
 

Hymn No. 619 – “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” 

1  Praise, my soul, the God of heaven; 
glad of heart your carols raise; 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
who, like me, should sing God's praise? 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise the Maker all your days! 
 
2 Praise God for the grace and favor 
shown our forebears in distress; 
God is still the same forever, 
slow to chide, and swift to bless. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Sing our Maker's faithfulness! 

 

Hymn No. 718 – “Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said” 

1 Take up your cross, the Savior said, 
if you would my disciple be; 
take up your cross with willing heart, 
and humbly follow after me. 
 
2 Take up your cross; let not its weight 
fill your weak spirit with alarm; 
Christ's strength shall bear your spirit up 
and brace your heart and nerve your arm. 

 
Hymn No. 716 – “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” 
 
1 God, whose giving knows no ending, 
from your rich and endless store, 
nature's wonder, Jesus' wisdom, 
costly cross, grave's shattered door: 
gifted by you, we turn to you, 
offering up ourselves in praise; 
thankful song shall rise forever, 
gracious donor of our days. 
2 Skills and time are ours for pressing 
toward the goals of Christ, your Son: 
all at peace in health and freedom, 
races joined, the church made one. 
Now direct our daily labor, 
lest we strive for self alone. 
Born with talents, make us servants 
fit to answer at your throne. 

3 Take up your cross; heed not the shame, 
and let your foolish pride be still; 
the Lord for you accepted death 
upon a cross, on Calvary's hill. 
 
4 Take up your cross, then, in Christ's strength, 
and calmly every danger brave: 
it guides you to abundant life 
and leads to victory o'er the grave. 

3 Like a loving parent caring, 
God knows well our feeble frame, 
gladly all our burdens bearing, 
still to countless years the same. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
All within me, praise God's name! 
 
4 Angels, teach us adoration; 
you behold God face to face. 
Sun and moon and all creation, 
dwellers all in time and space: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise with us the God of grace! 

3 Treasure, too, you have entrusted, 
gain through powers your grace conferred: 
ours to use for home and kindred, 
and to spread the gospel word. 
Open wide our hands in sharing, 
as we heed Christ's ageless call, 
healing, teaching, and reclaiming, 
serving you by loving all. 



 
 

Jeremiah 29:1,4-7 

These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the remaining elders 
among the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into 
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have 
sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they 
produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in 
marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the welfare of 
the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your 
welfare. 

 

2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—that is my gospel, for which I suffer 
hardship, even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. Therefore I 
endure everything for the sake of the elect, so that they may also obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, 
with eternal glory. The saying is sure: 

If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 

if we endure, we will also reign with him; 

if we deny him, he will also deny us; 

if we are faithless, he remains faithful— 

for he cannot deny himself. 

Remind them of this, and warn them before God that they are to avoid wrangling over words, which does no 
good but only ruins those who are listening. Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a 
worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth. 


