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Pastor Nominating Committee 

June Update 
Last month, Pastor John outlined the process: “They (PNC) are pre-
paring an official listing which describes the church and the position 
we are seeking to fill. After this Ministry Information Form (MIF) is 
posted on a national database, they will be reading and reviewing 
ministers’ Personal Information Forms (PIF), contacting potential 
candidates, and conducting interviews.”  Our committee has met 
weekly since starting in April to complete the ministry information 
required to enter into the national database.  The report prepared by 
the Pastor Visioning Team (presented to the congregation) is the foun-
dation of our document.   Our church’s vision was tailored to fit the 
specific form (now called MDP) and will be submitted to Session for 
approval on May 21st.   Once approved, it will be submitted to Presby-
tery’s Committee on Ministry (COM) for review and approval.  If all 
goes as planned, we hope to upload our information into the national 
database in June.   We will then begin to receive PIFs of pastors who 
meet our church’s vision.  In the interim, our committee will define 
our process for reviewing and ranking our candidates.  We will keep 
the congregation regularly informed of our progress in the PresbyPost 
and monthly during a church service.  We are grateful for the support 
of the congregation and understanding that once we receive PIFs, 
much of what we do will be confidential.  We’ve had great support 
from Pastor John, the Personnel Committee, and church staff.  As 
noted last month, we also have support and input from Ken Raney and 
Terry Musser from Presbytery.   Finally, I’m thankful for the diligent, 
open, and thoughtful work of our PNC members. – Bob Igo 
PNC members: Jamie Bauman, Bob Igo, Rob Leicht, Laura Millard, 
Jerry Sawyer, Katie Stone, and Steve Van Hook.  

Congrats Advanced Degree Graduates!  
We are so proud of your work and are sending our love with you into 
your next season.  

Jamie Bachman- B.A. Labor and Human Resource Management B.A. 
French and Francophone Studies from The Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity 

Katrina Cole- B.M. in Music; focus in vocal performance from The 
Pennsylvania State University She will be attending University of 
Memphis next year to pursue a Masters in vocal performance! 

Kristen Miller- B.A. in Global and International Studies, Spanish, 
Latin American Studies, Labor and Human Resources Plus a minor in 
Portuguese graduated from The Pennsylvania State University in De-
cember 2022! 

William Peck- PhD in Industrial Engineering and Operations Re-
search, graduating in December 2023 from The Pennsylvania State 
University. He will be beginning his career at Los Alamos National 
Laboratory in Los Alamos, NM as an R&D Engineer III. 

Lauren Spadt- B.S. in Biomedical Engineering from The Pennsylva-
nia State University She will be attending University of Virginia 
School of Medicine this Fall.  

Jean-Pierre Theron- PhD in Aerospace Engineering, graduating in 
December 2023 from The Pennsylvania State University 

Dietre Van Hook- B.S. Electro Mechanical Engineering Technology 
from The Pennsylvania State University- Altoona 
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Interim Senior Pastor 
Rev. John Porter 

pastorjohnporterscpc@gmail.com 
 

Associate Pastor in Campus and Young Adult Ministries   
Rev. Allison Maus  

allisonscpc@gmail.com     Ext. 209 
 

Director of Education and Program - Deannine Shipman 
deanninescpc@gmail.com     Ext. 213 

 
 

Membership and Program Associate – Martha Trout 
marthascpc@gmail.com     Ext. 202 

 

Church Secretary – Laura Green 
officescpc@gmail.com     Ext. 201 

 

Stay and Play Director – Laura Seeley 
stayandplayscpc@gmail.com     Ext. 221 

 

Director of Youth Ministry 
Reed Dressler 

youthministryscpc@gmail.com 
 

Mission Associate 
Cricket Hunter 

missionatscpc@gmail.com 
 

Chrysalis Coordinator (Middle School) 
Laura Essinger-Hileman 

scpcchrysalis@gmail.com 
 

Kitchen Coordinators - Mike and Amy Gordon 
 

Financial Administrator – Michelle Fortin 
finadmscpc@gmail.com     Ext. 207 

 

