
 

 

 

Palm Sunday 

March 29, 2026 

9:30 am 
 
 

Welcome! State College Presbyterian Church is a warm, diverse, 

dynamic faith community with people of all ages and generations 

coming together to learn, serve, and worship.



Serving this Morning 

Ushers:  

Head Usher: Jon Schwantes 

Ushers: Kevin Astare, Terrance 
Green, Mary Ann Sesler, and 
Margaret Van Fossan 
 
Information Desk: Danielle 
Rhubart 
 

Sound/Projection/Camera: 
Scott Thompson 
 
Greeters: Fraser Street: Linda 
Edvar 
Parking Lot: Doug and Janet 
Schaufler 
 
Music: Chancel and Handbell Choir 

 
Smile! You’re (Maybe) On Camera! Just a friendly heads-up that we are 
livestreaming/recording our service today; thus, you may end up on our YouTube 
video. We are so glad you are here to worship with us! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In response to God’s unconditional love and Jesus’ example of hospitality, State 
College Presbyterian Church is called to be a welcoming community.  We affirm 
all people equally, regardless of, for example, race, ethnicity, citizenship status, 
age, sex/gender identity, sexual orientation, capability, religious background, or 

circumstance of life.  We are committed to removing barriers that separate us.  As 
we gather in worship, fellowship, and service, all are welcome. 

 



Order of Worship  
                                                    *The Congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit.  

Prelude “Come, Thou Fount of Ev’ry Blessing” arr. by Cathy Moklebust  
   
Tolling of the Bell  Carolyn Rhubart Rothenberger 
  
*Call to Worship  Deannine Shipman  
 L: Awake to the day of triumph for our Savior! 
 P: Give thanks for this day that leads to the cross! 
 L: Come with your branches, hosannas, and songs! 
 P: Fill the air with welcome to the Lord! 
 L: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 
*Processional Hymn “All Glory Laud and Honor” No. 196 
  Handbell Choir arr. by Margaret R. Tucker 

 
Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Scott Hoffman 
 
Minute for Mission: CWS Buckets/One Great Hour of Sharing 
   Cricket Hunter 
 
*Passing of the Peace (L: Leader; P: People)  
 L: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 P: And also with you. 
 
*Call to Confession  Deannine Shipman 
 
*Silent Confession 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Corporate Confession  
O King of Glory, we confess that our praise of your majesty has often 
been faint, our performance as citizens of your kingdom treasonous. 
For we have surrendered to the enemy by our secret and our known 
sins. For our treason you died, Lord Jesus. For our restoration, you 
rose again. Draw us closer to you in this holy week, that our eyes 
may catch the vision of your tears, and our hearts, the wonder of 
your grace. By the Holy Spirit’s continuing discipline, let us be loyal 
and loving servants of the King. Praise be to you, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
*Assurance of Pardon 
 L: Friends, this is the Good News of the Gospel: 
 P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 
*Sung Prayer for Inspiration 

Open your ears, O faithful people:  
open your ears and hear God’s word. 

 Open your hearts, O royal priesthood;  
 God has come to you.    
 
*First Scripture Reading  
  Psalm 118:1–2, 14, 17, 22–24 Anne Krentz Organ 

  Chancel Chor sings the verses, the congregation joins for the refrains 
   

 



Children’s Time    
Parents and Guardians, please take note that during the children's message, children may be photographed or video 
recorded due to our live stream. The video/images may be used without compensation by the church for promotional 
purposes in digital or print media.  If you do not wish for your child to be in the live stream, the front pew/row of chairs 
is not in the live shot.  

 

Song after Children’s Time      Hymn No. 697, v. 1 
 Take my life and let it be 
 consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
 take my moments and my days; 
 let them flow in ceaseless praise; 
 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
Second Scripture Reading  Matthew 21:1–11 
                                                   Page 802 in the pew Bible  
 L: This is the Word of the Lord, and let all the people say— 
 P: Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon The More Things Rev. Scott Hoffman 
 
*Hymn “Filled with Excitement” No. 199 
 
*Affirmation of Faith 
 We believe in the God who is the pillar of fire and the pillar of cloud. 
 We trust in our Holy Parent who judges and shows mercy. 
 We hope in our Creator who is faithful to all that is seen and unseen. 
 We believe in the Jesus who rode in triumph into Jerusalem. 
 We trust in the Messiah who was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 We hope in the living Christ who walked out of the tomb. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, giver of faith and formation. 
 We trust in the Breath of Life who stirs, sustains, and sanctifies. 

We hope in our Advocate who brings to us, and through, us the gift 
of God’s peace. Amen. 
 
-Rev. Julia Seymour, Lutheran Church of Hope, Anchorage AK. 

 
Call to Offering   

There are numerous ways to give to the work of SCPC. Offering plates will be passed through the pews during the offertory 
for checks or cash to be left today. To give online, please scan the QR code on the card in the pew rack or inside the front 
cover of the pew pad.  You may also mail a check to the church office. If you give online or via the mail, you are invited to 
place one of the cards from the pew rack in the plate as it is passed. 

