
 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

March 15, 2026 

9:30 am 
 
 

Welcome! State College Presbyterian Church is a warm, diverse, 

dynamic faith community with people of all ages and generations 

coming together to learn, serve, and worship.



Serving this Morning 

Ushers:  

Head Usher: Mary Ann Sesler 

Ushers: Kevin Astare, Curt Dell, 
Terrance Green, and Margaret Van 
Fossan 
 
Information Desk: Tod 
McPherson 
 
Liturgist: Doug Schaufler 
 

Sound/Projection/Camera: 
Benton Bickerton and Greg Tothero 
 
Greeters: Fraser Street: Scott Sesler 
Parking Lot: Amy Elliott 
 
Music: Chancel Choir and The 
Burghart Rice Family 
 
Coffee Hour: Reed Miller and John 
Marsden 

 
Smile! You’re (Maybe) On Camera! Just a friendly heads-up that we are 
livestreaming/recording our service today; thus, you may end up on our YouTube 
video. We are so glad you are here to worship with us! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
In response to God’s unconditional love and Jesus’ example of hospitality, State 
College Presbyterian Church is called to be a welcoming community.  We affirm 
all people equally, regardless of, for example, race, ethnicity, citizenship status, 
age, sex/gender identity, sexual orientation, capability, religious background, or 

circumstance of life.  We are committed to removing barriers that separate us.  As 
we gather in worship, fellowship, and service, all are welcome. 

 



Order of Worship  
                                                    *The Congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit.  

Prelude “If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee” J.S. Bach 
  
Tolling of the Bell  Frederick Zabik 
  
Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Scott Hoffman 
 
*Passing of the Peace (L: Leader; P: People)  
 L: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 P: And also with you. 
 
*Call to Worship   
 L: May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble, and may the name of the God 

of Jacob protect you! 
 P: May the Lord remember all of our offerings and regard with favor 

our sacrifices of praise. 
 L: May the Lord grant you your heart’s desire, and fulfill all of your plans. 
 P: Our pride is in the name of the Lord who hears us when we pray 

and answers our needs. 
 L: Let us worship God! 
 
*Hymn “If Thou by Trust in God to Guide Thee” No. 816  
 
*Call to Confession  Deannine Shipman 
 
*Silent Confession 
 
*Corporate Confession  

Gracious God, our sins are too heavy to carry, too real to hide, and 
too deep to undo. Forgive what our lips tremble to name, what our 
hearts can no longer bear, and what has become for us a consuming 
fire of judgment. Set us free from a past that we cannot change; open 
to us a future in which we can be changed; and grant us grace to 
grow more and more in your likeness and image; through Jesus 
Christ, the light of the world. Amen. 
 
 
 



*Assurance of Pardon 
 L: Friends, this is the Good News of the Gospel: 
 P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 
*Call to the Word 

 
  
Words and Music: Amy Grant and Michael W. Smith 
CCLI Song # 14301 
© 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company | Vinny Mae's Girl 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1855478 

 
Prayer for Inspiration  Doug Schaufler  
 
First Scripture Reading  Mark 4:26–34 
   Page 815 in the pew Bible 
 

Anthem “I Believe” Mark A. Miller 

 
New Member Reception 
 
Installation of Officers  
 

Sentences of Scripture 

L: There are varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them 
P: There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same Lord 

who is served 
L: God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God’s purpose that 

is accomplished 
P: To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the common 

good. 
L: Together we are the body of Christ, and individually members of it 

  



Questions of the Congregation 
L: Do we, the members of the church, accept this man and these women as 

deacon and elders, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to 
lead us in the way of Jesus Christ? 

P: We do. 
L: Do we agree to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as 

they guide us, serving Jesus Christ who alone is Head of the Church? 
P: We do. 

 
Children’s Time    

Parents and Guardians, please take note that during the children's message, children may be photographed or video 
recorded due to our live stream. The video/images may be used without compensation by the church for promotional 
purposes in digital or print media.  If you do not wish for your child to be in the live stream, the front pew/row of chairs 
is not in the live shot.  