Assistant Financial Administrator - Anne Thomas 
 

Building Manager – Todd Hockenberry 
bldgmgrscpc@gmail.com      Ext. 210 

 
 

 
Phone (814)238-2422             Fax (814)238-3524 

Website - www.scpresby.org 

Hekima Place Service Trip 

T he Hekima Place service trip team will be leaving for Ken-
ya in less than two months! Please watch the weekly update 

and the bulletin for announcements about items the team will 
collect to take with us for the girls. We also still need assistance 
with transportation to and from JFK airport on July 18th and 
July 29th. Please contact Cheryl Price (clprice73@gmail.com) if 
you could provide a large vehicle and/or drive us to or from the 
airport. We appreciate the financial and prayer support the con-
gregation has already provided. 

Welcome Tabitha Hanson 

P lease welcome Tabitha Hanson as she takes on the role of 
interim organist for the summer. Tabi-

tha is from Wisconsin and earned her 
bachelors degree from University of Wis-
consin - Stevens Point.  She just complet-
ed a masters degree in oboe performance 
at Penn State.  Tabitha’s mother is a pas-
tor.  She will begin her duties on Sunday, 
June 4th.   

Sunday, June 4 - 10:00 AM 
 To Work for Order & Ordering our Work  
 Genesis 1:24-2:3; Matthew 28:16-20  
 Rev. John Porter, preaching 
 
Sunday, June 11 - 10:00 AM 
 Psalm 50:7-15; Matthew 9:9-13 
 Rev. John Porter, preaching 
 
Sunday, June 18 - 10:00 AM 
 Rev. Allison Maus, preaching 
 
Sunday, June 25 - 10:00 AM 
 Communion 
 Guest Preacher, Ken Raney 
 
Sunday, July 2 - 10:00 AM 
 The Unwelcomed Word  
 Jeremiah 28:5-9; Matthew 10:37-42  
 Rev. John Porter, preaching 
 
Sunday, July 9 - 10:00 AM 
 Existential Mending: The Work of a Higher Power  
 Romans 7:15-25a; Matthew 11:16-19 
 Rev. John Porter, preaching 
 
Sunday, July 16 - 10:00 AM 
 The Implanted Word  
 Isaiah 55:10-13; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  
 Rev. John Porter, preaching 
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Wandering Women Walk June 17 

A ll women of the church are invited to join the Wandering 
Women walk on Saturday, June 17 at 9:00. Sharon Manno 

will be leading our time together. We will take a walking tour 
of historical Bellefonte, including underground railroad sites 
and the waterfront, led by Bellefonte High School History 
teacher and tour guide, Matt Maris. The tour will meet at Tal-
leyrand Park. The fee is $12 per person, payable to Matt in cash 
or with a check (no credit cards). Carpooling is encouraged 
because this is the same day as the Bellefonte cruise, so many 
antique vehicles will be gathering on High Street. To carpool 
from the church, be at the parking lot by 8:30 a.m. (Parking 
may also be available at the Match Factory or the Municipal lot 
in front of CVS.) 

Dress for the weather, bring a water bottle, and consider sun-
screen. We usually walk in light rain but will cancel if the 
weather is stormy. Look for any cancellation information on 
SCPC Facebook and via e-mail. Any questions, contact Sharon 
(scfaulk@comcast.net). 

Due to the Arts Festival, there will not be an organized walk in 
July. Enjoy the Festival! 

 

Stay and Play 

S tay & Play Preschool is celebrating a wonderful school 
year! Laura Seeley (S&P Director) and Dianna Danko 

(S&P Administrative Assistant) want to thank everyone for an 
amazing year. Centre Gives was a blessing for Stay & Play this 
year as it was our first-time enrolled, with $1,155 in communi-
ty donations. This helped Stay & Play reach an all-time high 
fundraising total of $9,654 for the school year! We could not 
have hit this record-breaking mark without all the generous 
contributions and support from our families, SCPC, and the 
community! Thank you all and have a wonderful summer! 

