
Hymn No. 94 – “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper” 
 1 Now the heavens start to whisper, 
as the veil is growing thin. 
Earth from slumber wakes to listen 
to the stirring, faint within: 
seed of promise, deeply planted, 
child to spring from Jesse’s stem! 
Like the soil beneath the frostline, 
hearts grow soft to welcome him. 
 
2 Heavy clouds that block the moonlight 
now begin to drift away. 
Diamond brilliance through the darkness 
shines the hope of coming day. 
Christ, the morning star of splendor, 
gleams within a world grown dim. 
Heaven’s ember fans to fullness; 
hearts grow warm to welcome him. 
 
Hymn No. 378 v.4 – “We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom”  
4 That little child shall lead us 
to walk the chosen way, 
to share the peaceful kingdom, 
to greet God’s newborn day. 
The child born in a stable 
is sent to break our chains, 
to bring through word and table 
the day when justice reigns. 
 
Hymn No. 106 - “Prepare the Way, O Zion” 
 1  Prepare the way, O Zion, 
your Christ is drawing near! 
Let every hill and valley 
a level way appear. 
Greet One who comes in glory, 
foretold in sacred story. 
Refrain: 
O blest is Christ who came 
in God’s most holy name. 
2 He brings God’s rule, O Zion; 
he comes from heaven above. 
His rule is peace and freedom, 
and justice, truth, and love. 
Lift high your praise resounding, 
for grace and joy abounding. 
Refrain: 
O blest is Christ who came 
in God’s most holy name. 

3 Fling wide your gates, O Zion; 

your Savior’s rule embrace, 

and tidings of salvation 

proclaim in every place. 

All lands will bow rejoicing, 

their adoration voicing. 

Refrain: 

O blest is Christ who came 

in God’s most holy name. 

3 Christ, eternal Sun of justice, 

Christ, the rose of wisdom’s seed, 

come to bless with fire and fragrance 

hours of yearning, hurt, and need. 

In the lonely, in the stranger, 

in the outcast, hid from view: 

child who comes to grace the manger, 

teach our hearts to welcome you. 



Hymn No.605 “Praise to God the Father” 

Praise to God the Father; 
praise to God the Son; 
praise to God the Spirit: 
praise to the Three-in-One. 
Sing praise, sing praise to the Lord on high. 
Praise to God Almighty; 
praise to the Holy One. 
Hail him who saves you by his grace, 
and crown him Lord of all!  

Hymn No.105 v.1,4,5 “People Look East” 

1 People, look east. The time is near 
of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able; 
trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Guest, is on the way. 

4 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim 
one more light the bowl shall brim, 
shining beyond the frosty weather, 
bright as sun and moon together. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Star, is on the way. 

1 Chronicles 16:23-34 

Sing to the Lord, all the earth. 
   Tell of his salvation from day to day.  
Declare his glory among the nations, 
   his marvellous works among all the peoples.  
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 
   he is to be revered above all gods.  
For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 
   but the Lord made the heavens.  
Honour and majesty are before him; 
   strength and joy are in his place.  
Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, 
   ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.  
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
   bring an offering, and come before him. 
Worship the Lord in holy splendour;  
   tremble before him, all the earth. 
   The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved.  
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, 
   and let them say among the nations, ‘The Lord is king!’  
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
   let the field exult, and everything in it.  

5 Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 

Christ who brings new life to earth. 

Set every peak and valley humming 

with the word, the Lord is coming. 

People, look east and sing today: 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 



Then shall the trees of the forest sing for joy 
   before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth.  
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
   for his steadfast love endures for ever.  

John 3:1-8 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to 
him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that 
you do apart from the presence of God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God without being born from above.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after 
having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, 
‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is 
born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, 
“You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you 
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ 


