Hymn No. 104 - “O Lord, How Shall | Meet You”
1 0 Lord, how shall  meet you,

how welcome you aright?

Your people long to greet you,

3 You come, O Lord, with gladness,
in mercy and goodwill,

my hope, my heart’s delight! to bring an end to sadness

O kindle, Lord most holy, and bid our fears be still.

a lamp within my breast, In patient expectation

to doin spirit lowly we live for that great day

all that may please you best. when your renewed creation

your glory shall display.
2 Love caused your incarnation;
love brought you down to me;
your thirst for my salvation
procured my liberty.
O love beyond all telling,
that led you to embrace
in love, all loves excelling,
our lost and fallen race.

Hymn No. 378 v.4 - “We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom”
4 That little child shall lead us

to walk the chosen way,

to share the peaceful kingdom,

to greet God’s newborn day.

The child born in a stable

is sent to break our chains,

to bring through word and table

the day when justice reigns.

Hymn No. 96 - ““On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry

announces that the Lord is nigh;

awake and hearken, for he brings

glad tidings of the King of kings!

3 We hail you as our Savior, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward;
without your grace we waste away
like flowers that wither and decay.

2 Then cleansed be every life from sin;

make straight the way for God within, 4 Stretch forth your hand; our health restore,
and let us all our hearts prepare and make us rise to fall no more.
for Christ to come and enter there. O let your face upon us shine

and fill the world with love divine.
Hymn No.605 “Praise to God the Father”

Praise to God the Father;

praise to God the Son;

praise to God the Spirit:

praise to the Three-in-One.

Sing praise, sing praise to the Lord on high.
Praise to God Almighty;



praise to the Holy One.
Hail him who saves you by his grace,
and crown him Lord of all!

Hymn No.93 “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”

1 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates;
behold the King of glory waits;

the King of kings is drawing near;
the Savior of the world is here.

3 Redeemer, come! | open wide
my heart to thee; here, Lord, abide.
Let me thy inner presence feel;
thy grace and love in me reveal.

2 Fling wide the portals of your heart;
make it a temple, set apart

from earthly use for heaven’s employ,
adorned with prayer and love and joy.

Psalm 63:1-4

A Psalm of David, when he was in the Wilderness of Judah.
O God, you are my God, | seek you,
my soul thirsts for you;
my flesh faints for you,
as in a dry and weary land where there is no water.
So | have looked upon you in the sanctuary,
beholding your power and glory.
Because your steadfast love is better than life,
my lips will praise you.
So | will bless you as long as | live;
| will liftt up my hands and call on your name.

John 1:6-8, 19-28

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,
‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘/l am not the Messiah.” And they asked
him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘l am not.” ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.” Then they
said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’
He said,

‘l am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,

“Make straight the way of the Lord”’,

as the prophet Isaiah said.

Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are
neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘| baptize with water. Among you
stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; | am not worthy to untie the thong of
his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing.