 

Church Picnic  

M ark your calendars for the SCPC Church Picnic on Sun-
day, July 16th at Tudek Park from 11:00 AM - 1:30 PM, 

sponsored by the SCPC Deacons. Enjoy good food and fellow-
ship, along with games for children and adults. Full details to 
follow but please reserve the date and plan to join the fun. 

 

Thank you 

Y ou may have noticed the newly planted flowers around the 
church grounds.  We want to thank Jane Butler, Barbara 

Cox, Paul and Janet Heasley, and Sharon Manno for  plant-
ing these lovely additions to our church building. 

S ympathy of the congregation to family and friends on the 
death of: 

 

Marty Becker, a member  of SCPC in the 60's, 70's and 
80's along with the secretary at Krislund passed away 
on April 23rd 

Frederick Brown, Apr il 30, 2023 
Jean DeWolfe (Jim DeWolfe’s mother ), May 13, 2023 
David Ambruster (former  member) November  29, 2022 

- David was Janet Dombrowsky’s husband 
Bill Fisher, May 28, 2023 

 

C ongratulations of the congregation on the wedding of: 
Rachel Scholton and Kyle Peterson, May 13, 2023 
 

Follow Joel Blunk’s progress at https://
www.caringbridge.org/visit/
thehikewithjoelblunk  

PATHWAYS (SummerTime)  
Books and Crafts 

For Ages 4 – Grade 3 (completed) 
June 11, 18, 25   

July 9, 16   
August 6, 13, 20 

O n the Sundays, listed above, we plan on learning and having 
fun this summer with several different leaders and fun 

books/crafts. Here are a few of our book options.  
 

All children ages 4 – 3rd Grade are welcome to attend. 
 

PATHWAYS SummerTime class is held on the lower level of 
our building in Room 10 on the listed Sunday, and begins just 
following the Children’s Message each Sunday. 

On Sundays where there is not a class offered, we will have our 
WORSHIP BAGS available in the sanctuary – and the bags 
are filled with books/stickers/toys and crayons.  Each Sunday 
they should be put back on the rack for someone to use the fol-
lowing Sunday. 

 

SCPC and Friends - You are invited! 

S CPC youth & leaders invite you to participate in the 2023 
State College Pride Parade on June 10, representing SCPC 

as a group. We'll meet in the church parking lot at 2:00 PM, 
wearing bright colored clothing.  Also bring a water bottle and 
sunscreen/hat. We'll walk to down to register as a group, and 
join the parade line. The parade starts at 3pm and we'll walk the 
parade route through downtown as a group led by our youth car-
rying a rainbow banner the youth are creating with Amy Frank's 
help. This is for everyone!  Families, couples, singles, young and 
old alike. Feel free to bring pinwheels, wear rainbows, etc. Lots 
of our SCPC t-shirts are colorful, so you could wear one of those 
or any colorful/rainbow clothing you'd like. If you have any 
questions, contact  

dwmalcom@gmail.com or  
youthministryscpc@gmail.com 
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Social Justice and Mission Page 
Celebrating recent successes: 

 
Your contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing totaled 
$2,910.85! 

 
Support of State College Presbyterian Church’s mission-forward budget allowed the Social Justice and Mission Team to donate 

$1000 each to 11 different community-help 
organizations during Centre Gives, when the 
Centre Community Foundation support can help 
those donations go a little farther.  We know 
many individuals also timed their personal giv-
ing to Centre Gives.   
 
We celebrate these gifts, and we continue to 

pray for  a kind and loving wor ld in which all have enough to eat, a safe place to live, and the resources to build back from 
disasters of all shapes and sizes.   Thank you.  
 
Upcoming opportunities:  

1:45-2:45 viewing the church service, 2:45-4:00 block party, both in the common room at Juniper Village, Building #1930.  Chil-
dren are especially welcome, and can split their  time between greeting residents, singing together , and sitting with other  chil-
dren to do crafts to gift to residents. Please do sign up so we know that we can expect you! 

