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STATE COLLEGE
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

Epiphany Sunday
January 4, 2026
9:30 am

Welcome! State College Presbyterian Church is a warm, diverse,

dynamic faith community with people of all ages and generations
coming together to learn, serve, and worship together



Serving this Morning

Ushers:

Head Usher: Curt Dell Greeters:

Ushers: Marti Sawyer, Mary Ann Parking Lot: Mary Hartzell
Sesler, Katie Stone, and Steve Van Fraser Street: Kathy and Rod
Hook Burnham

Information Desk: Scott Cole Music: Chancel Choir and Scott

Hoffman

Liturgist: Margaret VanFossan
Coffee Hour: Jamey Perry and

Sound/Projection: Benton Reed Miller
Bickerton and Greg Giles

The Sanctuary flowers are given by Lynne Verity in loving memory of her late
husband, Bill Verity, for what would have been his 85th birthday.

Smile! You’re (Maybe) On Camera! Just a friendly heads-up that we are
livestreaming/recording our service today; thus, you may end up on our YouTube
video. We are so glad you are here to worship with us!
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In response to God’s unconditional love and Jesus’ example of hospitality, State
College Presbyterian Church is called to be a welcoming community. We affirm
all people equally, regardless of, for example, race, ethnicity, age, gender identity,
sexual orientation, capability, religious background, or circumstance of life. We
are committed to removing barriers that separate us. As we gather in worship,
fellowship, and service, all are welcome



Order of Worship

*The Congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit.

Prelude "Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light" arr. Carolyn Hamlin
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Scott Hoffman

*Passing of the Peace (L: Leader; P: People)
L: The peace of Christ be with you.
P: And also with you.

*Call to Worship
L: Arise, shine; for your light has come.
P: The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.
L: Come, worship the Lord of glory.
P: Proclaim God’s praise among the nations.
L: Let us worship God!

*Hymn “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” No. 143, v. 1&3
*Call to Confession Deannine Shipman
*Silent Confession

*Corporate Confession
Merciful God, you have given light to the world in Jesus Christ, but
we have preferred to live in darkness. Your justice protects the weak
and the distressed, yet we seek the shelter of privilege and power.
Your righteousness redeems the poor and the needy, yet we seek the
status of wealth and possessions. Your peace upholds the oppressed
and the defenseless, yet we seek the security of weapons and
retribution. Forgive us our sins, and lead us to true repentance, that
we may trust you in all things; through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon
L: Friends, this is the Good News of the Gospel:
P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!



*Response to Assurance
“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” Hymn No. 119, v. 3

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”

Prayer for Inspiration Margaret VanFossan
First Scripture Reading Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14

Page 464 in the pew Bible
Anthem “Home By Another Way”

Rev. Scott Hoffman

Children’s Time

Parents and Guardians, please take note that during the children's message, children may be photographed or video
recorded due to our live stream. The video/images may be used without compensation by the church for promotional
purposes in digital or print media. If you do not wish for your child to be in the live stream, the front pew/row of chairs
is not in the live shot.

Song after Children’s Time Hymn No. 114, v. 3
Be near me Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there.

Second Scripture Reading Matthew 2:1—12
Page 783 in the pew Bible
L: This is the Word of the Lord, and let all the people say—
P: Thanks be to God.
Sermon Home By Another Way Rev. Scott Hoffman

*Hymn “What Star Is This, with Beams so Bright” No. 152



Call to Offering

There are numerous ways to give to the work of SCPC. Offering plates will be passed through the pews during the offertory
for checks or cash to be left today. To give online, please scan the QR code on the card in the pew rack or inside the front
cover of the pew pad. You may also mail a check to the church office. If you give online or via the mail, you are invited to
place one of the cards from the pew rack in the plate as it is passed.

Thank you for your support!
Offertory “Wir schon Leuchtet der Morgenstern" Niels Gade
*Doxology “What Child Is This” No. 145, verse 3

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;

come, one and all, to own him.

The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high. The virgin sings her lullaby.

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary!

*Prayer of Dedication

Holy Communion

Invitation to the Table

Instructions

Sharing of Joys and Concerns

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give Thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

Pouring of the Cup

Prayer following communion

*Hymn “The First Nowell” No. 147



*Charge & Benediction

Postlude “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”arr. Franklin D. ASHDOWN

Announcements and Upcoming Events

Infant and Child Care is available for children up to age 3 in Room 101.

Children Worship & Song Children who are already age 3 and up through 2nd
Graders are welcome to come to the program entitled Children, Worship & Song
after the Children’s Message in Room 11. There will be stories using the Godly
Play method, with biblical figures, and even a desert box and interactive
storytelling. At 10:30 am, the Sunday morning Pathways’ teachers will come and
get the children for Exploration Hour.

