
 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Worship 

April 19, 2026 

9:30 am 
 
 
 

Welcome! State College Presbyterian Church is a warm, diverse, 

dynamic faith community with people of all ages and generations 

coming together to learn, serve, and worship.



Serving this Morning 

Ushers:  

Head Usher: Gail Miller 

Ushers: Sharon Ambrose, Curt Dell, 
Greg Elliott, and Bruce Grinder 
 
Information Desk: Anne Layng 
 
Liturgist: Ann Wheeler 
 

Sound/Projection/Camera: 
Jerry Sawyer and Scott Thompson 
 
Greeters: Fraser Street: Julie 
Palmer and Wanda Duncan 
Parking Lot: Karen and Bob Johnson 
 
Music: Chancel Choir 
 
Coffee Hour: Reed Miller, Annie 
and Nick Moose 

 
The flowers are given to the glory of God, and in loving memory of Sam Stafford 
for his 14th birthday, with love from Leslie, Chad, Jakob & Gracie. 
 
The pink rose on the table in the front of the sanctuary is celebrating the birth of 
Genevieve Trinity Zabik, who arrived on Wednesday, April 14. She is the 
daughter of Duncan and Sandra and the baby sister of Greyson and Freddie. 
 
Smile! You’re (Maybe) On Camera! Just a friendly heads-up that we are 
livestreaming/recording our service today; thus, you may end up on our YouTube 
video. We are so glad you are here to worship with us! 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
In response to God’s unconditional love and Jesus’ example of hospitality, State 
College Presbyterian Church is called to be a welcoming community.  We affirm 
all people equally, regardless of, for example, race, ethnicity, citizenship status, 
age, sex/gender identity, sexual orientation, capability, religious background, or 

circumstance of life.  We are committed to removing barriers that separate us.  As 
we gather in worship, fellowship, and service, all are welcome. 



Order of Worship  
                                                    *The Congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit.  

Prelude “Shine on Us” Michael W. Smith and  
   Deborah D. Smith  
   
Tolling of the Bell  Ellabelle Quay 
  
Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Scott Hoffman 
 
*Passing of the Peace (L: Leader; P: People)  
 L: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 P: And also with you. 
 
*Call to Worship   
 L: Followers of Jesus, by his cross we are redeemed from the futility of sin.  
 P: Alleluia! 
 L: By his rising we are free from the fear of death. 
 P: Alleluia! 
 L: By his love we are made new in the living and enduring Word of God. 
 P: Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 
 L: Let us worship God! 
 
*Hymn “Shine, Jesus, Shine” No. 192 
  
*Call to Confession   
 
*Silent Confession 
 
*Corporate Confession  

Good and gracious God, we are creatures of dust, ignorant of your 
revelation, misunderstanding your life, death, and resurrection 
among us, needing forgiveness. We repent of our failure to give as 
you have given to us. We beg your mercy for our fallen world. We 
seek your Word, that we may live with the faith of Jesus. Be our 
solace in this life and always. We ask this as your own children, holy 
and incomplete. Forgive us and lead us. Amen. 
 

 
 



*Assurance of Pardon 
 L: Friends, this is the Good News of the Gospel: 
 P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 
 
*Response to Assurance  Hymn No. 413 
   stanzas 3–4 
 Praise the Lord together singing “Worthy the Lamb,  

worthy the Lamb, worthy the Lamb.” 
 Praise the Lord together singing “Glory to God,  

glory to God, glory to God.” 
  
Prayer for Inspiration  Ann Wheeler 
  

First Scripture Reading                            Psalm 4 
   Page 425 in the Pew Bible 
 
Children’s Time    

Parents and Guardians, please take note that during the children's message, children may be photographed or video 
recorded due to our live stream. The video/images may be used without compensation by the church for promotional 
purposes in digital or print media.  If you do not wish for your child to be in the live stream, the front pew/row of chairs 
is not in the live shot. 

 

Song after Children’s Time “Child of God” Folk Song 

 If anybody asks you who I am, who I am, who I am, 
 If anybody asks you who I am, tell them I’m a child of God.    
 

