
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Worship 

April 12, 2026 

9:30 am 
 
 
 

Welcome! State College Presbyterian Church is a warm, diverse, 

dynamic faith community with people of all ages and generations 

coming together to learn, serve, and worship.



Serving this Morning 

Ushers:  

Head Usher: Gail Miller 

Ushers: Sharon Ambrose, Curt Dell, 
Greg Elliott, and Bruce Grinder 
 
Information Desk: Jamie Bauman 
 
Liturgist: Becky Thomas 
 

Sound/Projection/Camera: Cyril 
Chu Fubin Kumachang, Chuck 
Curley, and Steve Van Hook 
 
Greeters: Fraser Street: Julie 
Palmer 
Parking Lot: Mary Hartzell 
 
Music: Chancel Choir 
 
Coffee Hour:  Owen Perry, Reed 
Miller, and PSF students

 
The sanctuary flowers are in memory of Lola and David Gifford, given by their 
family.  
 
Smile! You’re (Maybe) On Camera! Just a friendly heads-up that we are 
livestreaming/recording our service today; thus, you may end up on our YouTube 
video. We are so glad you are here to worship with us! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In response to God’s unconditional love and Jesus’ example of hospitality, State 
College Presbyterian Church is called to be a welcoming community.  We affirm 
all people equally, regardless of, for example, race, ethnicity, citizenship status, 
age, sex/gender identity, sexual orientation, capability, religious background, or 

circumstance of life.  We are committed to removing barriers that separate us.  As 
we gather in worship, fellowship, and service, all are welcome. 



Order of Worship  
                                                    *The Congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit.  

Prelude “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” arr. Marilynn Ham  
   
Tolling of the Bell  Kendle, Thea, and Jameson Cline 
  
Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Scott Hoffman 
 
Minute for Mission – Watershed Cleanup Cricket Hunter  
 
*Passing of the Peace (L: Leader; P: People)  
 L: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 P: And also with you. 
 
*Call to Worship  Deannine Shipman 
 L: Peace be with you. 
 P: How good and pleasant it is when we live together in unity. 
 L: Receive the Holy Spirit. 
 P: It is like precious oil on the head, the blessing of the Lord. 
 L: Let us worship God! 
 
*Hymn “This Joyful Eastertide” No. 244  
 
*Call to Confession   
 
*Silent Confession 
 
*Corporate Confession  

You have shown yourself to us, O God, by Word and Spirit, with 
signs and wonders, in flesh and blood, yet we still struggle to live 
and believe the good news of Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us; forgive 
us. Enter into our lives and cast out our fear so that we may come to 
trust in you and have life in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

*Assurance of Pardon 
 L: Friends, this is the Good News of the Gospel: 
 P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 
 



*Response to Assurance  
  “Come into God’s Presence” Hymn No. 413 
   Stanzas 3–4 

 
Prayer for Inspiration  Becky Thomas 
   

 
First Scripture Reading                            Hebrews 11:1–3; 12:1–2 
   Page 977 in the Pew Bible 
 

Anthem “Find Us Faithful” Jon Mohr 

  Chancel Choir arr. Jack Schrader 

 
Children’s Time    

Parents and Guardians, please take note that during the children's message, children may be photographed or video 
recorded due to our live stream. The video/images may be used without compensation by the church for promotional 
purposes in digital or print media.  If you do not wish for your child to be in the live stream, the front pew/row of chairs 
is not in the live shot. 

 

Song after Children’s Time “Child of God” Folk Song 

 If anybody asks you who I am, who I am, who I am, 
 If anybody asks you who I am, tell them I’m a child of God.    
 

Second Scripture Reading  John 20:19–31 
   Page 883 in the Pew Bible 
 
Sermon Lessons from and for the Doubter Rev. Scott Hoffman  
 
*Hymn “A Grateful Heart” No. 652 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Affirmation of Faith Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he 
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended 
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness 
of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

 
Call to Offering   

There are numerous ways to give to the work of SCPC. Offering plates will be passed through the pews during the offertory 
for checks or cash to be left today. To give online, please scan the QR code on the card in the pew rack or inside the front 
cover of the pew pad.  You may also mail a check to the church office. If you give online or via the mail, you are invited to 
place one of the cards from the pew rack in the plate as it is passed. 

