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STATE COLLEGE

IPRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

Second Sunday of Lent
March 1, 2026
9:30 am

Welcome! State College Presbyterian Church is a warm, diverse,
dynamic faith community with people of all ages and generations
coming together to learn, serve, and worship.



Serving this Morning

Ushers: Sound/Projection/Camera:

Head Usher: Jon Schwantes Benton Bickerton, David Wheeler,

Ushers: Kevin Astare, Terrance and Steve Van Hook

Green, Mary Ann Sesler, and

Margaret Van Fossan Greeters: Fraser Street: Susan
Sanders

Information Desk: John Marsden Parking Lot: Marti Sawyer

Liturgist: Paul Mortimore Music: Chancel Choir and Leman
Simpson

Coffee Hour: Reed Miller, Bob Igo,
Cam Richardson, and John Marsden

Smile! You’re (Maybe) On Camera! Just a friendly heads-up that we are

livestreaming/recording our service today; thus, you may end up on our YouTube
video. We are so glad you are here to worship with us!
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In response to God’s unconditional love and Jesus’ example of hospitality, State
College Presbyterian Church is called to be a welcoming community. We affirm
all people equally, regardless of, for example, race, ethnicity, citizenship status,
age, sex/gender identity, sexual orientation, capability, religious background, or
circumstance of life. We are committed to removing barriers that separate us. As
we gather in worship, fellowship, and service, all are welcome.



Order of Worship

*The Congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit.

Prelude “Prelude in C-sharp minor” Sergei Rachmaninoff

Leman Simpson Op 3 #2
Tolling of the Bell Aiden and Margot Nguyen
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Charles Curley

*Passing of the Peace (L: Leader; P: People)
L: The peace of Christ be with you.
P: And also with you.

*Call to Worship
L: As God set Abram, Sarai, and Lot on a journey, God calls us to follow in trust.

P: God is able to make us more than we have been and blesses us on
the way.
L: As Jesus invited Nicodemus to be born again, Christ invites us to become a
new creation.
P: Christ calls us out of darkness into his marvelous light, and we
are saved through him.
L: Let us worship God!

*Hymn “God of Grace and God of Glory” No. 307
*Call to Confession Paul Mortimore
*Silent Confession

*Corporate Confession
Gracious God, we come with questions and caution, drawn to you,
yet slow to trust. You speak of new birth, and we cling to what we
know. Forgive our fear of beginning again. Forgive us for choosing
safety over transformation, certainty over wonder, darkness over
light. Breathe your Spirit into us. Turn us toward the life you offer,
born not of our doing, but of your grace.
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon
L: Friends, this is the Good News of the Gospel:
P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!



*Call to the Word
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Thy Word is a lamp un-to__ my feet and a light un-to my path.
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Thy Word is a lamp un-to__ my feet and a light un-to my path.

Words and Music: Amy Grant and Michael W. Smith

CCLI Song # 14301

© 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company | Vinny Mae's Girl

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1855478

Prayer for Inspiration

First Scripture Reading Romans 5:1—-8
Page 917 in the pew Bible

Anthem “Lift Thine Eyes” and “He, Watching Over Israel”
Chancel Choir Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy
From Elijah
Children’s Time Kimberly-Dawn Falk

Parents and Guardians, please take note that during the children's message, children may be photographed or video
recorded due to our live stream. The video/images may be used without compensation by the church for promotional
purposes in digital or print media. If you do not wish for your child to be in the live stream, the front pew/row of chairs
is not in the live shot.

Song after Children’s Time Hymn No. 697, v. 1
Take my life and let it be
consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Second Scripture Reading John 3:1-10
Page 863 in the pew Bible
L: This is the Word of the Lord, and let all the people say—
P: Thanks be to God.



