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First Steps:
Calling a New Pastor

52 1 ‘ N [ ¢ are taking the first steps to-
; wards finding and bringing a

minister to State College Presbyterian
Church. One of my goals is to keep you informed about the pro-
cess and our progress along the way. As we begin, [ would like to
share with you the steps involved in calling a new pastor. Just as
we each possess different spiritual gifts and have developed par-
ticular skills; each ordained minister brings unique gifts and skills
to pastoral service. Before the active search begins, we must
clearly articulate what kind of pastoral leadership we will need
from a Senior Pastor.

The Session has appointed a Pastor Visioning Team of seven
members to discern and articulate the kind of pastoral leadership
that God is calling into to ministry with us at this place and time.
The members of the Pastor Visioning Team are Mitch Kirsch
(Chair), Rob Hufford, Laura Essinger-Hileman, Jillian Rouns-
ville, Cam Richardson, Katherine Allen, and Brady Wassom. This
group will seek God’s will in this matter by considering the vision
for our ministry, the resources available, by listening to our staff,
members, partners in ministry and neighbors, and through prayer
and reflection on scripture. They will prepare and present a report
describing the leadership that we will look for in a Senior Pastor.

The Pastor Visioning Team will present the report to the congre-
gation for endorsement at a congregational meeting. The report
will serve as the guide for an active search for a candidate that fits
this description. Having completed their work, the Pastor Vision-
ing Team will be dismissed with thanks and the responsibility for
conducting the active search for the candidate will be entrusted to
a Pastor Nominating Committee elected by the congregation.

The Pastor Nominating Committee will seek eligible candidates,
review their profiles, observe them leading worship, and consider
their experience. They will conduct interviews with a select num-
ber of candidates. The Presbytery will vet these candidates. They
will select a candidate they believe God is calling to serve as the
next Senior Pastor of State College Presbyterian Church and ex-
tend an invitation to formally seek election by the congregation to
the position. The Pastor Nominating Committee will introduce the
candidate to the congregation shortly before a worship service at
which they will preach. Members will have the opportunity to
confirm the selection of the Pastor Nominating Committee by
electing the candidate at a congregational meeting held following
the worship service.

I will be facilitating the work of the Pastor Visioning Team. I will
support the Pastor Nominating Committee but will not be in-
volved with the active search. One of our goals is to keep you in-
formed about the process and our progress along the way. Please
pray for the Pastoral Visioning Team and look for periodic arti-
cles in the PresbyPost and Weekly updates.

John Porter



WORSHIP WITH US

Sunday, November 6, 2022 9:00 AM
Paradigms Lost: Responsibility to Relationship
Genesis 4:3-10; Luke 20:27-38
Rev. John Porter, preaching

Sunday, November 13,2022  9:00 AM
Rev. Allison Maus, preaching

Sunday, November 20,2022  9:00 AM
Paradigms Lost: Victory to Generosity
Colossians 1:11-20; Rev. 4:6-5:10
Rev. John Porter, preaching

Sunday, November 27,2022 9:00 AM First Sunday of Advent
Not Just a Season: Persistent Mindfulness
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44
Rev. John Porter, preaching

Congregational Meeting to Elect Officers

Congregational Meeting has been called for Sunday, No-
vember 13 immediately after the 9:00 AM worship service
(approximately 10:00 AM).

Update on the Betio Church

‘ N [ ith the help of gifts from our members, the planning for

the new sanctuary in Betio, on the island of Tarawa,
Republic of Kiribati, in the Central Pacific, is now proceed-
ing. Our gift came to $23,000 in Australian dollars which are
used for their local currency. Lay leader Tabotabo Auatabu
sent this update:

"Mauri (that is the greeting in their language) to our Brothers
and Sisters in Christ in the Presbyterian Church,

As always, we deeply appreciate the assistance for our
church. I just want to give an update on what is happening on
the ground.