 Thank you for your support! 
 

Offertory “How Great Thou Art” Swedish Folk Melody  
  

*Doxology  Hymn No. 609 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
 Praise God, all creatures high and low. 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Praise God, in Jesus fully known:  
 Creator, Word and Spirit one. 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 
*Prayer of Dedication  
 



Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom      
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
*Hymn “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” No. 610  
 
*Charge & Benediction  
 
Postlude Postlude on “Azmon” Richard A. Williamson  

 
Announcements and Upcoming Events 

 

Infant and Child Care is available for children up to age 3 in Room 101.  

Children Worship & Song Children ages 3 through 2nd grade are invited to 
Children, Worship & Song in Room 11 following the Children’s Message. 
The program uses the Godly Play method with biblical stories, figures, and a 
desert box; alternate weeks include creative movement and music. At 10:30 am, 
Pathways teachers will escort children to Exploration Hour. 

 

 



 
 

 
First-Time Visitor! 

Is this your first time visiting SCPC? We’re so glad you’re here! 
After worship today, please stop by one of the doors to meet a 
church member— and get “mugged” with an SCPC mug filled 
with goodies.  If you’d like more information about our church, 
feel free to reach out to us at officescpc@gmail.com or complete 
our Welcome Card located in the pew or online by scanning the QR Code. 
 

 
 

Come Ring the Bell! 
To sign up your child or youth to ring the bell, please use 
the QR Code to sign up. A reminder will be sent the day 
before your scheduled date. 
 
On the Sunday your child or youth is 
scheduled to ring the bell, families 
should meet Todd, our Building 
Manager, on the balcony near the 
Tower Room at 9:20 am.  
 

mailto:officescpc@gmail.com


 
 

 
Congrats to our grads! 

If you or someone you love is graduating this Spring with a bachelor's or other 
advanced degree, we would love to recognize them on Sunday, May 3. Please 
submit their name, school, degree, and a photo to Laura in the church office 
(officescpc@gmail.com) by April 26. 

 
 

Deacons’ Bingo Event 
The SCPC Deacons are hosting 
the third annual social Bingo 
event for all ages on Sunday, 
April 19, from 6:30 - 8:00 pm in 
the Social Hall. The free 
fellowship event will feature 
snacks and drinks, along with 
games of Bingo for small prizes. 
Come to have fun, bring your 
whole family, and invite a friend 



 
 

 
 

Thinking of You Cards 
Is there someone you haven’t seen in the pews lately? Or someone in our church 
family who may be facing health challenges and unable to join us for worship?  
A simple note can go a long way, and we now have postcards on the 
table by the stairs that go down to the Social Hall and upstairs, the 

table by the Fraser Street door, and in the 
Social Hall during Coffee Hour.  
We know they would be encouraged to hear that 
they are being thought of and prayed for. Take a 
moment to fill out a postcard—just include their 
name and address if you see it— and place it in the 
basket. We’ll take care of mailing it.  
Let’s help our siblings in Christ feel loved, 
remembered, and supported.  



SCPC Communications Survey 
As part of our strategic planning process, the church is assessing 
the effectiveness of our communication tools. Your input is very 
important to this process, so we ask that you complete 
this brief survey to give us some insight into how our 
communication methods are serving the congregation. 
 
Please complete this survey no later than Friday, April 24. Thank you for your 
feedback! 

 
Letters of Prayer 

We invite you to help us share care and 
encouragement with our church family. Each week 
during Coffee Hour after worship, letters will be 
available in the Social Hall for you to sign and send to 
those we had prayed for during the Joys and 
Concerns. 
 
Please take a moment to stop by on your way to 

Exploration Hour offerings and add your name. It’s a simple gesture that reminds 
our siblings in faith that they are held in our thoughts and prayers—and that they 
are not alone. 