 

Song after Children’s Time      Hymn No. 697, v. 1 
 Take my life and let it be 
 consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
 take my moments and my days; 
 let them flow in ceaseless praise; 
 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
Second Scripture Reading  1 Samuel 16:1–13 
                                                   Page 226 in the pew Bible  
 L: This is the Word of the Lord, and let all the people say— 
 P: Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon What Is On the Inside Rev. Scott Hoffman 
 
*Hymn “Shepherd Me, O God” No. 473 
 The worship leaders will sing the verses, the congregation joins for the refrains. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Affirmation of Faith 
  Excerpted and Adapted from the French Confession of 1559 

We believe and confess only one God, who can do all things, is all-
wise, all-good, all-just, and all-merciful. 
We believe that everything required for our salvation has been 
offered and communicated to us in Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God 
and God’s eternal Son. Jesus Christ clothed himself in our flesh: God 
and human in one person. We believe that we are illuminated in 
faith by the unfathomable grace of the Holy Spirit. 
God imparts this gracious gift. 
By faith we receive grace to live holy lives in awe and reverence for 
God, for we receive what the gospel promises when God gives us the 
Holy Spirit. Faith does not cool our desire for good and holy living, 
but rather engenders and excites it in us, leading naturally to good 
works. As for the true Church we believe that it ought to be governed 
in accordance with the order established by our Lord Jesus Christ. 
In this way, pure doctrine can be maintained, the poor and afflicted 
can be helped in their need, assemblies can be gathered in the name 
of God, and both great and small can be edified. Amen.         

 
Call to Offering   

There are numerous ways to give to the work of SCPC. Offering plates will be passed through the pews during the offertory 
for checks or cash to be left today. To give online, please scan the QR code on the card in the pew rack or inside the front 
cover of the pew pad.  You may also mail a check to the church office. If you give online or via the mail, you are invited to 
place one of the cards from the pew rack in the plate as it is passed. 

 Thank you for your support! 
 

Offertory “My Shepherd, You Supply My Need” arr. by Aaron David Miller  

  
*Doxology  [OLD 100TH] 
 Praise God throughout these forty days. Words by G. W. Dub Shepherd 

 Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise. 
 And praise the Spirit who imparts 
 God’s love in Christ into our hearts. 
 Amen. 
 
*Prayer of Dedication  
 
 
 
 



Prayers of the People 
  
 Sharing of Joys and Concerns 

 
 Text: Taizé Community, 1982, 1991, Music: Jacques Berthier, 1982, Text and Music © 1982 Les Presses de Taizé 
(admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) OneLicense #A-700990 

 

 Prayer 
 
 Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom      
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
*Hymn “How Firm a Foundation” No. 463 
 
*Charge & Benediction  
 
Postlude “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say” arr. By James Biery  

 

 



Announcements and Upcoming Events 
 

Infant and Child Care is available for children up to age 3 in Room 101.  

Children Worship & Song Children ages 3 through 2nd grade are invited to 
Children, Worship & Song in Room 11 following the Children’s Message. 
The program uses the Godly Play method with biblical stories, figures, and a 
desert box; alternate weeks include creative movement and music. At 10:30 am, 
Pathways teachers will escort children to Exploration Hour. 

 

 
 
 
Today, during the Adult Education offering in Westminster Hall, Daniel Falk will 
be discussing Archaeology and the Bible. Starting in the 19th century, 
archaeologists have uncovered a wealth of artifacts and texts that intersect with 
the stories of the Bible. Even today, social media and popular sources make 
extravagant claims about new finds “proving” something or other in the Bible. 
This talk will address the contributions and limitations of archeological 
discoveries in relation to the Bible, and the issues of forgeries, popular hype, 
scholarly evaluation, and interpretations.  

 



New Members 
 

 
Heather Gregory – Heather recently began attending 
SCPC after previously serving at a Presbyterian church in 
Pittsburgh many years ago. She says one of the things she 
enjoys most about Presbyterian churches is the food—and 
she is always happy to volunteer as a taste tester here! 
 
Heather and her husband live in State College and have three 
children: Noah (20), Andrew (18), and Evelyn (14). She 
currently works as the Outreach Coordinator for the 
Salvation Army. Heather joins SCPC by Reaffirmation of 
Faith. 