Sermon Born of Water and the Spirit Rev. Charles Curley
*Hymn “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” No. 182
Call to Offering

There are numerous ways to give to the work of SCPC. Offering plates will be passed through the pews during the offertory
for checks or cash to be left today. To give online, please scan the QR code on the card in the pew rack or inside the front
cover of the pew pad. You may also mail a check to the church office. If you give online or via the mail, you are invited to
place one of the cards from the pew rack in the plate as it is passed.

Thank you for your support!

Offertory “When In the Hour of Utmost Need” J.S. Bach

BWYV 641

*Doxolo [OLD 100TH]
8y

Words by G. W. Dub Shepherd
Praise God throughout these forty days.
Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise.
And praise the Spirit who imparts
God’s love in Christ into our hearts.
Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Holy Communion
Invitation to the Table
Instructions
Sharing of Joys and Concerns
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
Congregation: We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give Thanks to the Lord our God.
Congregation: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.



Breaking of the Bread
Pouring of the Cup

Communion Hymn “We Gather Here in Jesus’ Name” No. 510
Prayer following communion
*Hymn “What Wondrous Love Is This” No. 215
*Charge & Benediction
Postlude “I Will Arise and Go to Jesus” arr. Janice Davis

Announcements and Upcoming Events

Infant and Child Care is available for children up to age 3 in Room 101.

Children Worship & Song Children ages 3 through 2nd grade are invited to
Children, Worship & Song in Room 11 following the Children’s Message.
The program uses the Godly Play method with biblical stories, figures, and a
desert box; alternate weeks include creative movement and music. At 10:30 am,
Pathways teachers will escort children to Exploration Hour.

@.%@:?N EXPLORATION HOUR

Pathways - Age 3 thru 5" Grade Rooms 209 & 210

Oasis - 6" Grade thru 12" Grade Fireside Room

CAYAM Corner - College Students and Young Adults = CAYAM Corner (Ground Floor)

Adult Education Offering Westminster Hall
Each week features a variety of topics and presenters. We will continue the discussion on The
Serviceberry by Robin Wall Kimmerer

Adult Education Offering - “Connect” Room 10

Small group reflections

Coffee will be served in the Social Hall from ¢:00 am - 11:00 am, along with in Exploration Hour offerings.



This Sunday, we welcome Rev. Charles Curley!
We welcome back to our pulpit Rev. Dr. Charles Curley, Pastor Emeritus of SCPC.

T P PARKING
VOUCHERS
== TODAY!
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If you park in the Beaver Avenue parking garage
on Sunday you can stop by the information desk

or the Fraser Street Entrance to pick up a
voucher for up to 3 hours of free parking.

First-Time Visitor!
Is this your first time visiting SCPC? We're so glad you're here! After worship
today, please stop by one of the doors to meet a church member— and get
“mugged” with an SCPC mug filled with goodies. If you’d like more information
about our church, feel free to reach out to us at officescpc@gmail.com.

Come Ring the Bell!
To sign up your child or youth to ring the bell, please
use the QR Code to sign up. A reminder will be sent
the day before your scheduled date.

On the Sunday your child or youth is
scheduled to ring the bell, families

~ should meet Todd, our Building
Manager, on the balcony near the
Tower Room at 9:20 am.




THE ENNEAGRAM Adult Education —

“Connect” Class
“Connect” meets on Sunday morning
during Exploration Hour in Room 10.
“Connect” has small group reflections
with their focus for the next several
weeks being on the Enneagram. Today,
they will be exploring Type 1: the
Perfectionist.

Pathway and Oasis — Sunday, March 8
Next Sunday marks the start of Spring Break, and for those who are in town,
Pathways and Oasis will gather for a morning of fun and crafts during Coffee
Hour in the Social Hall. We will color Easter cards for shut-ins, make God’s Eye
crafts, and enjoy other activities together. Leaders will be at the back tables in the
Social Hall, and all children and youth are welcome to join us!

# Theology unTapped
¥

Young Adults gathering for
& drinks, food, and fellowship.