1. Fence has been built by church members.
2. Our Architect has recently met his counterpart in Australia
who will be responsible for the completion of our design.
3. Once the design is completed, probably before the end of
the year, we will confirm the cost of materials which will be
needed and before shipment of such.
4. As advised from our designer, the chapel will be built with
prefab materials.
I will keep you posted on further progress.

Warmest regards,

Tabotabo

Session Highlights from October 9

A. Approved the erection of a structure to cover the entrance
from the parking lot.

. Received a report of the Fall Retreat at Millbrook Marsh

. Approved the schedule of Advent & Christmas worship and
events

O w

o

. Agreed to try a modified intinction service for next com-
munion. After trial, the procedure will be reviewed and
evaluated.

E. Heard that the Member Joining process is being reviewed
and strengthened.

F. Received the rough draft of the 2021 Internal Audit Report.

G. Called a Congregational Meeting for November 13 at the
close of worship, for the purpose of electing officers.

H. Approved the baptism of Carolyn Rhubart Rothenberger,
daughter of Michael J. Rothenberger and Danielle Chris-
tine Rhubart, on December 4.

state Gollege Preshyterian Church Stall

Interim Senior Pastor
Rev. John Porter
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S ympathy of the congregation to family and friends on the
death of:

Ken Williams, September 24, 2022
George Schenck, October 4, 2022

Membership Opportunity Nov. 13

CPC will hold a membership opportunity on Sunday, No-

vember 13 at 10:15 AM (following worship) in the Martin
Room. If you are interested in becoming a member of our
church family, we invite you to join us! Pastor John Porter and
a few Elders from our Session will be on hand to meet and
greet you, learn a little about you, and receive you into mem-
bership if you wish. It is also a chance to learn more about
SCPC and our programs, about being Presbyterian, and how
you can get involved.

If you have questions or to get more information, contact

Martha Trout, Membership & Program Associate
(marthascpc@gmail.com or 814-238-2422).

We’d love to have you join us!

High School and College-Age Game Night

O ur usual PSF gathering is expanding November 10th as we
invite high school and young adults to band together for a
game extravaganza! Join us 6:00-8:00 PM in the Fireside
Room for games, dinner, and friendship. Let us know what
games you're most excited to play and ask Reed or Allison if
you want more details.

Investing in New Life: Pledge for 2023

lease make your pledge of financial support in 2023 today.

Information about pledging is available through the church
office or on our website. If you have not made a pledge in pre-
vious years, please consider doing so this year. Take this op-
portunity to make a uniquely significant investment in our min-
istry during this transition. We will dedicate pledges re-
ceived during worship on November 20th

FINANCIAL

Candlelight Choir Rehearsals

C andlelight Choir rehearsals began on October 30, but there
is still plenty of time to join us. Rehearsals are on Sunday
evenings at 7:00 PM and will continue through November to
December 4 with one final rehearsal on Saturday, December
10. The Christmas Candlelight Service will be Sunday, De-
cember 11, 4:00 PM.

This year’s repertoire is a cantata - “What Sweeter Music” - of
newly arranged Christmas carols.

All ages are invited —high school, college, YoPro, and beyond.

% ALL ne FAMILY 825
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Hekima Place Trip

he conditions that caused last summer’s trip to Hekima
Place to be canceled have improved, so preliminary plans
are being made for a trip in July 2023. A meeting will be held
in early November to share information about the trip and to do
some preliminary planning. Watch the Thursday updates for a
date and time. If you have questions before the meeting, contact

Mitch Kirsch (mitchkirsch57@gmail.com) or Cheryl Price
(clprice73@gmail.com).

Stay and Play Advisory Team

he Stay & Play Advisory Team is seeking two new church

members to join our board. The Advisory Team is made up
of Stay & Play staff and parents, as well as church members.
The goal of the Advisory Team is to maintain & update poli-
cies, as well as discuss and vote on important procedural and
budgetary needs for the school. The Team meets via Zoom usu-
ally the second Monday of the month at 6:00 PM. Please con-
tact Laura Seeley, Director of Stay & Play, if you would like to
join and help make a difference for the school, our students,
and our families we serve. Laura can be reached at 814-237-

1154 or via email at StayandPlaySCPC@gmail.com. Thank

you, and we look forward to hearing from you!