 
 

 
 

Volunteer Accelerator 
On Sunday, April 19, we will launch the 
Volunteer Accelerator survey during 
worship. This short survey will help match 
your interests and gifts with meaningful 
volunteer opportunities in the life of our 
church. 
 
Watch for more details in next week’s 
Weekly Update. 

 



Staff & Leadership 
Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation! 

Senior Pastor: The Rev. Scott Hoffman 
Director of Education and Program: Deannine Shipman 

Director of Music Ministry: Heike Burghart Rice 
Financial Administrator: Michelle Fortin 

Building Manager: Todd Hockenberry 
Assistant Custodian: Chelsea Hockenberry 

Church Secretary: Laura Green 
Mission Associate: Cricket Hunter 

Stay and Play Preschool Director: Laura Seeley 
Stay and Play Assistant Director: Dianna Danko 

Interim Chrysalis Coordinator: Laura Essinger-Hileman 
Kitchen Coordinators: Mike and Amy Gordon 

 
 
 

For more information about the church and our programs, please 
visit our website at scpresby.org. 

 
If you are an online attendee, we hope you will "sign the pew pad" 
virtually by texting "check in" during the welcome and announcement 
time so we know you're watching! The phone number is 833-234-
1326.    

To give via our Online Giving site, scan the QR Code. 
 
 

 
 

State College Presbyterian Church 
132 W. Beaver Avenue 

State College, PA 16801 
814-238-2422 

www.scpresby.org 
officescpc@gmail



Calendar

Sun 12 
AM   9:00 Childcare, Rm 101 
 9:00 Coffee Hour, Social Hall 
 9:30 Worship, Sanctuary 
 10:30 Exploration Hour 
 11:30 Deacons’ Meeting, Martin 

Rm 
PM 12:00 Explore, Fireside Rm 
 2:45 Juniper Block Party, Juniper 

Village 
 
Mon 13 
PM 12:30 Stay and Play Staff Meeting, 

Social Hall 
 5:00 Scouts’ Spaghetti Dinner, 

Kitchen and Social Hall 
 7:00 Men’s Bible Study, Fireside 

Rm 
 7:00 Virtual Centering Prayer, 

Zoom 
 7:00 Welcome Statement Meeting, 

Martin Rm 
 
Tues 14 

   AM 10:00 Staff Meeting 
PM 12:00 Congregational Prayer 

Meeting, Zoom 
 7:30 Handbell Choir, Choir Rm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wed 15 
PM 12:00 Wednesday in the Word, 

Zoom/Fireside Rm 
 6:00 FISH 
 6:30 SJMT Meeting, Rm 10/Zoom 
 7:00 Generosity Committee 

Meeting, Martin Rm 
    
Thurs 16 
PM 5:30 PSF, Fireside Rm and 

CAYAM Corner 
 6:30 Men’s Covenant Group, 

Martin Rm 
 7:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 7:30 APNC Meeting, Rm 10 
 
Fri 17 
PresbyPost Deadline (May, June, 

and July Edition) 
 
Sat 18 
AM 8:00 Watershed Cleanup Day 
  
Sun 19 
The Volunteer Accelerator is Live 
AM 9:00 Childcare, Rm 101 
 9:30 Worship, Sanctuary 
 10:00 Children, Worship & Song, 

Rm 11 
 10:30 Exploration Hour 
 10:30 Bucket Packing, 

Westminster Hall 
 11:30 Session Meeting, Martin Rm 
PM 1:00 YoPro Game Day, Fireside 

Rm 
 6:30 Deacons’ Bingo, Social Hall

 



Sunday, April 12, 2026 
 
Hebrews 11:1–3; 12:1–2 
 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith our 
ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of 
God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight 
and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 
looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 
 
 
John 20:19–31 
 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where the 

disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 

After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 

the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 

When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 

the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the 

other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the 

nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 

believe.” 

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 

were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, 

“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. But 

these are written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 

that through believing you may have life in his name. 
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