It’s time to sign up!  As an individual, a household, or with your committee, small group, or a group of friends, host or serve a din-
ner together, or serve as one of the many other volunteers we will need: folks to welcome, set up, handle move-in and move-out, do 
quick morning touchups, and a major final cleanup to make sure hosting spaces will be fully safe for Stay and Play when they return 
in the fall.  Peruse jobs and sign up here, or call the church office.  Please contact Cricket, or any member of the Social Justice and 
Mission Team with questions. 

The Out of the Cold renovations continue moving along remarkably smoothly, with just a few hiccups caused by things like support 
posts exposed once the wall was removed to place an accessibility feature.  Please continue to pray for smooth renovations the safety 
of the workers and volunteers, and for guests and staff displaced from their stable spaces during this good work.   

Continued on Page 5 
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This newly forming, local interfaith group is exploring how local congregations might work to reduce gun 
violence.  The group’s first meeting was in mid-April, with a film, Armor of Light shown on the evening of 
May 21st at the UUFCC.  The second organizing meeting took place here at SCPC on the following evening.  

 
The proposed mission statement is  The Centre County Interfaith Coalition for Gun Safety is an alliance of 
local religious leaders and community members committed to building a peaceful society free from preventa-
ble gun violence.  Through our work, we educate on issues related to gun violence, advocate for responsible 
and safe gun ownership, and unite with local, state, and federal officials on matters of gun safety that benefit 
the whole community.   

If you’d like to be kept in the loop, or if you have ideas about how you’d like to see SCPC join in or help shape this effort, please be 
in touch with Cricket Hunter or Katherine Allen;  

If you would like to spend some time with the PCUSA resources on gun violence – including a webcast series, Standing Our Holy 
Ground –  they are available to anyone.  Relatedly, the PCUSA recently ran a webinar called Connecting the Dots: Militarism in our 
Daily Life, which should soon be available for viewing after-the-fact.  Other webinars are upcoming, and anyone may register.  

 

The Social Justice and Mission Team encourages everyone to follow our Youths’ lead in participating in 
the community-wide Pride march and activities in State College on June 10th, whether  in body, in 
prayer, in sign-making, or all three!   

 
More opportunities: If you enjoy crafting signs with Youth at coffee hour  
on June 4th, consider joining the garland-making at Juniper later that after-
noon, or join Cricket and others at coffee hour on June 11th to make scrap-
paper beads containing the message “You are beloved” that we might share in 
many contexts, including with our Out of the Cold guests, our Hekima travel-
ers and friends-at-the-other-end, and within our congregational community. 

Welcome Our New Member 

J on Schwantes joins us by Letter of Transfer from the Lord 
of Life Lutheran Church in Kennewick, WA. Jon was raised 

in the Lutheran Church where his father was a pastor. He was 
born in Minnesota, raised in Wisconsin and has lived in Texas, 
Virginia, California, New Mexico and Washington state, where 
he was with Department of Energy National Labs before com-
ing to Happy Valley to join the 
faculty of PSU in the Department 
of Nuclear Engineering.  Jon is 
the father of 2 girls (22 and 19) 
and 1 boy (14).  His hobbies in-
clude playing sports, skiing, 
backpacking, and adventure mo-
torcycle riding.  He has felt very 
welcomed here since he began 
coming to worship services in 
November and looks forward to 
getting involved in SCPC’s ser-
vice-oriented activities. 
  
Jon Schwantes 
261 Jonathan Lane 
Bellefonte, PA  16823 

FISH Mission Trip 

W e are excited to announce that our High School youth 
group, Fish, will be embarking on a mission trip to Sulli-

van County, PA, from June 11 to 15. During this time, they will 
actively engage in various service projects, demonstrating com-
passion, unity, and love. 

Our youth group's mission trip is a wonderful opportunity for 
them to grow in their faith and strengthen their relationships 
with one another. As they work alongside one another to help 
this community, they will also participate in prayer and practice 
community-building. It will be a fun time of personal. commu-
nal and spiritual development. 