 Thank you for your support! 
 



Offertory “Rhosymedre” Ralph Vaughan Williams 
  

*Doxology  [OLD 100TH] 
 Praise God throughout these forty days. Words by G. W. Dub Shepherd 

 Praise Christ, our Lord, whom God did raise. 
 And praise the Spirit who imparts 
 God’s love in Christ into our hearts. 
 Amen. 
 

*Prayer of Dedication  
 
Martin Legacy Society Recognition Ken Manno  

 

Prayers of the People 
  

 Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Taizé Community, 1982, 1991, Music: Jacques Berthier, 1982, Text and Music © 1982 Les Presses de Taizé 
(admin. GIA Publications, Inc.) OneLicense #A-700990 

 

 Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 



Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom      
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
*Hymn “My Song Is Love Unknown” 
  (see following pages)  
 
*Charge & Benediction  
 
Postlude “Allegro maestoso vivace” Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy 
   Op. 65 
 

 
 

Palm Sunday Breakfast – TODAY 
Once again, the Deacons will be hosting their annual Palm Sunday Breakfast 
today after service. Come to enjoy the free breakfast after the service from 
10:30 - noon. The menu will feature the usual Palm Sunday favorites of French 
Toast with Apple Cider Syrup, Sausages, Fresh Fruits, and Cinnamon Coffee 
Cake. A gluten and dairy-free option will also be available.  
 
 
 

 
 



*Hymn “My Song Is Love Unknown” 
   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Announcements and Upcoming Events 
 

Infant and Child Care is available for children up to age 3 in Room 101.  

Children Worship & Song Children ages 3 through 2nd grade are invited to 
Children, Worship & Song in Room 11 following the Children’s Message. 
The program uses the Godly Play method with biblical stories, figures, and a 
desert box; alternate weeks include creative movement and music. At 10:30 am, 
please pick up your children from Room 11 and bring them with you 
to enjoy the Palm Sunday Breakfast together.

 
 

First-Time Visitor! 
Is this your first time visiting SCPC? We’re so glad you’re here! After worship 
today, please stop by one of the doors to meet a church member— 
and get “mugged” with an SCPC mug filled with goodies.  If 
you’d like more information about our church, feel free to reach 
out to us at officescpc@gmail.com or complete our Welcome Card 
located in the pew or online by scanning the QR Code. 

 

mailto:officescpc@gmail.com


Come Ring the Bell! 
To sign up your child or youth to ring the bell, please use the 
QR Code to sign up. A reminder will be sent the day before your 
scheduled date. 
 
On the Sunday your child or youth is scheduled to ring the bell, 
families should meet Todd, our Building Manager, on the 
balcony near the Tower Room at 9:20 am.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Men’s Fellowship –TOMORROW at 6:00 pm 
The Men’s Covenant Group and Men’s Bible Study Group have joined together to 
launch the 5th Monday Men’s Fellowship Group, offering a third fellowship 
opportunity for men. This is nondenominational and open to all seeking a new 
way to interact and grow our faith. We will meet again tomorrow at 6:00 in the 
Social Hall, and Pastor Scott will join us for pizza and discussion. For more 
information, please contact Rob Hufford: rhuffard@outlook.com; or 
Bob Igo: rli2@psu.edu. 

 

mailto:rli2@psu.edu


Maundy Thursday Dinner and Service - April 2 at 6:00 pm 
in the Social Hall 

Join us as we gather to break bread, share a simple supper, and 
celebrate the sacrament of communion together at our dinner 
tables. This meaningful evening invites us to remember Jesus’ 
final meal with his disciples and the call to love and serve one 
another. RSVPs to the church office are helpful for planning 
purposes, though not required. We ask that you bring your 
favorite dish or treat to share. 

 
 

 
Good Friday Worship Experience and 

Service 
Join us on Good Friday for two worship opportunities. 
Beginning at noon on Friday, April 3, an Interactive 
Stations of the Cross experience will be set up in the 
Martin Room. All are welcome to come work through 
the experience at your own pace. The room will remain 
open until 8:00 pm. 
Then, at 7:00 pm, we will hold a traditional Tenebrae 
Service (a service of light and dark) in the sanctuary, 
remembering Christ’s death on the cross. 
All are welcome and encouraged to join us for one or 
both of these Good Friday worship opportunities.  

 
 

 



Easter Sunday Worship Services- Sunday, April 5 
Sunrise Service with Communion at 6:45 
am at Re Farm Café at Windswept Farm 
Bright and early on Easter Sunday morning, we 
will gather outdoors at Re Farm Café at 
Windswept Farm to worship the Risen Lord as 
the sun rises. All are welcome to join in this 
simple and powerful worship experience, led by 
our youth. Please bring a folding chair for 
seating, and we suggest wearing warm clothing 
and appropriate footwear for walking in wet 
grass. We will be seated widely in a beautiful 
field below the gazebo. The walk to the field may 
be muddy if there has been rain. Please pray for 

good weather! 
 