PR EXPLORATION HOUR

e

Pathways - Age 3 thru 5" Grade Rooms 209 & 210
Oasis - 6" Grade thru 12" Grade Fireside Room

CAYAM Corner - College Students and Young Adults CAYAM Corner (Ground Floor)

Adult Education Offering Westminster Hall
Each week features a variety of topics and presenters. This week, Heather Bruhn will be
sharing on Epiphany in Art History.

Adult Education Offering - “Connect” Room 10
Small group discussion and sharing

Coffee will be served in the Social Hall from 9:00 am - 11:00 am, along with in Exploration Hour offerings.

Today, Heather Bruhn will be sharing on Epiphany in Art History. Heather will
explore the subject of the Epiphany in the history of art from the earliest
representations through at least the Renaissance, and the ways in which kings
have associated themselves with the Magi in the past



Food Bank Tote Painting — Today during Exploration Hour
Today, Pathways and Oasis will be holding their classes in the Social Hall and
invite other adults and parents to join them as they paint Food Bank tote bags!

All you need to bring is your presence and a willing heart—we’ll provide the fabric
paint pens and the totes. These totes are offered at our main doors throughout
the year for folks to take home, fill with food, and return as Food Bank donations.

Come help us kick off the New Year with creativity, community, and service—this
will be a fun and meaningful way to start 2025!
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Our next focus for the ¢€> STATE COLLEGE
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While none of these items are people food, they are pricey items that many
households really need. Receiving them can free up money for other groceries.



' Our 2025 Christmas
Offering is going to
support the children
of Hekima Place in

Kajiado, Kenya
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Donateinapew envelope, or online. More info inyour bulletin.

7\ HEKIMA
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The donation will close on January 6, which is Kings’ Day (the
Epiphany), when the kings honored the Christ Child with their gifts.

If you requested envelopes for 2026 giving, they are at the
back of the sanctuary for pick up at your convenience. If
you would like envelopes but didn't request (or requested
and they aren't back there), please reach out to Michelle
(finadmscpc@gmail.com or x207) in the office). Thank
you!

Do you want to learn more about SCPC? Interested in becoming a member?
Please reach out to the church office (officescpc@gmail.com) or 814-238-2422 to
let us know, and we will be happy to share more about who we are, what we do,
and how to become a member.



LOGOS Church-Wide Game Night!

Join us for a fun and festive evening as we
celebrate Three Kings Day with a church-wide
game night!

Date: January 6, 2026
Time: 6:00-7:30 PM
Location: Social Hall

Snacks will be provided, and you’re welcome to bring a favorite nut-free snack or
game to share. This is a family-friendly event—all ages are welcome!

Come for fellowship, fun, and friendly competition. We hope to see you there!

Legacy Giving
Consider for a moment how blessed we have been by the faith lessons and
resources of those who came before us. Today, we are the beneficiaries and now
the caretakers of all that has been entrusted to us. SCPC has a long history of
passing along a deep and abiding faith, a faith that is vibrant and hopeful and
makes an impact in people’s lives. We are planning now to equip future
generations with faith like this. We’d like to invite you to join that tradition and
consider the following: What is your lasting legacy of faith to the next generations
in our church? Would you consider endowing your pledge with a gift to our
endowment? For more information on Legacy Giving, please reach out to Pastor
Scott at pastorscottscpc@gmail.com.



January 14, 2026

Documentary
viewing

3:00 pm » 7:00 pm
—_—
In Westminster Hall

for this important
movie about “the mistranslation
4 that shifted culture.”

'y Viewings and conversations are happening at SCPC
.Y and several other churches around town.

YOU HAVE MORE 2025 PICTURE CALENDARS THAN YOU NEED?

Bring them in to the office!

We have a friend who creates a January
¢ “shopping” event that Centre Care Nursing
. ~ Home residents love.




Staff & Leadership
Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation!
Senior Pastor: The Rev. Scott Hoffman
Director of Education and Program: Deannine Shipman
Director of Music Ministry: Heike Burghart Rice
Interim Director of Youth Ministry: Reed Dressler
Financial Administrator: Michelle Fortin
Building Manager: Todd Hockenberry
Assistant Custodian: Chelsea Hockenberry
Church Secretary: Laura Green
Mission Associate: Cricket Hunter
Stay and Play Preschool Director: Laura Seeley
Stay and Play Assistant Director: Dianna Danko
Interim Chrysalis Coordinator: Laura Essinger-Hileman
Kitchen Coordinators: Mike and Amy Gordon

For more information about the church and our programs, please
visit our website at scpresby.org.

