
 

 

 

 

 

Third Sunday of Lent 

March 8, 2026 

9:30 am 
 
 

Welcome! State College Presbyterian Church is a warm, diverse, 

dynamic faith community with people of all ages and generations 

coming together to learn, serve, and worship.



Serving this Morning 

Ushers:  

Head Usher: Sharon Ambrose 

Ushers: Kevin Astare, Terrance 
Green, Sharon Manno, and Margaret 
Van Fossan 
 
Information Desk: Ken Manno 
 
Liturgist: Laura Robinson 
 

Sound/Projection/Camera: 
David Wheeler and Steve Van Hook 
 
Greeters: Fraser Street: Phil and 
Vickie Clauer 
Parking Lot: Kim Phillips 
 
Music: Chancel Choir  
 
Coffee Hour: Reed Miller and John 
Marsden 

 
Smile! You’re (Maybe) On Camera! Just a friendly heads-up that we are 
livestreaming/recording our service today; thus, you may end up on our YouTube 
video. We are so glad you are here to worship with us! 
 
The Sanctuary Flowers are in loving memory of Abigail Moir. 

 



Order of Worship  
                                                    *The Congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit.  

Prelude “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” arr. by Alfred V. Fedak  
 

Tolling of the Bell  Maya Rice 
  

Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Scott Hoffman 
 

*Passing of the Peace (L: Leader; P: People)  
 L: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 P: And also with you. 
 

*Call to Worship   
 L: It is good to praise the LORD 
 P: and make music to your name, O Most High, 
 L: to proclaim your love in the morning 
 P: and your faithfulness at night. 
 L: Let us worship God! 
 

*Hymn “O God, Who Gives Us Life” No. 53  
 

*Call to Confession  Deannine Shipman 
 

*Silent Confession 
 

*Corporate Confession  
 O Lord, if you held our sin against us, who could live, who could 
stand? We seem to have more faith in death than hope in your 
promise of life. We seek peace through war and find security in 
weapons. We abandon the hungry, sick, and dying, and pursue 
wealth by making others poor. And even so, you love us; still there is 
forgiveness with you! Therefore we worship you; for you alone, O 
Lord, can save us from death and redeem us from our sin. Amen. 
 

*Assurance of Pardon 
 L: Friends, this is the Good News of the Gospel: 
 P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 



*Call to the Word 

 
  
Words and Music: Amy Grant and Michael W. Smith 
CCLI Song # 14301 
© 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company | Vinny Mae's Girl 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1855478 
 

Prayer for Inspiration  Laura Robinson  
 

First Scripture Reading  Ezekiel 37:1–14 
   Page 704 in the pew Bible 
 

Anthem from Psalm 130: “From Deep Despair”  
  Chancel Choir Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy  
   Op. 23, Nos. 1 & 5  
 

Children’s Time    
Parents and Guardians, please take note that during the children's message, children may be photographed or video 
recorded due to our live stream. The video/images may be used without compensation by the church for promotional 
purposes in digital or print media.  If you do not wish for your child to be in the live stream, the front pew/row of chairs 
is not in the live shot.  

 

Song after Children’s Time      Hymn No. 697, v. 1 
 Take my life and let it be 
 consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
 take my moments and my days; 
 let them flow in ceaseless praise; 
 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
Second Scripture Reading   John 11:1–45 
                                                   Page 873 in the pew Bible  
 L: This is the Word of the Lord, and let all the people say— 
 P: Thanks be to God. 
 



Sermon Alive Again Rev. Scott Hoffman 
 
*Hymn “Spirit of the Living God” No. 288 
 
*Affirmation of Faith Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.          

 
Call to Offering   

There are numerous ways to give to the work of SCPC. Offering plates will be passed through the pews during the offertory 
for checks or cash to be left today. To give online, please scan the QR code on the card in the pew rack or inside the front 
cover of the pew pad.  You may also mail a check to the church office. If you give online or via the mail, you are invited to 
place one of the cards from the pew rack in the plate as it is passed. 

 Thank you for your support! 
 