Looking for Virtual Greeters!

‘ N [ e are looking for people who are registered YouTube

users who worship with us through YouTube Live on
Sunday morning to welcome others who also worship with us
through YouTube Live. We want to help everyone who wor-
ships with us to feel appreciated and engaged. Virtual greeters
would sign in on Sunday morning and interact with others who
sign into worship through the chat feature. If you are interested
in helping us enhance the quality of our outreach to these im-
portant members of our community, please contact the church
office.

Second Grade Bibles

hat a joy it is to be able to give out a new Bible to our
2nd Grade children in our church.

On Sunday, October 16th, we handed out Bibles to Brady Cice-
ro, Danny Dixon, and Fiona Woodruff.

If you have a 2nd Grader/3rd Grader that missed getting their
Bible this time or last year, please let Deannine Shipman
know. We want to make sure everyone gets one.

Again, congratulations to B;ady,,Danny, and-Fiona!




The Christmas Candlelight Service

Its Theme and Variations

In December 1927, The State College Presbyterian Church
Choir presented its first Candlelight Service. No program ex-
ists, no record of who took part. We know only that Harriet
Holben was the director and Max Krumrine was the organist. It
must have been an instant success, for within two years there
were elaborate decorations, worked on by Hilda and Alice
Thompson, members of one of our founding families.

Pew candelabra were installed in the middle of every other row -
of pews, totaling sixteen candelabra with five tapers each. Six
freestanding candelabra were at the front of the sanctuary.
Since dripless candles were not yet available, a massive clean-
up of wax followed each service. This truly was a candlelight
affair, offered as a late afternoon Christmas vesper service by a
choir of fifteen members. It was soon to be enhanced by two
large Christmas trees at the front of the sanctuary.

Four o’clock vesper services continued with the size of the
choir reaching twenty-three in 1938. Music included cantatas, %
anthems, soloists and instrumentalists Organ, piano and violin ¢
selections appeared regularly. In 1939, the program began to be

November 1

‘November 4

November 5
November 6
November 7
November 8
November 9
November 11

= NOVEIBER

BIRTHDAYS

Sharon Manno
Suzie Linn

Mary Beth Rosson

Connie Curilla
Madison Alesi
Mike Kipp

Priscilla Meserole

Greg Manno
Kathy Groves
Lorin Spangler
Jesse Reichard
Linda Erickson

scheduled as an evening worship service. Anthems, carols, Will Kenyon
Scripture and prayer were embellished by newly gifted tower November 13 Sue Powers
chimes. In 1941, the service took on added significance as war Stephanie Velegol

Karen Christman
Louise Amick
Rebecca Geist Latina

"* James Hook
PRIV Linda Morrow
## November 15  Patt Campolongo
Jennifer Crispell
Jakob Stafford
Heather Steel
Frederick Brown
Brenda Loftus
Lauren Sonsteby
Susan Shafer

was declared and the church was funding a major building pro-
ject. The twenty-five voice choir presented a varied program of ;(»
trios, quartets and soloists in addition to their regular anthems. %

November 14

The focus changed in the 1940’s to include the youth choirs
and the group was referred to as The Combined Choirs. This
included thirty-two adults and thirty juniors. It was divided into
a Men’s Choir, a Girls’ Choir and a Combined Choir. Still an
evening service, it began to be broadcast in 1949, with a radio
narrator and the senior high Westminster Fellowship reading
Scripture. While some services were dedicated to former choir
members, the 1950 service was given in honor of the five living
charter members of the church.