If you are an online attendee, we hope you will "sign the pew pad"
virtually by texting "check in" during the welcome and announcement
time so we know you're watching! The phone number is 833-234-

1326.
To give via our Online Giving site, scan the QR Code.

State College Presbyterian Church
132 W. Beaver Avenue
State College, PA 16801
814-238-2422
www.scpresby.org
officescpc@gmail.co



Calendar

Jan 4
Communion Sunday
AM 9:00 Childcare, Rm 101
9:00 Coffee Hour, Social Hall
9:30 Worship, Sanctuary
10:00 Children, Worship &
Song, Rm 11
10:30 Exploration Hour
11:30 Deacons’ Meeting, Martin
Rm

Mon 5
PM 12:30 Stay and Play Staff
Meeting, Social Hall
6:00 Scouts’ Den Meeting,
Room 10 & 11
6:00 Scouts’ Troop Meeting,
Westminster Hall
6:30 Stay and Play Advisory
Team, Zoom
7:00 Virtual Centering Prayer,
Zoom

Tues 6
AM 10:00 Staff Meeting
PM 12:00 Congregational Prayer
Meeting, Zoom
6:00 LOGOS Game Night,
Social Hall
7:15 Personnel Committee
Meeting, Rm 10

Wed 7
PM 12:00 Wednesday in the Word,
Zoom/Fireside Rm
6:00 FISH, Fireside Rm
8:00 Women’s Fellowship,
Federal Taphouse

Thurs 8
PM 6:00 Worship Committee
Meeting, Martin Rm
7:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30 APNC Meeting, Zoom

Friog
Scouts Lock In

Sat 10
Scouts Lock In and Scouts Pinewood
Derby

Sat 11
AM 9:00 Childcare, Rm 101
9:00 Coffee Hour, Social Hall
9:30 Worship, Sanctuary
10:00 Children, Worship &
Song, Rm 11
10:30 Exploration Hour
PM 1:30 YoPro Games, Fireside Rm



Sunday, January 4, 2026

Psalm 72:1-7, 10—14

Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to a king’s son.

May he judge your people with righteousness
and your poor with justice.

May the mountains yield prosperity for the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the needy,
and crush the oppressor.

May he live[a] while the sun endures

and as long as the moon, throughout all generations.
May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,

like showers that water the earth.
In his days may righteousness flourish

and peace abound, until the moon is no more.

May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles
render him tribute;

may the kings of Sheba and Seba
bring gifts.

May all kings fall down before him,
all nations give him service.

For he delivers the needy when they call,
the poor and those who have no helper.

He has pity on the weak and the needy
and saves the lives of the needy.

From oppression and violence he redeems their life,
and precious is their blood in his sight.

Matthew 2:1—12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi[a] from the east came to
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star
in the east[b] and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened,
and all Jerusalem with him, and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Messiah[c] was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so
it has been written by the prophet:

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd[d] my people Israel.””

Then Herod secretly called for the magi[e] and learned from them the exact time when the star had
appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when
you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard
the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east,[f] until it



stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped,[g] they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for

their own country by another road.



JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

143 Angels, from the Realms of Glory
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This familiar carol was first published as a poem in the Christmas Eve 1816 issue of a newspaper the author
edited in Sheffield, England. The tune name celebrates the location of a prominent Presbyterian Church in
London, sometimes called the “Presbyterian cathedral.”

TEXT: Stanzas 1-3, James Montgomery, 1816, 1825; stanza 4, Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857

MUSIC: Henry Thomas Smart, 1867

REGENT SQUARE
8.7.8.7.8.7



JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright 152
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This 18th-century Latin text calls attention to three kinds of light: the light of the star leading the Magi to
the Christ-child, the inward light inspiring their journey, and Christ who is the Light of the world. The
simple unison melody unites everything in a gentle arc.

TEXT: Charles Coffin, 1736; trans. John Chandler, 1837, alt.
MUSIC: Trier ms., 15th cent.; adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1609; harm. George Ratcliffe Woodward, 1910

PUER NOBIS NASCITUR
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(alternate harmonization, 254)



JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

14 The First Nowell
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“Nowell” is the English form of the French “noel,” a shout of joy formerly used at Christmas (as in Chaucer’s
“Franklin’s Tale”), a clue that the word is older than its first printing. It may have Latin and French roots
related to “born” (natus | né) as well to “news” (nova | nouvelle).

TEXT: English carol; Some Ancient Christmas Carols, 2nd ed., 1823, alt. THE FIRST NOWELL
MUSIC: English carol; Sandys’ Christimas Carols, 1833 Irregular
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