Second Scripture Reading  Luke 24:36b–48 
   Page 861 in the Pew Bible 
 
Sermon The Power of Presence Rev. Scott Hoffman  
 
Hymn “Will You Come and Follow Me” No. 726 
  Verses 1-4 Choir Only, Verse 5 Congregation arr. by Tom Trenney  

  *The Congregation to remain seated  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Affirmation of Faith 
  from Brief Statement of Faith 

In life and in death we belong to God. 
 Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
 we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
 whom alone we worship and serve. 
We trust in Jesus Christ, 
 Fully human, fully God. 
 Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
 preaching good news to the poor 
 and release to the captives, 
 teaching by word and deed 
 and blessing the children, 
 healing the sick 
 and binding up the brokenhearted, 
 eating with outcasts, 
 forgiving sinners, 
 and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
 Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 
 Jesus was crucified, 
 suffering the depths of human pain 
 and giving his life for the sins of the world. 
 God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
 vindicating his sinless life, 
 breaking the power of sin and evil, 
 delivering us from death to life eternal. 
With believers in every time and place, 
 we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
 can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Volunteer Accelerator Introduction 
 
Call to Offering   

There are numerous ways to give to the work of SCPC. Offering plates will be passed through the pews during the offertory 
for checks or cash to be left today. To give online, please scan the QR code on the card in the pew rack or inside the front 
cover of the pew pad.  You may also mail a check to the church office. If you give online or via the mail, you are invited to 
place one of the cards from the pew rack in the plate as it is passed. 

 Thank you for your support! 



Offertory “How Fair and how Pleasant art Thou” Marcel Dupré  

  

*Doxology  Hymn No. 609 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
 Praise God, all creatures high and low. 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Praise God, in Jesus fully known:  
 Creator, Word and Spirit one. 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 
*Prayer of Dedication  
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom      
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
*Hymn “The Lord Now Sends Us Forth” No. 747  
 
*Charge & Benediction  
 
Postlude “Grand Chœur” Théodore Salomé  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Announcements and Upcoming Events 
 

Infant and Child Care is available for children up to age 3 in Room 101.  

Children Worship & Song Children ages 3 through 2nd grade are invited to 
Children, Worship & Song in Room 11 following the Children’s Message. 
The program uses the Godly Play method with biblical stories, figures, and a 
desert box; alternate weeks include creative movement and music. At 10:30 am, 
Pathways teachers will escort children to Exploration Hour. 

 

 
 
 

 
First-Time Visitor! 

Is this your first time visiting SCPC? We’re so glad you’re here! After worship 
today, please stop by one of the doors to meet a church 
member— and get “mugged” with an SCPC mug filled with 
goodies.  If you’d like more information about our church, feel 
free to reach out to us at officescpc@gmail.com or complete our 
Welcome Card located in the pew or online by scanning the QR 
Code. 
 

 
 

mailto:officescpc@gmail.com


Come Ring the Bell! 
To sign up your child or youth to ring the bell, please use 
the QR Code to sign up. A reminder will be sent the day 
before your scheduled date. 
 
On the Sunday your child or youth is 
scheduled to ring the bell, families 
should meet Todd, our Building 
Manager, on the balcony near the 
Tower Room at 9:20 am.  
 

 
Congrats to our grads! 

If you or someone you love is graduating this Spring with a bachelor's or other 
advanced degree, we would love to recognize them on Sunday, May 3. Please 
submit their name, school, degree, and a photo to Laura in the church office 
(officescpc@gmail.com) by April 26. 

 
 

Deacons’ Bingo Event 
The SCPC Deacons are hosting the 
third annual social Bingo event for all 
ages on today, from 6:30 - 8:00 pm in 
the Social Hall. The free fellowship 
event will feature snacks and drinks, 
along with games of Bingo for small 
prizes. Come to have fun, bring your 
whole family, and invite a friend 

 
 
 



 
 

Thinking of You Cards 
Is there someone you haven’t seen in the pews 
lately? Or someone in our church family who may 
be facing health challenges and unable to join us for 
worship?  
A simple note can go a long way, and we now 
have postcards on the table by the stairs that 
go down to the Social Hall and upstairs, the 
table by the Fraser Street door, and in the 
Social Hall during Coffee Hour.  

We know they would be encouraged to hear that they are being thought of and 
prayed for. Take a moment to fill out a postcard—just include their name and 
address if you see it— and place it in the basket. We’ll take care of mailing it.  
Let’s help our siblings in Christ feel loved, remembered, and supported.  

 
 

SCPC Communications Survey 
As part of our strategic planning process, the church is assessing the effectiveness 
of our communication tools. Your input is very important to this process, 
so we ask that you complete this brief survey to give 
us some insight into how our communication 
methods are serving the congregation. 
 
Please complete this survey no later than Friday, April 24. 
Thank you for your feedback! 