Please join us in supporting and uplifting our Fish youth group 
as they prepare for this transformative journey. Let us keep 
them in our prayers and provide them with encouragement as 
they embark on this mission trip to Sullivan County, making a 
difference in the lives of others and strengthening their own 
connection to God's love. If you have a High Schooler who 
would like to join please reach out to our church office, our 
Membership and Program Associate Martha Trout at mar-
thascpc@gmail.com, or our Youth Director Reed Dressler at 
youthministryscpc@gmail.com to get a permission slip. We 
look forward to this time when God can lead our youth to ever-
deeper love and service!  
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June 1  Jackie Naginey Hook 
 George Polycranos 
June 2 Richard Marboe 
June 4 Lauren Moose 
 Elizabeth Ceres         
 Maddie Snyder 
June 5 Vivian Noll 
 Eric Lindquist 
June 6 Eric Pepper 
 Joe Nasal 
 Leard Huggins 
 Margaret Gray 
June 7 Jim DeWolfe 
 Ann Johnstone 
 Melissa Pike 
 Mimi St. Clair 
June 8 Megan Bell 
 Briar Page 
 Taylor Rupp 
 Leslie Snyder 
June 9 Matthew Lukens 
 Al Wilson 
June 10  Rod Kirsch 
June 11  Chris Igo 
   Ethan Steager 
   Joan Vincent 
June 12  Bob Johnson 
June 13  Trevor Walter 
   Henry Smith 
June 14  Eva Caracillo 
   Mitch Kirsch 
   Jeff Rounsville 
June 16  Judy Roberts 
June 17  Mike Rotherberger 
   Megan Walter 
June 18  Sarah Tothero 
June 19  Dick Bundy 
   Chris Alesi 
   Andrew Geist 
June 20  Linda Edvar 
   Michelle Yarwood 
June 21  Liane Roe 
June 22  Jeremy Frank 
   Meredith Weber 
June 23  Lindsay Miller 
   Emma Mortimore 
June 24  Janice Johnson 
June 25  Libby Snyder 
June 26  Taylor Nodell 

 

July 2   Glen Blume 
   Karen Davis 
July 3   Bill Lukens 
July 4   Meg Moose 
   Mary Jane Kistler 
   Jack Brenizer 
   Royce Billings 
   Dan Christman 
July 5   Sharon Gifford 
   Lynn Federinko 
   Greg Giles 
July 6   Curt Dell 
July 8   Jen Tothero 
   Megan Morath 
   Nathan Dreschel 
July 9   Lilly Frank 
July 10   Larry Campolongo 
   Jessica Druzba 
July 11   Cheryl Price 
   Kerry Tolton 
   Becky Wagner 
July 12    Lynne Verity 
July 13   Maureen Desorcie 
   Joe Kockelmans 
   Andrea Wildy 
July 14   Kathy Jackson 
   Jillian Rounsville 
July 15   Nathan Geist 
   Brittany Shipman 
July 17   Rhett McLaren 
July 18   Rachel Wylie 
   Matt Druzba 
July 19   Glenn Carter 
   Weston Powers 
July 20   Collin DeBoef 
   Casey Behrer 
   Andy Reisinger 
July 21   Noah Jeremias 
   Karen Johnson 
July 22   Vickie Clauer 
   Barb Guthrie 
July 24   Carol Pepper 
July 25   Hope Coder 
July 26   Logan Glaze 
   Martin Wildy 
July 28   David Wheeler 
July 30   Leona Baumbach 
   Nicole VonBlohn 
   Sierra Mortimore 

June 26  MacKinlay Himes 
June 27  Allyson Huggins 
   Olivia Mortimore 
   Nancy Willis 
June 28  Erin Blumsack 
   Rachel Scholton 
   Brian Stone 
June 29  Scott Kretchmar 
   Bryan McPherson 
   Rick Bryant 
June 30  Emily DeWolfe 
  

July 31   Katherine Allen 
   Joshua Shipman 
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 Holmes! 

J erry Sawyer's show, "HOLMES! The Musical", will be July 
6-9 and 13-16 at the Boal Barn Playhouse.  Here's a sneak 

peek.  The show is family oriented, both humorous and poign-
ant. 

