
Hymn No. 631 – “In the Presence of Your People” 
1 In the presence of your people 
I will praise your name, 
for alone you are holy, 
enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
Let us celebrate your goodness 
and your steadfast love; 
may your name be exalted 
here on earth and in heaven above. 
 
2 All who love you sing your praises 
and proclaim your power, 
for alone you are holy, 
enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
You have not ignored our suffering 
but have heard our cry; 
may your name be exalted 
here on earth and in heaven above. 
 
 
Hymn No.687– “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” 

 1 Our God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, 
and our eternal home: 
 
2 Beneath the shadow of thy throne 
thy saints have dwelt secure; 
sufficient is thine arm alone, 
and our defense is sure. 
 
3 Before the hills in order stood, 
or earth received its frame, 
from everlasting thou art God, 
to endless years the same. 

 

Mark 8:27-38 
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the 
prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he 
sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the 
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get 

 4 A thousand ages in thy sight 
are like an evening gone, 
short as the watch that ends the night 
before the rising sun. 
 
5 Time, like an ever rolling stream, 
bears all our years away; 
they fly forgotten, as a dream 
dies at the opening day. 
 
6 Our God, our help in ages past, 
our hope for years to come, 
be thou our guard while life shall last, 
and our eternal home. 

3 All who seek your rule will praise you 

and be satisfied; 

for alone you are holy, 

enthroned on the praises of Israel. 

All the peoples of the nations 

will bow down to you; 

may your name be exalted 

here on earth and in heaven above. 



behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” He called the crowd 
with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, 
and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 
Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with 
the holy angels.” 

 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-18 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; 
walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you 
exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant 
with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but 
your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you 
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my 
covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an 
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai 
your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give 
you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said to himself, “Can a child be born to a man who is a 
hundred years old? Can Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” And Abraham said to God, “O that 
Ishmael might live in your sight!” 