November 16

November 17

A choir mother was appointed and a Cherub Choir formed as § November 18  Cathy Greenham
the program expanded. By 1954, there was a Church Choir, a '/ Nancy Harlow
Cherub Choir, a Women’s Chorus, a Men’s Chorus and a Girls’ November22 David Falk
Choir. Needless to say, this proved a bit too much, and the next ' November 23  Alexander Maitland
year there were no youth choirs due to a drastic cutback. November 25  Jo Dixon
In 1959, a Crusader Choir of juniors appeared and became an Erin May
integral part of the Candlelight Service. This choir presented a ¢ Allison Maus
fifteen minute offering of carols prior to the service. November 26 Katl'e O’Hara Krebs
November 27 Doris Carter
Carol Graham
Written by Joanne H. Chuckran (1927-2021) Ken Manno
for the 75th Christmas Candlelight Service in 2002. John Koch
November 28 Joe Robison
Bob Shute
November 29 Katie Elder
November 30 Mark Morath

Suzanne Shoffher

Remember—if your birthday isn’t listed,
it’s because we don’t have it listed in
our database — give us a call and let us
know!
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A Day of Thanksgiving and Praise

In 1863, Abraham Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday of
November a “day of Thanksgiving and Praise,” making annual
an inconsistent national tradition. George Washington had is-
sued two Thanksgiving proclamations, in 1789 and 1795;
Thomas Jefferson zero. Some states had celebrated Thanksgiv-
ing, while others had not. Even the dates of celebration had
differed.

Throughout the Civil War, the Union and Confederate States
would use competing Thanksgiving proclamations to lift public
morale. Many of the Thanksgiving sermons held by the Presby-
terian Historical Society are pointed responses to such decrees.
After the capture of Fort Sumter on April 13, 1863, the presi-
dent and congress of the Confederate States declared June 13 a
day of National Thanksgiving. In The Battle of Fort Sumter: a
Discourse Preached on the Day of National Fasting, Thanks-
giving and Prayer, the Reverend Thomas Smyth told the First
Presbyterian Church of Charleston, SC, that, “On this occasion,
we will restrict our argument, and your attention, to the glori-
ous victory of Fort Sumter, considered, first, as a signal proof
of the powerful providence of God; and, secondly, as a pledge
and promise of God's continued providence and protection over

2

us.

A month later, after another Confederate victory at Manassas,
VA, and another declaration of Thanksgiving, the Reverend
George D. Armstrong found more evidence of divine support
for the Southern cause. In The Good Hand of God Upon Us: A
Thanksgiving Sermon Preached on Occasion of the Victory of
Manassas, July 21st, 1861, Armstrong told the Presbyterian
Church in Norfolk, VA, that, “Through ‘the good hand of God
upon us,” in making mad our enemies, we stand this day a thor-
oughly united people, with none feeble of purpose in all our
hosts; and the foul aspersion attempted to be cast upon our fair
fame in calling us ‘covenant-breakers, traitors, rebels’ recoils
upon its authors.” Militarily, the Confederate States dominated
the first two years of the War. Only with the Union victories at
Gettysburg and Vicksburg in 1863 did the Union cause seem
the more likely to prevail. On August 6, Lincoln made his first
declaration of a day of Thanksgiving for that year.

Northern Presbyterian ministers used the opportunity to rally a
beleaguered people behind the Union cause. The Reverend
Frederick T. Brown’s sermon Giving Thanks for Union Victo-
ries Preached in Bridge Street Presbyterian Church,
Georgetown, D.C., is one conciliatory example. “Divided,
made two, we are ruined,” claimed Rev. Brown, “and will be
the scorn and contempt of the world. But, one, undivided, and
united, we may fearlessly face the world, and go on in that ca-
reer of progress in which we have started....till that one word
American shall make the bad tremble and the good rejoice
wherever spoken the world over.” The Civil War would end
two years later, but the newly reunited nation would continue
to celebrate Thanksgiving each fall, giving gratitude for what it
has achieved in times of plenty and loss. In 1863, the songwrit-
er William Muhlenberg wrote “The President’s Hymn: Give
Thanks All Ye People.” Its words continue to capture the spirit
of Thanksgiving today:

Give Thanks all ye people, Give thanks to the lord,
Alleluias of freed, with joyful accord:

Let the East and the West, North and South roll along,
Sea, mountain and prairie, One thanksgiving song

From Presbyterian Historical Society
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MISSION
REPORT

What a busy fall! Your generosity, and your willingness to step in
with kindness means that State College Presbyterian Church has
gifts and actions to celebrate, as well as upcoming opportunities.