‘l

@ Monday, March 2 6:30-8:30pm
' @ Faccia Luna
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é Scan to purchase

The Orpheus Q tickets

Singers Present b BN
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A World of
My Devising

Choral music that connects us to home
and evokes a sense of belonging.
Works by Holst, Vaughan Williams,
Katerina Gimon, and many more.

MARCH 1 AT 4PM

S

/ ,‘\ General Admission: $12

Z Student/Senior: $10
5 Kids 5 and under: FREE

The Orpheus Singers present “A
World of My Devising," a concert
of choral music that connects us
to home and evokes a sense of
belonging. Today at 4 pm, here
at the church. General admission
is $12, Senior admission is $10,
and children under 4 are free.

Artistic director Jacob Mandell
will lead the ensemble in a wide
variety of musical styles and
traditions, including Spirituals,
classical pieces by Holst and
Vaughan Williams, Norwegian
fiddle music, overtone
soundscapes, and more!

The Orpheus Singers are made
up of community members from
all over central Pennsylvania,
including our own, Heike
Burghart Rice and Lucas
Edwards.

Palm Sunday Breakfast

Once again, the Deacons will be hosting their annual Palm Sunday Breakfast
on Sunday, March 29. Come to enjoy the free breakfast after the service from
10:30 - noon. The menu will feature the usual Palm Sunday favorites of French
Toast with Apple Cider Syrup, Sausages, Fresh Fruits, and Cinnamon Coffee
Cake. A gluten and dairy-free option will also be available. Again, this year, we
will have two dining rooms and two buffet lines and will be adding even more
seating! Join us for breakfast and feel free to invite a friend to join the delicious
tradition.



During Lent, we have two related
special collections. We collect
physical items to fill Emergency
Cleanup Buckets for Church World
Service (CWS), and we collect financial
contributions to PCUSA’s One Great
Hour of Sharing.

The buckets we build with CWS
will be used by Presbyterian
Disaster Relief, among others!

One Great Hour of Sharing supports
PCUSA’s ministries of compassion for
the most vulnerable in the United
States and around the world. These
ministries include disaster recovery,
hunger relief, eradicating systemic
A poverty, advocating for fair and
Q><‘ ONE GREAT compassionate immigration policies,
DQ HOUR OF SHARING @ 51 collaborating with partners who
\ V4 are directly involved in the complex
work of responding to immigration/
migration/ refugees, and working to
respond to the economic and
environmental justice issues
connected to climate change.

Find OGHS envelopes in your pews, or

write a checks(memo: OGHS), or pick

OGHS on the SCPC giving page.

Find bucket shopping lists in the

back of the church or go to
tinyURL.com/buckets2026

If we all do a little,
it adds up to a lot




Staff & Leadership
Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation!
Senior Pastor: The Rev. Scott Hoffman
Director of Education and Program: Deannine Shipman
Director of Music Ministry: Heike Burghart Rice
Financial Administrator: Michelle Fortin
Building Manager: Todd Hockenberry
Assistant Custodian: Chelsea Hockenberry
Church Secretary: Laura Green
Mission Associate: Cricket Hunter
Stay and Play Preschool Director: Laura Seeley
Stay and Play Assistant Director: Dianna Danko
Interim Chrysalis Coordinator: Laura Essinger-Hileman
Kitchen Coordinators: Mike and Amy Gordon

For more information about the church and our programs, please
visit our website at scpresby.org.

If you are an online attendee, we hope you will "sign the pew pad"
virtually by texting "check in" during the welcome and announcement
time so we know you're watching! The phone number is 833-234-

1326.
To give via our Online Giving site, scan the QR Code.

State College Presbyterian Church
132 W. Beaver Avenue
State College, PA 16801
814-238-2422
www.scpresby.org
officescpc@gmail.com



Calendar

Sun 1
Communion Sunday
Second Sunday of Lent
AM 9:00 Childcare, Rm 101
9:00 Coffee Hour, Social Hall
9:30 Worship, Sanctuary
10:00 Children, Worship & Song,
Rm 11
10:30 Exploration Hour
10:30 Deacon Usher Training
11:30 Deacons’ Meeting, Martin
Rm
PM 4:00 Orpheus Concert, Sanctuary

