
Hymn No. 319 – “Men of Faith, Rise Up and Sing” 

1 Men of faith, rise up and sing 
of the great and glorious King. 
You are strong when you feel weak; 
in your brokenness, complete. 
 
2 Rise up, women of the truth. 
Stand and sing to broken hearts 
who can know the healing power 
of our awesome King of love. 
 
3 Rise up, church, with broken wings; 
fill this place with songs again 
of our God who reigns on high; 
by God’s grace again we’ll fly. 
 

Hymn No. 684 – “Faith Begins by Letting Go” 
1 Faith begins by letting go, 
giving up what had seemed sure, 
taking risks and pressing on, 
though the way feels less secure: 
pilgrimage both right and odd, 
trusting all our life to God. 
 
2 Faith endures by holding on, 
keeping memory’s roots alive 
so that hope may bear its fruit; 
promise-fed, our souls will thrive, 
not through merit we possess 
but by God’s great faithfulness. 

 

Hymn No. 543– “God Be the Love to Search and Keep Me” 
1 God, be the love to search and keep me; 
God, be the prayer to move my voice; 
God, be the strength to now uphold me: 
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 
 
2 Bind to myself the Name of Holy, 
great cloud of witnesses enfold; 
prophets, apostles, angels witness: 
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 
 
3 Brightness of sun and glow of moonlight, 
flashing of lightning, strength of wind, 
depth of the sea to soil of planet: 
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

3 Faith matures by reaching out, 

stretching minds, enlarging hearts, 

sharing struggles, living prayer, 

binding up the broken parts; 

till we find the commonplace 

ripe with witness to God’s grace. 

Chorus: 
Shout to the north and the south; 
sing to the east and the west. 
Jesus is Savior to all, 
Lord of heaven and earth. 
 
Bridge: 
We’ve been through fire; 
we’ve been through rain; 
we’ve been refined by the power of 
your name. 
We’ve fallen deeper in love with you. 
You’ve burned this truth on our lips. 

4 Walking behind to hem my journey, 
going ahead to light my way, 
and from beneath, above, and all ways: 
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 
 
5 Christ in the eyes of all who see me, 
Christ in the ears that hear my voice, 
Christ in the hearts of all who know me: 
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 



 

Isaiah 49:1-7 

Listen to me, O coastlands, 
   pay attention, you peoples from far away! 
The Lord called me before I was born, 
   while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 
He made my mouth like a sharp sword, 
   in the shadow of his hand he hid me; 
he made me a polished arrow, 
   in his quiver he hid me away. 
And he said to me, ‘You are my servant, 
   Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’ 
But I said, ‘I have laboured in vain, 
   I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
yet surely my cause is with the Lord, 
   and my reward with my God.’ 
 
And now the Lord says, 
   who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him, 
   and that Israel might be gathered to him, 
for I am honoured in the sight of the Lord, 
   and my God has become my strength— 
he says, 
‘It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 
   to raise up the tribes of Jacob 
   and to restore the survivors of Israel; 
I will give you as a light to the nations, 
   that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.’ 
Thus says the Lord, 
   the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 
   the slave of rulers, 
‘Kings shall see and stand up, 
   princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, 
because of the Lord, who is faithful, 
   the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.’ 
 

Hebrews 11:8-12:3 

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and 
he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as 
in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he 
looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received power 
of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him 
faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, 
‘as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.’ 

All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them. 
They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it 



clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they 
would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 

By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He who had received the promises was ready to offer 
up his only son, of whom he had been told, ‘It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named after you.’ He 
considered the fact that God is able even to raise someone from the dead—and figuratively speaking, he did 
receive him back. By faith Isaac invoked blessings for the future on Jacob and Esau. By faith Jacob, when dying, 
blessed each of the sons of Joseph, ‘bowing in worship over the top of his staff.’ By faith Joseph, at the end of 
his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave instructions about his burial. 

By faith Moses was hidden by his parents for three months after his birth, because they saw that the child was 
beautiful; and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be 
called a son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to share ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy 
the fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered abuse suffered for the Christ to be greater wealth than the 
treasures of Egypt, for he was looking ahead to the reward. By faith he left Egypt, unafraid of the king’s anger; 
for he persevered as though he saw him who is invisible. By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of 
blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 

By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the Egyptians attempted to do 
so they were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith 
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in 
peace. 

And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and 
Samuel and the prophets— who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, 
shut the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, 
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were 
tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking and 
flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were 
killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented— of whom 
the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 

Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had 
provided something better so that they would not, without us, be made perfect. 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the 
sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the 
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Consider him who endured such hostility against himself from sinners, so that you may not grow weary or lose 
heart. 


