
 

 

 

 

 

Creation Care Sunday 

April 26, 2026 

9:30 am 
 

Welcome! State College Presbyterian Church is a warm, diverse, 

dynamic faith community with people of all ages and generations 

coming together to learn, serve, and worship.



Serving this Morning 

Ushers:  

Head Usher: Gail Miller 

Ushers: Sharon Ambrose, Curt Dell, 
Greg Elliott, and Bruce Grinder 
 
Information Desk: Rob Leicht 
 
Liturgists: Cam Richardson and 
Marti Sawyer 
 
Sound/Projection/Camera: 
Benton Bickerton, Scott Thompson, 
and Jerry Sawyer 

 
Greeters: Fraser Street: Beth 
Farmer 
Parking Lot: Mary Ann and Scott 
Sessler 
 
Music: Chancel Choir and Handbell 
Choir 
 
Coffee Hour: Laura Robinson, and 
Annie and Nick Moose 

 
The flowers are given by Ken and Sharon Manno for World peace someday. May 
it be so.  
 
Smile! You’re (Maybe) On Camera! Just a friendly heads-up that we are 
livestreaming/recording our service today; thus, you may end up on our YouTube 
video. We are so glad you are here to worship with us! 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
In response to God’s unconditional love and Jesus’ example of hospitality, State 
College Presbyterian Church is called to be a welcoming community.  We affirm 
all people equally, regardless of, for example, race, ethnicity, citizenship status, 
age, sex/gender identity, sexual orientation, capability, religious background, or 

circumstance of life.  We are committed to removing barriers that separate us.  As 
we gather in worship, fellowship, and service, all are welcome. 



Order of Worship  
                                                    *The Congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit.  

Prelude “Brilliant Light” Brian Childers 

  Handbell Choir  
   
Tolling of the Bell  Annie Maser 
  
Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Scott Hoffman 
 
*Passing of the Peace (L: Leader; P: People)  
 L: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 P: And also with you. 
 
*Call to Worship  Deannine Shipman  
 L: The heavens declare the glory of God.  
 P: The firmament proclaims God’s handiwork.  
 L: The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world and those who live in it.  
 P: Come, let us worship God! 
 
*Hymn “Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty” No. 35  
 
*Call to Confession   
 
*Silent Confession 
 
*Corporate Confession  

Giver of life, in the midst of a plundered earth we groan with 
creation: Have mercy on us. Giver of life, in the midst of poisoned 
water we groan with creation: Have mercy on us. Giver of life, in the 
midst of polluted air we groan with creation: Have mercy on us. 
Giver of life, in the midst of mountains of waste we groan with 
creation: Have mercy on us. Giver of life, forgive us and make us 
agents of healing for the good for your creation, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord we pray. Amen 

 
*Assurance of Pardon 
 L: Friends, this is the Good News of the Gospel: 
 P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 



*Response to Assurance  Hymn No. 413 
   stanzas 3–4 
 Praise the Lord together singing “Worthy the Lamb,  

worthy the Lamb, worthy the Lamb.” 
 Praise the Lord together singing “Glory to God,  

glory to God, glory to God.” 
  
Prayer for Inspiration  Cam Richardson 
  

First Scripture Reading                            Isaiah 42:1–9 
   Page 584 in the Pew Bible 
 
Anthem “For the Beauty of the Earth” John Rutter 

  Chancel Choir 
 
Children’s Time    

Parents and Guardians, please take note that during the children's message, children may be photographed or video 
recorded due to our live stream. The video/images may be used without compensation by the church for promotional 
purposes in digital or print media.  If you do not wish for your child to be in the live stream, the front pew/row of chairs 
is not in the live shot. 

 

Song after Children’s Time “Child of God” Folk Song 

 If anybody asks you who I am, who I am, who I am, 
 If anybody asks you who I am, tell them I’m a child of God.    
 

