
Hymn No. 366– “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

 1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
Joy of heaven, to earth come down, 
fix in us thy humble dwelling; 
all thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, thou art all compassion; 
pure, unbounded love thou art; 
visit us with thy salvation; 
enter every trembling heart. 
 
2 Breathe, O breathe thy loving Spirit 
into every troubled breast; 
let us all in thee inherit; 
let us find the promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; 
Alpha and Omega be; 
end of faith, as its beginning, 
set our hearts at liberty. 
 
 
 
Hymn No. 575 – “Lord Have Mercy Upon Us” 
 

Lord, have mercy upon us; 
Christ, have mercy upon us; 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
“As Each New Horizon Beckons”  
 

As each new horizon beckons, 
May it challenge them anew, 
Children of creative purpose, 
Helping others love the Lord. 
May their dreams prove rich with promise, 
Each endeavor well begun. 
Great creator, give them guidance, 
Till their lives and yours are one. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 
let us all thy life receive; 
suddenly return, and never, 
nevermore thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
serve thee as thy hosts above, 
pray, and praise thee without 
ceasing, 
glory in thy perfect love. 
 
4 Finish then thy new creation; 
pure and spotless let us be; 
let us see thy great salvation 
perfectly restored in thee: 
changed from glory into glory, 
till in heaven we take our place, 
till we cast our crowns before thee, 
lost in wonder, love, and praise 



Hymn No. 809 – “Why Has God Forsaken Me?

1  "Why has God forsaken me?" 
cried our Savior from the cross 
as he shared the loneliness 
of our deepest grief and loss. 
 
2 At the tomb of Lazarus 
Jesus wept with open grief: 
grant us, Lord, the tears which heal 
all our pain and unbelief. 
 

 

Hymn No. 609 – “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures high and low. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise God, in Jesus fully known: 
Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Hymn No. 312 – “Take Us As We Are, O God” 

1 Take us as we are, O God, 
and claim us as your own. 
As once you chose to tell your love 
in human flesh and bone, 
so let our lives be used to make 
your saving purpose known. 
 
2 Bless us for your service, Lord; 
no power we devise 
will ever give us strength enough 
or make us truly wise, 
yet by your promise we can know 
the peace your grace supplies. 
 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle 
of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were 
very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said to me, 
‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these 
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon 
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’ 

3 Break us open to disclose 
how brokenness can heal, 
wherever broken loaves suffice 
to give a crowd a meal 
and graves break open to release 
new life from death’s dread seal. 
 
4 Give us to the world you love 
as light and salt and yeast, 
that we may nourish in your name 
the last, the lost, the least, 
until at length you call us all 
to your unending feast. 
 

3 As his life expired, our Lord 
placed himself within God's care: 
at our dying, Lord, may we 
trust the love which conquers fear. 
 
4 Mystery shrouds our life and death 
but we need not be afraid, 
for the mystery's heart is love, 
God's great love which Christ displayed. 



So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones 
came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin 
had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, 
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on 
their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our 
hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to 
open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 
And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I 
will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the 
Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’ 

John 11:1-45 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who 
anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a 
message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to 
death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 
place where he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were 
just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of 
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who 
walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.’ After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.’ Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 
Then Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But 
let us go to him.’ Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with 
him.’ 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their 
brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said 
to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in 
me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ 
She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the 
village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling 
her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to 
weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, 
‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could 
not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 

 



Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, 
‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he 
has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 
God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I 
knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe 
that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, 
his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and 
let him go.’ 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 