Offertory “When Jesus Wept” William Billings 
  Chancel Choir  
 
*Doxology  [OLD 100TH] 
 Praise God throughout these forty days. Words by G. W. Dub Shepherd 

 Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise. 
 And praise the Spirit who imparts 
 God’s love in Christ into our hearts. 
 Amen. 



*Prayer of Dedication  
 
Prayers of the People 
  
 Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Text: Taizé Community, 1982, 1991, Music: Jacques Berthier, 1982, Text and Music © 1982 Les Presses de Taizé (admin. 
GIA Publications, Inc.) OneLicense #A-700990 
 

 Prayer 
 
 Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom      
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
*Hymn “In the Bulb There Is a Flower” No. 250 
 
*Charge & Benediction  
 
Postlude “New Britian” arr. by Philip Gehring 

 

 
 

 



Announcements and Upcoming Events 
 

Infant and Child Care is available for children up to age 3 in Room 101.  

Children Worship & Song Children ages 3 through 2nd grade are invited to 
Children, Worship & Song in Room 11 following the Children’s Message. 
The program uses the Godly Play method with biblical stories, figures, and a 
desert box; alternate weeks include creative movement and music. At 10:30 am, 
Pathways teachers will escort children to Exploration Hour. 

 

 
 
 

Pathway and Oasis – Today! 
Today marks the start of Spring Break, and for those who are in town, Pathways 
and Oasis will gather for a morning of fun and crafts during Exploration Hour in 
the Social Hall. We will color Easter cards for shut-ins, make God’s Eye crafts, 
and enjoy other activities together. Leaders will be at the back tables in the Social 
Hall, and all children and youth are welcome to join us! 
 
 



First-Time Visitor! 
Is this your first time visiting SCPC? We’re so glad you’re here! After worship 
today, please stop by one of the doors to meet a church 
member— and get “mugged” with an SCPC mug filled with 
goodies.  If you’d like more information about our church, feel 
free to reach out to us at officescpc@gmail.com or complete our 
Welcome Card located in the pew or online by scanning the QR 
Code. 

 
 

 
Come Ring the Bell! 

To sign up your child or youth to ring the bell, please use the QR Code to sign up. 
A reminder will be sent the day before your scheduled date. 
 
On the Sunday your child or youth is scheduled to ring the bell, 
families should meet Todd, our Building Manager, on the balcony 
near the Tower Room at 9:20 am.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:officescpc@gmail.com


Palm Sunday Breakfast 
Once again, the Deacons will be hosting their annual Palm Sunday Breakfast 
on Sunday, March 29. Come to enjoy the free breakfast after the service from 
10:30 - noon. The menu will feature the usual Palm Sunday favorites of French 
Toast with Apple Cider Syrup, Sausages, Fresh Fruits, and Cinnamon Coffee 
Cake. A gluten and dairy-free option will also be available. Again, this year, we 
will have two dining rooms and two buffet lines and will be adding even more 
seating! Join us for breakfast and feel free to invite a friend to join the delicious 
tradition. 

          
 

 
 
 

LOGOS Musical – March 22 
Where is God in the storms of life? The LOGOS musical this 
year tells the story of a group of children who wonder if they 
have what it takes to weather storms in their lives. Through 
heartfelt songs, authentic dialogue, and a healthy dose of 
humor, the children unpack the Bible narrative of Jesus 
calming the storm, realizing that no matter what happens in 
life, Jesus is in the boat with them. They are even 
empowered to follow Jesus' example by being there for 
others during their storms. Please join us at the 9:30 am 
worship service on March 22, when the GECKOS and 
Chrysalis Choirs will join together to present Storms by 
Mark Burrows. 



 
SCPC Receives the Emerald Award for Sustainability 

State College Presbyterian Church has been part of the 
Green Community Partnership with the Centre County 
Refuse & Recycling Authority since 2014. This year, 
SCPC has been selected as one of two recipients of the 
Emerald Award for Sustainability. 
This award recognizes organizations that have 
distinguished themselves as role models by 
demonstrating a strong commitment to waste reduction 
and environmentally sound operating practices. 
SCPC will receive the award on April 14. We are grateful 
for the many members of our congregation who support 

and encourage sustainable practices in the life of our church. 
 