Christmas Kindnesses

By the time you get this newsletter, we will have just finished col-
lecting Christmas Cards to provide warm wishes to people who
are incarcerated in Centre County. Many, many thanks to all who
participated in this all-ages service opportunity! Centre Peace
reports that these cards are sometimes the only mail a person re-
ceives all year, and they are deeply appreciated. Watch for it
again next fall — and if you are interested in a similar, year-round
ministry, drop Cricket a line at missionatscpc(@gmail.com.

The Angel Tree will happen again this year, under the leadership
of the Deacons. Watch the Weekly Update email — and the bridge
— for details. The Social Justice and Mission Team is working
with them to add angels that will help fund four nights of Christ-
mastime housing for Out of the Cold at a local hotel. These
nights provide some much-needed holiday respite for both clients
and OOTC staff. 15 rooms are needed, at a cost of $30 per person
($60 per room) per night.

Prayers and relief for those afflicted by disaster. We know
that many of you have been praying with us as we hear news of
floods, hurricanes, earthquakes, and wildfires. Right at the end of
September, in the wake of the flooding of our near-neighbors in
Kentucky, the Social Justice and Mission Team disbursed $1500
from the Powers Fund to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to re-
spond. PDA maintains prayers for hard times, signups for news-
letters, service opportunities, and a donation link at pda.pcusa.org.

The Peace and Global Witness Offering we supported portions
funds to be used for peacemaking work locally, regionally, and
farther afield. The Social Justice and Mission Team designated
the Jana Marie Foundation to be the recipient of SIMT’s 2021 and
2022 collections. SIMT feels that the
Jana Marie Foundation’s work to
grow a more connected community,
with more open dialogue, and more
mental health resilience aligns beauti-
fully with the goals of the Peace and spark conversations, build
Global Witness offering, and address- | connections and promote
es concerns that currently add to the |the mental well-being
needs addressed by many of the agen- among young people and
cies we already support, such as Out their communities

of the Cold, and CVIM. Explore at '
janamariefoundation.org

The CROP Walk supports our State College Area Food Bank
as well as Church World Service’s food security efforts around the
globe. In addition to this congregations’ prayers and shoe leather
supported the walk, we raised about $2200. Walkers enjoyed a
celebratory meal on the front lawn afterwards — also thanks to the
Deacons. Watch the Weekly Update for a few photos and some
totals!

The mission of Jana Marie
Foundation is to harness
the power of dialogue and
creative expression to

We continue to receive occasional requests from community
members. If you are downsizing, or clearing out your winter clos-
et, check with the office to see if any of your items is currently
needed.




New Member

rielle Clark comes to us from LifePath Church in Houston

Texas. She was born and raised in Houston and came to
State College to attend Penn State University. In December
2020, she graduated with a degree from the College of Ag Sci-
ence, then moved to the Richmond, VA area for her job as an
Environmental Inspector for Dominion Due Diligence
Group. When her job transitioned to being able to work re-
rnotely, she moved back to State College and has been here
ever since. She is already | o
active in SCPC’s YoPro jm
young adult group.

Erielle Clark
333 S. Allen St., Apt 302
State College, PA 16801

From the Financial Affairs Committee

hrough September 2022, we are slightly under target for
our annual budget; thank you to everyone who has contin-
ued to give so generously and we are confident we will hit our
budget goal through the end of December 2022. Statements
through September 2022 have been mailed out; if you do not
receive yours or have any questions, please do not hesitate to

reach out to Michelle (finadmscpc@gmail.com) or Anne
(annescpc@gmail.com) or call the office (814-238-2242 x207).