Easter Morning Worship at SCPC at 9:30 am in the Sanctuary 
Come one, come all to worship on Easter Sunday morning as we pull out all the 
stops to praise the Risen Lord! Join your voice with Christians around the world 
as we celebrate this joyous day together, proclaiming: “Christ the Lord is 
risen today! Alleluia!” 

 
 
 

 

 



Belonging in love. Growing in faith. Serving with purpose. 
This descriptive statement identifies the priorities of the State College 
Presbyterian Church: we are a welcoming church, actively engaged in nurturing 
our congregation and caring for our community. 
 
Volunteer service is at the center of the life of the church. We serve with passion 
and commitment, using our time and talents to make the world around us a 
better place. All are invited to serve, regardless of age or experience. Some of us 
have served in the same roles for years, while others are still trying to find their 
place in the church volunteer network. 
 
Opportunities within the church are vast: we have conducted an inventory of all 
current volunteer roles, including detailed descriptions that outline the 
expectations for each position. 
 
We will soon be launching a survey…The Volunteer Accelerator…which will invite 
you to take a few minutes to share your interests and expertise. This data will 
then be submitted into the accelerator tool, matching your responses with 
volunteer positions that best align with your talents. 
 
This survey will be released in church on April 19, so get ready to 
explore new avenues for engagement at SCPC! 
 
Any questions can be addressed to Mitch Kirsch (mitchkirsch57@gmail.com) or 
Kelly Nguyen (kellybnguyen1@gmail.com) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Staff & Leadership 
Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation! 

Senior Pastor: The Rev. Scott Hoffman 
Director of Education and Program: Deannine Shipman 

Director of Music Ministry: Heike Burghart Rice 
Financial Administrator: Michelle Fortin 

Building Manager: Todd Hockenberry 
Assistant Custodian: Chelsea Hockenberry 

Church Secretary: Laura Green 
Mission Associate: Cricket Hunter 

Stay and Play Preschool Director: Laura Seeley 
Stay and Play Assistant Director: Dianna Danko 

Interim Chrysalis Coordinator: Laura Essinger-Hileman 
Kitchen Coordinators: Mike and Amy Gordon 

 
 
 

For more information about the church and our programs, please 
visit our website at scpresby.org. 

 
If you are an online attendee, we hope you will "sign the pew pad" 
virtually by texting "check in" during the welcome and announcement 
time so we know you're watching! The phone number is 833-234-
1326.    

To give via our Online Giving site, scan the QR Code. 
 
 

 
 

State College Presbyterian Church 
132 W. Beaver Avenue 

State College, PA 16801 
814-238-2422 

www.scpresby.org 
officescpc@gmail.com



Calendar

Sun 29 
Palm Sunday 
AM   9:00 Childcare, Rm 101 
 9:30 Worship, Sanctuary 
 10:00 Children, Worship & Song, 

Rm 11 
 10:30 Palm Sunday Breakfast, 

Social Hall and Westminster 
Hall 

PM 12:30 Explore, Fireside Rm 
 
Mon 30 
PM 6:00 Men’s Fellowship, Social Hall 
 6:00 Scout Den Meeting, Rm 10 & 

11 
 6:00 Scout Troop Meeting, 

Westminster Hall 
 7:00 Virtual Centering Prayer, 

Zoom 
 
Tues 31 

   AM 10:00 Staff Meeting 
PM 12:00 Congregational Prayer 

Meeting, Zoom 
 4:00 Little LOGOS, Rm 101 
 4:00 LOGOS Geckos 
 5:15 LOGOS Chrysalis 
 5:30 Trans Day of Visibility, Allen 

Street 
 7:30 Handbell Choir, Choir Rm 
 
 
 
 
 

Wed 1 
PM 12:00 Wednesday in the Word, 

Zoom/Fireside Rm 
 6:00 FISH 
 7:00 “The Bible’s Yes to Same-Sex 

Marriage” Book Discussion, 
Martin Rm 

 8:00 Women’s Fellowship, Federal 
Taphouse 

    
Thurs 2 
Maundy Thursday 
PM 6:00 Maundy Thursday Service 

and Dinner, Social Hall 
 7:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
  
Fri 3 
Good Friday 
Stay and Play Closed 
PM 12:00 Interactive Stations of the 

Cross, Martin Rm 
 7:00 Good Friday Service, 

Sanctuary 
 
Sun 5 
Easter Sunday 
Communion Sunday 
AM 6:45 Sunrise Easter Service, 
Windswept Farms 
 9:00 Childcare, Rm 101 
 9:30 Worship, Sanctuary 
 10:00 Children, Worship & Song, 

Rm 11 
 11:30 YoPro and College Student 

Easter Potluck, Fireside Rm 

 



Sunday, March 29, 2026 
 
Matthew 21:1–11 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent 
two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a 
donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just 
say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them immediately.”[a] This took place to fulfill what 
had been spoken through the prophet: 

“Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, 

    humble and mounted on a donkey, 

        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt and put 
their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd[b] spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him 
and that followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David! 

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were saying, 

“This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
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