Letters of Prayer 
We invite you to help us share care and encouragement 
with our church family. Each week during Coffee Hour 
after worship, letters will be available in the Social Hall 
for you to sign and send to those we had prayed for 
during the Joys and Concerns. 
 
Please take a moment to stop by on your way to 
Exploration Hour offerings and add your name. It’s a 
simple gesture that reminds our siblings in faith that 

they are held in our thoughts and prayers—and that they are not alone. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 



Staff & Leadership 
Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation! 

Senior Pastor: The Rev. Scott Hoffman 
Director of Education and Program: Deannine Shipman 

Director of Music Ministry: Heike Burghart Rice 
Financial Administrator: Michelle Fortin 

Building Manager: Todd Hockenberry 
Assistant Custodian: Chelsea Hockenberry 

Church Secretary: Laura Green 
Mission Associate: Cricket Hunter 

Stay and Play Preschool Director: Laura Seeley 
Stay and Play Assistant Director: Dianna Danko 

Interim Chrysalis Coordinator: Laura Essinger-Hileman 
Kitchen Coordinators: Mike and Amy Gordon 

 
 
 

For more information about the church and our programs, please 
visit our website at scpresby.org. 

 
If you are an online attendee, we hope you will "sign the pew pad" 
virtually by texting "check in" during the welcome and announcement 
time so we know you're watching! The phone number is 833-234-
1326.    

To give via our Online Giving site, scan the QR Code. 
 
 

 
 

State College Presbyterian Church 
132 W. Beaver Avenue 

State College, PA 16801 
814-238-2422 

www.scpresby.org 
officescpc@gmail.com



Calendar
Sun 19 
The Volunteer Accelerator Is 
Live 
AM   9:00 Childcare, Rm 101 
 9:00 Coffee Hour, Social Hall 
 9:30 Worship, Sanctuary 
 10:30 Exploration Hour 
 11:30 Session Meeting, Martin 

Rm 
PM 1:00 YoPro Games, Fireside Rm 
 6:30 Deacons’ Bingo, Social 

Hall 
 
Mon 20 
PM 6:00 Scouts’ Den Meeting, 

Social Hall 
 6:00 Scouts’ Troop Meeting, 

Westminster Hall 
 7:00 CAYAM Meeting, CAYAM 

Corner 
 7:00 Virtual Centering Prayer, 

Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tues 21 
Stay and Play Auction and Art 
Show – Rm 10 & 11 from 4/21-
4/27 

   AM 8:00 Building and Property 
Committee Meeting, Social 
Hall 

 9:00 SMART Work Day 
 10:00 Staff Meeting 

PM 12:00 Congregational Prayer 
Meeting, Zoom 

 7:30 Handbell Choir, Sanctuary 
 
 
Wed 22 
PM 12:00 Wednesday in the Word, 

Zoom/Fireside Rm 
 6:00 FISH 
     
Thurs 23 
PM 5:30 PSF, Fireside Rm and 

CAYAM Corner 
 7:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sun 26 
AM 9:00 Childcare, Rm 101 
 9:30 Worship, Sanctuary 
 10:00 Children, Worship & 

Song, Rm 11 
 10:30 Exploration Hour 
PM 1:00 Youth Ministry Advisory 

Committee Meeting, Zoom 
 7:00 New Member Open House, 

Pastor Scott’s House
 



Sunday, April 19, 2026 
 
Psalm 4 
Answer me when I call, O God of my right! 
    You gave me room when I was in distress. 
    Be gracious to me, and hear my prayer. 
 
How long, you people, shall my honor suffer shame? 
    How long will you love vain words and seek after lies? Selah 
But know that the Lord has set apart the faithful for himself; 
    the Lord hears when I call to him. 
 
When you are disturbed,[a] do not sin; 
    ponder it on your beds, and be silent. Selah 
Offer right sacrifices, 
    and put your trust in the Lord. 
 
There are many who say, “O that we might see some good! 
    Let the light of your face shine on us, O Lord!” 
You have put gladness in my heart 
    more than when their grain and wine abound. 
 
I will both lie down and sleep in peace, 
    for you alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety. 
 
Luke 24:36b–48 
While they were talking about this, Jesus[a] himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be 

with you.”[b] They were startled and terrified and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to 

them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my 

feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see, for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that 

I have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet.[c] Yet for all their joy they 

were still disbelieving and wondering, and he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They 

gave him a piece of broiled fish,[d] and he took it and ate in their presence. 

 

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 

everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 

Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, 

that the Messiah[e] is[f] to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day and that repentance and 

forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are 

witnesses[g] of these things. 
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