Online Giving

We continue to see a large number of members using our online
giving link and we hope people find this an easy way to give
and easy system to use. If you have set up a recurring contribu-
tion that includes Restoring God’s House, CROP Walk 2022 or
Peace & Global Witness 2022, please feel free to go in and re-
move those funds from your ongoing contribution. Those funds
are limited time funds but we will certainly get any contribu-
tions received in future months to the right place.

Also a reminder that the LOGOS Program Fees and FISH Pro-
gram Fees lines in online giving are ONLY for program fees
and are not tax deductible. If you would like to make a general
contribution to support these programs (or any other!), please
use the Other Gifts line and specify the program in the memo
line.

ACH
Interested in automating your giv-
ing but don’t want to use our %

Online Giving system? We also
offer an ACH Direct Debit option.
You provide us with your banking
account information and we will
initiate a withdrawal on the dates
and for the amounts you specify.

Online
Giving
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Adult Opportunities in November

All Sundays: Connect, Room 10, led by Bizz and Zack
Maser, and Jamie Bauman

Connect is an invitation to deepen your relationship with others
and with God by contemplating scripture, lyrics, writing,
poetry, and other topics of interest through small group
discussions. This is meant to be a time to sit with questions
without needing the answers, speak from the heart, pray,
meditate, reflect, and be changed by the stories and sharing of
others. Anyone with a desire to Connect more deeply, whether
you are a believer or unsure what you believe, is invited to join
us. Come as you are to listen, share, grow, and be!

November 6, Westminster Hall. Planned Giving, led by
Jason Stimmel

Planned Giving (sometimes called
Gift Planning or Legacy Giving)
enables people to create a legacy.
There are many ways to include
charitable gifts in your estate and
financial plans. Come with your
questions as you consider how you
can support the church for future
generations.

v\a\m\‘-“
\ ing

November 13, Westminster Hall. It's the right time for a
move, but how will I get there? led by Bridget
Donnelly

For the past 13 years, Bridget, and her
husband Bill have been helping older
adults cope with the stresses of
downsizing, moving and dealing with
too much stuff. =~ Whether you're
planning to move or downsizing in
@ < place, come listen to the issues, ideas

and inspirations that Bridget shares for
your next chapter.

November 20, Westminster Hall. Small Island, Big Song,
Part 1

Motivated by the 5th Intergovernment Panel on Climate
Change report, Taiwanese producer BaoBao Chen and
Australian music producer/filmmaker Tim Cole spent three
years visiting artists on their homelands in the Pacific and
Indian Oceans, recording with their guidance in nature, sharing
songs from island to island. We will watch and discuss the first

half of their film.
r"'\é

f’*"“—*":*‘ [ Yo o

November 27, Westminster Hall. Small Island, Big Song,
Part 2

Continuing from the previous week, we will watch and discuss
the second half of the film "Small Island, Big Song" about the
cultural connections across islands of the Pacific and Indian
Oceans.
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Ministry Assignments of Session Members - 2022

Building and Property
Scott Sesler, chair
Carolyn Bryant
John DiNunzio
Pete Moyer

Membership
John Graham, Chair
Karen Christman
John Di Nunzio
John Marsden

Personnel
Cam Richardson, Chair
Barbara Cox
Karen Christman
Scott Sesler

Clerk of Session - Ginny Rainey

Financial Affairs
Jason Stimmel, Chair
Bob Igo
Carolyn Bryant

CAYAM
Barbara Cox, Chair

Spiritual Life
Jane Butler
Linda Edvar

Rob Huffard, Chair
Diana Malcom

Christian Education
Mary D’Ambrosia, Chair
Bob Igo
Amy Frank

Adult Education
Jenny Van Hook, Chair

Social Justice & Mission Team
Bill Lukens, chair
Bizz Maser
Kim Phillips

Worship
Anne Layng
Jamey Perry

Linda Giles

Nominating
Anne Layng
Jenny Van Hook
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