Sherlock Holmes' father has died, and he is in need of a new 
case to take his mind off their failed relationship.  

         An orphan girl, Meredith, is in danger of being cheated 
out of her inheritance by a wicked lawyer, Simeon Stone, who 
arranges for her to be wooed and wed by a young man who is 
indebted to him, and sets a scheme in motion to declare Mere-
dith dead so her inheritance falls under Simeon’s control.  

         However, the young man can no longer go on 
"pretending" to love his new wife.  He has indeed fallen in love 
with her, threatening to spoil Simeon’s plan.  

         Holmes is then contacted to help resolve the deadly plot, 
and the game is afoot!  

SAVE THE DATE!!  Tickets will be available soon. 

Thank You 

D ear State College Presbyterian Church 

Thank you just doesn’t seem to be strong enough to ex-
press my gratitude to all of you.  Specifically, thank you for the 
wonderful celebration of my retirement in the last few weeks.  
Anne Layng and Tracy Massaglia outdid themselves with all 
their planning and scheming.  I was apprehensive before the 
Roast, but it turned out to be great fun!  Chuck Curley was the 
perfect emcee and each participant added their own touch of 
memory, humor, and emotion.  The gift of the electronic piano 
is perfect.  I plan to practice regularly to keep my fingers and 
mind in shape and I hope to enjoy many hours on the new key-
board.  There have been too many cards and gifts to list here, 
but each one was special to me and brought back a special 
memory.  Thank you especially for your wisdom in seeing and 
knowing that Karen was instrumental in any success I may 
have had.  She is a great sounding board, advisor, resource, and 
hands-on director when called upon, often at the last minute. 
Thank you all. Special thanks to the staff members who helped 
shape the celebration. 

More generally, I want to thank the congregation past and pre-
sent for the last almost 29 years.  I always felt more like “part 
of the family” than a “hired hand.”  Karen and I have not 
known any other congregation - we got married at SCPC two 
months after I started - and we have grown many memories 
and many friends here.  We can’t imagine having a better 
group of people to surround us.  You were with me when No-
ah, my son, passed away and helped me work through that dark 
time. You have been open to new ideas and have been support-
ive by showing up for choirs, orchestras, and classes.  Even 
more, many of you have sent your children to LOGOS and 
supported that program that is so important to me.    

You are fortunate to be blessed with a talented and caring staff.  
They have been a blessing to me as well and I can’t thank them 
enough for their support, counsel, and friendship over the 
years.  

We are not going anywhere. We’ll stay in our little house in 
Bellefonte and stay members of SCPC.  We’ll be scouting for a 
good pew to make “ours” since we don’t have much experi-
ence in the pew.   

God bless you all and grant you continued success, 

Ned 
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Ministry Assignments of Session Members - 2022 
Clerk of Session - Ginny Rainey 

 
Building and Property 

Scott Sesler, Chair 
Carolyn Bryant 
Tom Wheeler 

 
Membership 

John Marsden, Chair 
Jim DeWolfe 
Tom Wheeler 

 
Personnel 

Barbara Cox, Chair 
Dick Bundy 

Laura Robinson 
Scott Sesler 

 
Worship 

Anne Layng, Chair 
Dick Bundy 

Financial Affairs 
Jason Stimmel, Chair 

Carolyn Bryant 
Bob Igo 

Meg Moose 
 

Spiritual Life 
Rob Huffard, Chair 

Linda Edvar 
Diana Malcom 

 

Christian Education 
Mary D’Ambrosia, Chair 

Bob Igo 
Amy Frank 
Scott Cole 

 
Adult Education 

Jenny Van Hook, Chair 
 

 
Youth Ministry Advisory  

Committee 
Diana Malcom, Chair 

Scott Cole 
 

Social Justice & Mission Team 
Jim DeWolfe 
Bizz Maser 

Kim Phillips, Chair 
 

Nominating 
Anne Layng 

Jenny Van Hook 
 

College Age and Young Adult 
Ministry 

Laura Robinson, Chair 
Barbara Cox 