Second Scripture Reading  Marti Sawyer 
   Romans 8:18–28 
   Page 919 in the Pew Bible 
 
Sermon Creation Groans Rev. Scott Hoffman  
 
Hymn “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” No. 435 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Affirmation of Faith 
We believe in a creating God who delights in the Earth and calls it 
good. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit who moves through creation like a 
mighty rushing wind. 
We believe in Jesus of Nazareth who calmed the seas and told 
stories of mustard seeds, birds, and valleys. 
We believe that humanity is undeniably intertwined with creation, 
and that creation is undeniably intertwined with God. 

 Therefore, we believe our faith calls us to care for creation: 
 to plant flowers, 
 to speak tenderly to animals, 
 to thank the Earth for her bounty, 
 to clean the streams, 
 to protect the forests, 
 and to live like we are standing on holy ground, because we are. 
 Amen. 
—by Rev. Sarah Speed  
 
Call to Offering   

There are numerous ways to give to the work of SCPC. Offering plates will be passed through the pews during the offertory 
for checks or cash to be left today. To give online, please scan the QR code on the card in the pew rack or inside the front 
cover of the pew pad.  You may also mail a check to the church office. If you give online or via the mail, you are invited to 
place one of the cards from the pew rack in the plate as it is passed. 

 Thank you for your support! 

 
Offertory “All Creatures of Our God and King” Sandra Eithun 

  Handbell Choir 
  

*Doxology  Hymn No. 609 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
 Praise God, all creatures high and low. 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Praise God, in Jesus fully known:  
 Creator, Word and Spirit one. 
 Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  
 
*Prayer of Dedication  
 

Sharing of Joys and Concerns 



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom      
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
*Hymn “We Will Go Out with Joy” No. 539 
 
*Charge & Benediction  
 
Postlude “Divertissement” Louis Vierne 
 

 
Announcements and Upcoming Events 

 

Infant and Child Care is available for children up to age 3 in Room 101.  

Children Worship & Song Children ages 3 through 2nd grade are invited to 
Children, Worship & Song in Room 11 following the Children’s Message. 
The program uses the Godly Play method with biblical stories, figures, and a 
desert box; alternate weeks include creative movement and music. At 10:30 am, 
Pathways teachers will escort children to Exploration Hour. 

 

 



Strategic Implementation Team Adult Ed Today 
Members of the Strategic Implementation Team will be present to provide the 
following: 
 

• Background and establishment of the team 

• A look back at the work that’s been done so far 

• A preview of the work ahead 
 
Please join the team to hear more about their work, on behalf of everyone at State 
College Presbyterian Church, and answer any questions you may have. 

 
First-Time Visitor! 

Is this your first time visiting SCPC? We’re so glad you’re here! After worship 
today, please stop by one of the doors to meet a church 
member— and get “mugged” with an SCPC mug filled with 
goodies.  If you’d like more information about our church, feel 
free to reach out to us at officescpc@gmail.com or complete our 
Welcome Card located in the pew or online by scanning the QR 
Code. 

 
Come Ring the Bell! 

To sign up your child or youth to ring the bell, please use the QR Code to sign up. 
A reminder will be sent the day before your scheduled date. 
 
On the Sunday your child or youth is scheduled to ring the bell, 
families should meet Todd, our Building Manager, on the balcony 
near the Tower Room at 9:20 am.  
 

Congrats to our grads! 
If you or someone you love is graduating this Spring with a bachelor's or other 
advanced degree, we would love to recognize them on Sunday, May 3. Please 
submit their name, school, degree, and a photo to Laura in the church office 
(officescpc@gmail.com) by today! 

 
 
 

mailto:officescpc@gmail.com


 
 

 
Stay and Play Silent Auction TODAY 

Stay and Play has been holding their annual Silent Auction/Raffle this past week. 
The auction will be open today after the worship service in room 10. Please stop 
by and help Stay and Play raise funds for their classroom supplies, field trips, and 
end-of-the-year celebration.  

 
 

 



 
 
 

Volunteer Accelerator Survey 
If you missed worship last, don’t worry—you still have the opportunity to 
complete the Volunteer Accelerator Survey! 
This short survey is designed to help connect your interests, gifts, and availability 
with meaningful volunteer opportunities at State College Presbyterian Church. 
Whether you’ve been part of SCPC for years or are just beginning 
to get involved, we invite you to take a few minutes to participate. 
Together, we can continue to care for one another and 
enrich our community through service. 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 
National Day of Prayer 

May 7 has been designated as the National Day of Prayer for 2026. Join us that 
evening at 6:00 in the sanctuary for a simple prayer service as we join 
our voices, minds, and hearts in prayer for our nation, our world, our loved ones, 
and our neighbors. 
“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thess. 5:16-18 

 



Staff & Leadership 
Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation! 

