organ, oboe, and handbells, for a delightful 
evening of choral and congregational 
music. 
The service will include readings from 
scripture and reflections inspired by the writings of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer. Afterward, please join us for a light supper provided by the 
Deacons in the Social Hall. Childcare will be available in room 101. This 
service will be livestreamed and can be viewed on our YouTube channel.  
 



 
 
 
There are still many angels left to choose! 
Please be sure to pick one up soon—all gifts are due back by December 
8th. Thank you for helping make Christmas brighter for those in 
need! 

 
 

Can you help with Angel Tree? 
We will need wrappers, organizers, and drivers in no time! Sign up by using the 

QR Code below. 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

https://tinyurl.com/ChristmasDinnerRESERVATION2025 
https://tinyurl.com/ChristmasDinnerVOLUNTEER2025 
https://tinyurl.com/ChristmasDinnerDONATION2025 

 
 

Do you want to learn more about SCPC?  Interested in becoming a member? 
Please reach out to the church office (officescpc@gmail.com) or 814-238-2422 to 
let us know, and we will be happy to share more about who we are, what we do, 

and how to become a member! 

mailto:officescpc@gmail.com


Staff & Leadership 
Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation! 

Senior Pastor: The Rev. Scott Hoffman 
Director of Education and Program: Deannine Shipman 

Director of Music Ministry: Heike Burghart Rice 
Interim Director of Youth Ministry: Reed Dressler 

Financial Administrator: Michelle Fortin 
Building Manager: Todd Hockenberry 

Assistant Custodian: Chelsea Hockenberry 
Church Secretary: Laura Green 

Mission Associate: Cricket Hunter 
Stay and Play Preschool Director: Laura Seeley 
Stay and Play Assistant Director: Dianna Danko 

Interim Chrysalis Coordinator: Laura Essinger-Hileman 
Kitchen Coordinators: Mike and Amy Gordon 

 
 
 

For more information about the church and our programs, please 
visit our website at scpresby.org. 

 
If you are an online attendee, we hope you will "sign the pew pad" 
virtually by texting "check in" during the welcome and announcement 
time so we know you're watching! The phone number is 833-234-
1326.    

To give via our Online Giving site, scan the QR Code. 
 

 
 

State College Presbyterian Church 
132 W. Beaver Avenue 

State College, PA 16801 
814-238-2422 

www.scpresby.org 
officescpc@gmail.



Calendar 
 
Sun 30 
First Sunday of Advent 
AM   9:00 Childcare, Rm 101 
 9:00 Coffee Hour, Social Hall 
 9:30 Worship, Sanctuary 

 10:00 Children, Worship & 
Song, Rm 11 

 10:30 Exploration Hour 
  PM 4:00 Candlelight Choir 

Rehearsal, Choir Rm 
  
Mon 1 
PM  12:30 Stay and Play Staff    

Meeting, Social Hall 
         6:00 Scouts’ Den Meeting, Rm 

10 & 11 
         6:00 Scouts’ Troop Meeting, 

Westminster Hall 
         7:00 Virtual Centering Prayer, 

Zoom 
 
Tues 2 

  AM 10:00 Staff Meeting 
  PM 12:00 Congregational Prayer   

Meeting, Zoom 
 4:00 Little LOGOS, Rm 101 
 4:00 LOGOS Geckos 
 5:15 LOGOS Chrysalis 
 7:15 Personnel Committee 

Meeting, Rm 10 
 7:30 Handbell Choir, Choir Rm 
 
 
 
 

Wed 3 
PM 12:00 Wednesday in the Word, 

Zoom/Fireside Rm 
 12:30 Advent Organ Recital 
 6:00 FISH, Fireside Rm 
 6:30 Orpheus Rehearsal, Choir 

Rm 
 8:00 Women’s Fellowship, 

Federal Taphouse 
 
Thurs 4 
PM 4:30 Stay and Play with Santa, 

Social Hall 
 5:30 PSF, Fireside Rm and 

CAYAM Corner 
 6:30 Men’s Covenant Group, 

Martin Rm 
 7:00 Chancel Choir, Choir Rm 
 
Sun 7 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Communion Sunday 
AM 9:00 Childcare, Rm 101 
 9:00 Coffee Hour, Social Hall 
 9:30 Worship, Sanctuary 
 10:00 Children, Worship, & 

Song, Rm 11 
 10:30 Exploration Hour 
 11:30 Deacons’ Meeting, Martin 

Rm 
PM 1:30 YoPro Games, Fireside Rm 
 2:45 Juniper Block Party, 

Juniper Village 
 4:00 Candlelight Choir 

Rehearsal, Choir Rm 
  
  



Sunday, November 30, 2025 
 
Isaiah 30:27–31 
See, the name of the LORD comes from far away, 
    his anger burning and his burden heavy;[a] 
his lips are full of indignation, 
    and his tongue is like a devouring fire; 
his breath is like an overflowing stream 
    that reaches up to the neck— 
to sift the nations with the sieve of destruction 
    and to place on the jaws of the peoples a bridle that leads them astray. 

You shall have a song as in the night when a holy festival is kept and gladness of heart, as when one 
sets out to the sound of the flute to go to the mountain of the LORD, to the Rock of Israel. And 
the LORD will cause his majestic voice to be heard and the descending blow of his arm to be seen, in 
furious anger and a flame of devouring fire, with a cloudburst and tempest and hailstones. The 
Assyrian will be terror-stricken at the voice of the LORD when he strikes with his rod. 

 
 
Romans 5:1–5 
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we[a] have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have obtained access[b] to this grace in which we stand, and we[c] boast in 
our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we[d] also boast in our afflictions, knowing 
that affliction produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2030%3A27%E2%80%9331&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-18245a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%205%3A1%E2%80%935&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-28034a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%205%3A1%E2%80%935&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-28035b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%205%3A1%E2%80%935&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-28035c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%205%3A1%E2%80%935&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-28036d
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