Mon 2
PM 12:30 Stay and Play Staff Meeting,
Social Hall
6:00 Scouts’ Den Meeting, Rm 10
& 11
6:00 Scouts’ Troop Meeting,
Westminster Hall
6:30 Theology unTapped, Faccia
Luna
7:00 Virtual Centering Prayer,
Zoom

Tues 3
PM 12:00 Congregational Prayer
Meeting, Zoom
4:00 Little LOGOS, Rm 101
4:00 LOGOS Geckos
5:15 LOGOS Chrysalis
7:30 Handbell Choir

Wed 4
PM 12:00 Wednesday in the Word,
Zoom/Fireside Rm
6:00 FISH, Fireside Rm
7:00 “The Bible’s Yes to Same-Sex
Marriage” Book Discussion,

Martin Rm
8:00 Women’s Fellowship, Federal
Taphouse
Thurs 5
PM 5:30 PSF, Fireside Rm and
CAYAM Corner
6:30 Men’s Covenant Group,
Martin Rm

7:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30 APNC Meeting, Zoom

Sun 8
Third Sunday of Lent
AM 9:00 Childcare, Rm 101
9:00 Coffee Hour, Social Hall
9:30 Worship, Sanctuary
10:00 Children, Worship & Song,
Rm 11
10:30 Exploration Hour



Sunday, March 1, 2026

Romans 5:1—8

Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we[a] have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Through him we have obtained access[b] to this grace in which we stand, and we[c] rejoice in our
hope of sharing the glory of God. More than that, we[d] rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and
hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit which has been given to us.

While we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Why, one will hardly die for a
righteous man—though perhaps for a good man one will dare even to die. But God shows his love for
us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.

John 3:1—10

Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicode’mus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to
Jesus[a] by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God; for no one
can do these signs that you do, unless God is with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to
you, unless one is born anew,[b] he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicode’mus said to him, “How
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”
Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter
the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is
spirit.[c] Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born anew.’[d] The wind[e] blows where it
wills, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know whence it comes or whither it goes; so it is
with every one who is born of the Spirit.” Nicode’'mus said to him, “How can this be?” Jesus answered
him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand this?



THE CHURCH

307 God of Grace and God of Glory
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1 God of grace and God of glo - ry, on thy peo - ple
2 Lo! the hosts of e - wvil round us scorn thy Christ, as -
3 Cure thy chil - dren’s war - ring mad-ness; bend our pride to
4 Save wus from weak res - ig - na-tion to the e - vils
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pour thy power; crown thine an - cient chur - ch’s  sto - ry; bring its
sail his ways! From the fears that long have bound us free our
thy con - trol; shame our wan - ton, self - ish  glad-ness, rich in
we de-plore. Let the gift of thy sal - va-tion be our
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bud to  glo-rious flower. Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour-age,
hearts to  faith and praise. Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour-age,
things and poor in soul. Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour-age,
glo - ry ev - er - more. Grant us wis - dom, grant us cour-age,
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for the fac-ing of this hour, for the fac - ing  of this hour
for the liv-ing of these days, for the liv - ing of these days.
lest we miss thy king-dom’s goal, lest we miss thy king-dom’s goal.
serv-ing thee whom we a - dore, serv-ing thee whom we a - dore.
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This stirring hymn used at the opening of Riverside Church in New York in 1930 was penned by its widely-
known and influential pastor, and it has gained a firm place in English-language hymnals around the world.
The Welsh tune name honors the Rhondda Valley in Glamorganshire.