 

 



Staff & Leadership 
Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation! 

Senior Pastor: The Rev. Scott Hoffman 
Director of Education and Program: Deannine Shipman 

Director of Music Ministry: Heike Burghart Rice 
Financial Administrator: Michelle Fortin 

Building Manager: Todd Hockenberry 
Assistant Custodian: Chelsea Hockenberry 

Church Secretary: Laura Green 
Mission Associate: Cricket Hunter 

Stay and Play Preschool Director: Laura Seeley 
Stay and Play Assistant Director: Dianna Danko 

Interim Chrysalis Coordinator: Laura Essinger-Hileman 
Kitchen Coordinators: Mike and Amy Gordon 

 
 
 

For more information about the church and our programs, please 
visit our website at scpresby.org. 

 
If you are an online attendee, we hope you will "sign the pew pad" 
virtually by texting "check in" during the welcome and announcement 
time so we know you're watching! The phone number is 833-234-
1326.    

To give via our Online Giving site, scan the QR Code. 
 
 

 
 

State College Presbyterian Church 
132 W. Beaver Avenue 

State College, PA 16801 
814-238-2422 

www.scpresby.org 
officescpc@gmail.com



Calendar

Sun 8 
Third Sunday of Lent 
AM   9:00 Childcare, Rm 101 
 9:00 Coffee Hour, Social Hall 
 9:30 Worship, Sanctuary 

 10:00 Children, Worship &   
Song, Rm 11 

 10:30 Exploration Hour 
PM 1:30 YoPro Games, Fireside Rm 
 
Mon 9 
Stay and Play Closed from 
March 9 – March 13 
PM 7:00 Men’s Bible Study, 

Fireside Rm 
 7:00 Virtual Centering Prayer, 

Zoom 
 
Tues 10 

   AM 10:00 Staff Meeting 
PM 12:00 Congregational Prayer 

Meeting, Zoom 
 7:15 Personnel Committee 

Meeting, Zoom 
 
 
 
 

Wed 11 
PM 12:00 Wednesday in the Word, 

Zoom/Fireside Rm 
    
Thurs 12 
PM 6:00 Worship Committee 

Meeting, Martin Rm 
 7:00 Adult Education 

Committee Meeting, Zoom 
 7:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 
Fri 13 
Church Office and Building 
Closed 
 
Sun 15 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Installation of Deacons and 
Elders 
Recognition of New Members 
AM 9:00 Childcare, Rm 101 
 9:00 Coffee Hour, Social Hall 
 9:30 Worship, Sanctuary 
 10:00 Children, Worship & 

Song, Rm 11 
 10:30 Exploration Hour 
PM 12:00 Explore Meeting,  

Fireside Rm

 
 

 



Sunday, March 8, 2026 
 
Ezekiel 37:1–14 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down 
in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying 
in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O 
Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, 
hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath[a] to enter you, 
and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon you and cover you with 
skin and put breath[b] in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the Lord.” 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, 
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath:[c] Thus says the Lord God: Come 
from the four winds, O breath,[d] and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as 
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, a vast 
multitude. 

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried 
up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the 
Lord God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open your graves 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, 
and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, 
says the Lord.” 

John 11:1–45 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was 
the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus 
was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus,[a] “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus 
heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of 
God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 
after having heard that Lazarus[b] was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, 
the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus answered, “Are 
there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble because they see 
the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” After 
saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 
The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.”[c] Jesus, however, had 
been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told 
them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But 
let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin,[d] said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that 
we may die with him.” 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus[e] had already been in the tomb four days. Now Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 



have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, 
“Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 
on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.[f] Those who believe in me, 
even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you 
believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah,[g] the Son of God, the 
one coming into the world.” 

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The Teacher 
is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus 
had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews who 
were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her 
because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus 
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, 
“Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of 
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already 
there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believed you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and 
said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this 
for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said 
this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet 
bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let 
him go.” 

Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in him. 
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