 
 
 
 
Zachary and Nicole Klueber – Zachary 
and Nicole both came to State College to 
attend Penn State University and, like many, 
decided to stay. Nicole is a Systems Engineer 
at Raytheon Technologies, and Zachary is a 
Civil Engineer at ARM Group. They live in 
Boalsburg with their two dogs. 
 
Zachary and Nicole were introduced to SCPC 
through the Gilmore family. Nicole joins 
SCPC by Reaffirmation of Faith, and Zachary 
transfers his membership from his home 
church, Delmont Presbyterian Church in 
Delmont, PA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Paul and Liz Wright – Paul and Liz first connected 
with SCPC through bringing their children to Stay & 
Play Preschool. They have two children; Eleanor, who 
is now in 1st grade, and Max, who is a Rainbow 
Raccoon at Stay & Play. 
 
Liz works in healthcare in State College, and Paul is 
the Director of Hardware and Production at KCF 
Technologies. They both enjoy running and spending 
time outdoors. Paul and Liz are joining SCPC by 
Reaffirmation of Faith. 

 
 

 
 

 
 Installation of Officers 

In November, we elected members to serve in 
the offices of Elder and Deacon. Today, we will 
install (put in place) those who have served 
previously and were unable to make our 
installation in February. Most have been elected 
to a three-year term. 

 
Elders of the class of 2028 are: Dick Bundy and Meg Moose 
Deacon of the class of 2028 is: Becky Thomas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



First-Time Visitor! 
Is this your first time visiting SCPC? We’re so glad you’re here! After worship 
today, please stop by one of the doors to meet a church member— 
and get “mugged” with an SCPC mug filled with goodies.  If you’d 
like more information about our church, feel free to reach out to us 
at officescpc@gmail.com or complete our Welcome Card located in 
the pew or online by scanning the QR Code. 

 
 
 
 

Come Ring the Bell! 
To sign up your child or youth to ring the bell, please use the 
QR Code to sign up. A reminder will be sent the day before 
your scheduled date. 
 
On the Sunday your child or youth is scheduled 
to ring the bell, families should meet Todd, our 
Building Manager, on the balcony near the 
Tower Room at 9:20 am.  

 
 

 

 

mailto:officescpc@gmail.com


Palm Sunday Breakfast 
Once again, the Deacons will be hosting their annual Palm Sunday Breakfast 
on Sunday, March 29. Come to enjoy the free breakfast after the service from 
10:30 - noon. The menu will feature the usual Palm Sunday favorites of French 
Toast with Apple Cider Syrup, Sausages, Fresh Fruits, and Cinnamon Coffee 
Cake. A gluten and dairy-free option will also be available. Again, this year, we 
will have two dining rooms and two buffet lines and will be adding even more 
seating! Join us for breakfast and feel free to invite a friend to join the delicious 
tradition. 

          
 

 
 

LOGOS Musical – Next Sunday 
Where is God in the storms of life? The LOGOS musical this year tells the story of 

a group of children who wonder if they have what it takes 
to weather storms in their lives. Through heartfelt songs, 
authentic dialogue, and a healthy dose of humor, the 
children unpack the Bible narrative of Jesus calming the 
storm, realizing that no matter what happens in life, 
Jesus is in the boat with them. They are even empowered 
to follow Jesus' example by being there for others during 
their storms. Please join us at the 9:30 am worship 
service on March 22, when the GECKOS and Chrysalis 
Choirs will join together to present Storms by Mark 
Burrows. 



 

 
 
 



Men’s Fellowship – March 30 at 6:00 pm 
The Men’s Covenant Group and Men’s Bible Study Group have joined together to 
launch the 5th Monday Men’s Fellowship Group offering a third fellowship 
opportunity for men. This is nondenominational and open to all seeking a new 
way to interact and grow our faith. We will meet again in March on the 30th at 
6:00 in the Social Hall and Pastor Scott will join us for pizza and discussion. For 
more information please contact Rob Hufford: rhuffard@outlook.com; or 
Bob Igo: rli2@psu.edu. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 



Staff & Leadership 
Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation! 