TEXT: Harry Emerson Fosdick, 1930, alt.
MUSIC: John Hughes, 1907

CWM RHONDDA
8.7.8.7.8.7.7



JESUS CHRIST: LIFE

182 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
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1 I  heard the voice of Je-sus say, “Come un-to me and rest;
2 I heard the voice of Je-sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give
3 T  heard the voice of Je-sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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lay down, O wea-ry one, lay down your head up-on  my breast.”
the liv - ing wa - ter, thirst-y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.”
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I came to Je - sus as | was, so wea-ry, worn, and sad; [
I came to Je - sus, and Idrank of that life-giv - ing stream; my
I lookedto Je - sus, and I found in him my star, my sun; and
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found in him a rest - ing place, and he has made me glad.

thirst was quenched, my soul re-vived,and now 1 live in him.
in that light of life TI'll walk till trav-eling days are done.
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Each stanza here pairs an invitation from Jesus with a response from the narrator. These three invitations
recall how Jesus welcomed those who were heavy laden (Matthew 11:28), offered living water (John 4:10-14),
and identified himself as the light of the world (John 8:12, 9:5).

TEXT: Horatius Bonar, 1846, alt. KINGSFOLD
MUSIC: English County Songs, 1893; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906 CMD



LORD’S SUPPER

510 We Gather Here in Jesus’ Name

Come, Share the Lord

Capo 3: (G) (D) (Em7)
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1 We gath - er here in Je - sus’ name;
2 He joins us here; he breaks the bread;
3 We'll gath - er soon where an - gels  sing;
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his love is burn-ing in our hearts like liv - ing flame;
the Lord who pours the cup is ris - en from the dead;
we'll see the glo-ry of our Lord and com-ing King;
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for through the lov-ing Son the Fa - ther makes us one:
the one we love the most is now our gra-cious host:
now we an - tic - i - pate the feast for which we wait:
(G) (D) (Em) (A) (D)
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come, take the bread; come, drink the wine; come, share the Lord.
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(1) No one is a strang-er here; %Y ev-ery-one be - longs.
(2) We are now a fam -1i - ly, of which the Lord is  head.
(G) (A7) (D) (Bm) (Em7) (Asus) (A)
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Find - ing our for - give-ness here, we in turn for- give all wrongs.
Though un - seen, he meets us here in the break-ing of the bread.
The center of this text recalls Christ’s post-Resurrection meal at Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35), a reminder that the

Risen Christ is in our midst when two or three gather in his name (Matthew 18:20) and share a foretaste of
the Heavenly Feast (Matthew 26:29/ Luke 22:18/Mark 14:25).

TEXT and MUSIC: Bryan Jeffery Leech, 1984 COME, SHARE THE LORD
Text and Music © 1984 Fred Bock Music Co., Inc. Irregular



What Wondrous Love Is This

JESUS CHRIST: PASSION AND DEATH

215

Dm C Dm C Dm A
.
A :
e o - &
1 What won -drous love is this, O my soul, O my
2 When 1 was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, sink-ing
3 To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will
4 And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing
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soul, what won - drous love  is this, O my soull What
down, when I was sink - ing down, sink-ing down, when
sing, to God and to the Lamb, I will sing; to
on; and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; and
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won - drous love is this that caused the Lord of
I was sink - ing  down be - neath God's righ - teous
God and to the  Lamb  who is the great 1
when from death I'm free, In sing and  joy - ful
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bliss to bear the dread - ful curse for my soul, for my
frown, Christ laid a - side his crown for my soul, for my
AM, while mil - lions join the theme, I will sing, I will
be, and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on, I'll sing
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soul, to bear  the dread - ful curse for my soul!
soul, Christ laid a - side his crown for my soul!
sing;  while mil - lions join  the  theme, I will sing!
on; and through e - ter - ni - ty I'll sing on.

With its ballad-like repetitions before and after each stanza’s central narrative lines, this meditative text
needs performance in order to be effective. Its haunting melody proves the means of convincing us that the
only adequate response to “wondrous love” is to “sing on.”

TEXT: American folk hymn, c. 1811

MUSIC: Walker's Southern Harmony, 1835; harm. Carlton R. Young, 1965

WONDROUS LOVE
12.9.12.12.9

Music Harm. © 1965 Abingdon Press (admin. The Copyright Company)
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