Senior Pastor: The Rev. Scott Hoffman 
Director of Education and Program: Deannine Shipman 

Director of Music Ministry: Heike Burghart Rice 
Financial Administrator: Michelle Fortin 

Building Manager: Todd Hockenberry 
Assistant Custodian: Chelsea Hockenberry 

Church Secretary: Laura Green 
Mission Associate: Cricket Hunter 

Stay and Play Preschool Director: Laura Seeley 
Stay and Play Assistant Director: Dianna Danko 

Interim Chrysalis Coordinator: Laura Essinger-Hileman 
Kitchen Coordinators: Mike and Amy Gordon 

 
 
 

For more information about the church and our programs, please 
visit our website at scpresby.org. 

 
If you are an online attendee, we hope you will "sign the pew pad" 
virtually by texting "check in" during the welcome and announcement 
time so we know you're watching! The phone number is 833-234-
1326.    

To give via our Online Giving site, scan the QR Code. 
 
 

 
 

State College Presbyterian Church 
132 W. Beaver Avenue 

State College, PA 16801 
814-238-2422 

www.scpresby.org 
officescpc@gmail.com



Calendar
 
Sun 26 
AM   9:00 Childcare, Rm 101 
 9:00 Coffee Hour, Social Hall 
 9:30 Worship, Sanctuary 
 10:30 Exploration Hour 
 10:30 Stay and Play Auction, 

Rm 10 
PM 1:00 Youth Ministry Advisory 

Committee Meeting, 
Zoom 

 7:00 New Member Open House, 
Pastor Scott’s House 

 
Mon 27 
PM 6:00 Scouts’ Den Meeting, Rm 

10 & 11 
 7:00 Men’s Bible Study, 

Fireside Rm 
 7:00 Virtual Centering Prayer, 

Zoom 
 
Tues 28 

   AM 10:00 Staff Meeting 
PM 12:00 Congregational Prayer 

Meeting, Zoom 
  
Wed 29 
PM 12:00 Wednesday in the Word, 

Zoom/Fireside Rm 
 6:00 FISH 
     
Thurs 30 
PM 5:30 PSF, Fireside Rm and 

CAYAM Corner 
 7:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 
 

 
Sat 2 
AM 9:30 Deacon “Freezer Meal” 

Prep, Kitchen 
 
Sun 3 
Communion Sunday 
College Graduate Recognition 
AM 9:00 Childcare, Rm 101 
 9:30 Worship, Sanctuary 
 10:00 Children, Worship & 

Song, Rm 11 
 10:30 Exploration Hour 
 11:30 Deacon’s Meeting, Martin 

Rm 
PM 12:00 PSF Study Space, Fireside 

Rm & CAYAM Corner 



Sunday, April 26, 2026 
 
Isaiah 42:1–9 
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
    my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; 
    he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
He will not cry out or lift up his voice 
    or make it heard in the street; 
a bruised reed he will not break, 
    and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
    he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be crushed 
    until he has established justice in the earth, 
    and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
Thus says God, the Lord, 
    who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
    who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon it 
    and spirit to those who walk in it: 
I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; 
    I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to the people,[a] 
    a light to the nations, 
    to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
    from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
I am the Lord; that is my name; 
    my glory I give to no other, 
    nor my praise to idols. 
See, the former things have come to pass, 
    and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, 
    I tell you of them. 
 
Romans 8:18–28 

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be 

revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God, for 

the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 

hope that the creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom 

of the glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it 

suffers together the pains of labor, and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 

fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in[a] 

hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? But 

if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.Likewise the Spirit helps us in our 

weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes[b] with 

groanings too deep for words. And God,[c] who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 

because the Spirit[d] intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.We know that all things 

work together[e] for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 
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