Senior Pastor: The Rev. Scott Hoffman 
Director of Education and Program: Deannine Shipman 

Director of Music Ministry: Heike Burghart Rice 
Financial Administrator: Michelle Fortin 

Building Manager: Todd Hockenberry 
Assistant Custodian: Chelsea Hockenberry 

Church Secretary: Laura Green 
Mission Associate: Cricket Hunter 

Stay and Play Preschool Director: Laura Seeley 
Stay and Play Assistant Director: Dianna Danko 

Interim Chrysalis Coordinator: Laura Essinger-Hileman 
Kitchen Coordinators: Mike and Amy Gordon 

 
 
 

For more information about the church and our programs, please 
visit our website at scpresby.org. 

 
If you are an online attendee, we hope you will "sign the pew pad" 
virtually by texting "check in" during the welcome and announcement 
time so we know you're watching! The phone number is 833-234-
1326.    

To give via our Online Giving site, scan the QR Code. 
 
 

 
 

State College Presbyterian Church 
132 W. Beaver Avenue 

State College, PA 16801 
814-238-2422 

www.scpresby.org 
officescpc@gmail.com



Calendar

Sun 15 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Reception of New Members 
Installation of Deacons and Elders 
AM   9:00 Childcare, Rm 101 
 9:00 Coffee Hour, Social Hall 
 9:30 Worship, Sanctuary 

 10:00 Children, Worship &   Song, 
Rm 11 

 10:30 Exploration Hour 
PM 12:00 Explore, Fireside Rm 
 
Mon 16 
PM 6:00 Scout Den Meeting, Rm 10 & 

11 
 6:00 Scout Troop Meeting, 

Westminster Hall 
 6:30 Stay and Play Advisory Team 

Meeting, Zoom 
 7:00 CAYAM Meeting, CAYAM 

Corner 
 7:00 Virtual Centering Prayer, 

Zoom 
 
Tues 17 

   AM 8:00 Building and Property 
Committee Meeting, Rm 10 

 9:00 SMART Work Day 
 10:00 Staff Meeting 

PM 12:00 Congregational Prayer 
Meeting, Zoom 

 4:00 Little LOGOS, Rm 101 
 4:00 LOGOS Geckos 
 5:15 LOGOS Chrysalis 
 7:15 Welcome Statement Meeting, 

Martin Rm 
 7:30 Handbell Choir, Choir Rm 
 

Wed 18 
PM 12:00 Wednesday in the Word, 

Zoom/Fireside Rm 
 4:00 Finance Committee Meeting, 

Martin Rm 
 6:00 FISH 
 6:30 SJMT Meeting, Zoom/Rm 10 
 7:00 Generosity Committee 

Meeting, Martin Rm 
    
 
Thurs 19 
PM 5:30 PSF, Fireside Rm and 

CAYAM Corner 
 6:30 Men’s Covenant Group, 

Martin Rm 
 7:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 7:30 APNC Meeting, Rm 10 
 
Fri 20 
PM 4:00 LOGOS’ Musical Rehearsal  

and Dinner, Sanctuary and 
Social Hall 

 
Sun 22 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
LOGOS Musical 
AM 9:00 Childcare, Rm 101 
 9:00 Coffee Hour, Social Hall 
 9:30 Worship, Sanctuary 
 10:00 Children, Worship & Song, 

Rm 11 
 10:30 Exploration Hour 
 11:30 Session Meeting, Martin Rm 
PM 12:00 Explore, Fireside Rm 
 1:00 Youth Ministry Advisory 

Committee, Zoom

 



Sunday, March 15, 2026 
 

Mark 4:26–34 

He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground and would sleep 
and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth 
produces of itself first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain is 
ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle because the harvest has come.” 

He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? It is 
like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth, yet 
when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs and puts forth large branches, so 
that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

With many such parables he spoke the word to them as they were able to hear it; he did not speak to 
them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 

1 Samuel 16:1–13 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king 
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have 
provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill 
me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite 
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do, and you shall anoint for me the one 
whom I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of 
the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably. I have 
come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified 
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now before the Lord.” But 
the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have 
rejected him, for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, 
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither 
has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to 
Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he 
said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send 
and bring him, for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was 
ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the 
one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the 
spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to 
Ramah. 
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