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Welcome to Worship
January 18, 2026
9:30 am

Welcome! State College Presbyterian Church is a warm, diverse,

dynamic faith community with people of all ages and generations
coming together to learn, serve, and worship together



Serving this Morning

Ushers:

Head Usher: Curt Dell Greeters:

Ushers: Marti Sawyer, Mary Ann Parking Lot: John and Carol Graham
Sesler, Katie Stone, and Steve Van Fraser Street: Scott Sesler

Hook

Music: Chancel Choir, Scott

Information Desk: Rob Huffard Hoffman, Paul Mortimore, drum &
Zack Maser, bass
Liturgist: Cheryl Price
Coffee Hour: Jamey Perry and
Sound/Projection/Camera: Greg Reed Miller
Giles and Chuck Curley

The sanctuary flowers are given in memory of Miriam Eli Roe by Liane Roe, and
with gratitude to this faith community for care and support of those who are
gender-non-conforming.

Smile! You’re (Maybe) On Camera! Just a friendly heads-up that we are

livestreaming/recording our service today; thus, you may end up on our YouTube
video. We are so glad you are here to worship with us!
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In response to God’s unconditional love and Jesus’ example of hospitality, State
College Presbyterian Church is called to be a welcoming community. We affirm
all people equally, regardless of, for example, race, ethnicity, age, gender identity,
sexual orientation, capability, religious background, or circumstance of life. We
are committed to removing barriers that separate us. As we gather in worship,
fellowship, and service, all are welcome



Order of Worship

*The Congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit.

Prelude “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” arr. Marilyn Ham
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Scott Hoffman

*Passing of the Peace (L: Leader; P: People)
L: The peace of Christ be with you.
P: And also with you.

*Call to Worship
L: Sing a new song,
P: a song of thanks and praise,
L: for God has done wondrous deeds,
P: and is great beyond compare!
L: Let us worship God!

*Hymn “In Christ There Is No East or West” No. 318
*Call to Confession Deannine Shipman
*Silent Confession

*Corporate Confession
Mothering God, we have chased after foolish things, and spent our
strength on vanity; our labor has been in vain. Deliver us from
arrogance and forgive our self-concern, that we may find our reward
with you, as servants of your dream. Through Jesus Christ we pray.
Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon
L: Friends, this is the Good News of the Gospel:
P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!



*Response to Assurance
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As it was in the be-gin-ning, is now and ev-er shallbe. A - men.

© 2008 Paul M. Vasile
Prayer for Inspiration Cheryl Price

First Scripture Reading Isaiah 49:1—7
Page 592 in the pew Bible

Anthem “Shed a Little Light”  James Taylor, arr. Greg Jasperse
Chancel Choir, Rev. Scott Hoffman, Paul Mortimore, drums,
and Zack Maser, bass

Children’s Time

Parents and Guardians, please take note that during the children's message, children may be photographed or video
recorded due to our live stream. The video/images may be used without compensation by the church for promotional
purposes in digital or print media. If you do not wish for your child to be in the live stream, the front pew/row of chairs
is not in the live shot.



Song after Children’s Time

This lit — tle light of mine I'm gon - na let it shine;
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Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

My.Hymnary #300 - This Little Light of Mine
Text: African-American spiritual
Tune: African-American spiritual; harm. by Horace Clarence Boyer

Second Scripture Reading Acts 1:1-8
Page 884 in the pew Bible
L: This is the Word of the Lord, and let all the people say—
P: Thanks be to God.
Sermon Too Light A Thing Rev. Scott Hoffman

*Hymn “There Is a Balm in Gilead” No. 792



*Affirmation of Faith

Excerpted and Adapted from the French Confession of 1559
We believe and confess only one God, who can do all things, is all-
wise, all-good, all-just, and all-merciful.
We believe that everything required for our salvation has been
offered and communicated to us in Jesus Christ, the wisdom of God
and God’s eternal Son.
Jesus Christ clothed himself in our flesh: God and human in one
person.
We believe that we are illuminated in faith by the unfathomable grace
of the Holy Spirit.
God imparts this gracious gift.
By faith we receive grace to live holy lives in awe and reverence for
God, for we receive what the gospel promises when God gives us the
Holy Spirit.
Faith does not cool our desire for good and holy living, but rather
engenders and excites it in us, leading naturally to good works.
As for the true Church we believe that it ought to be governed in
accordance with the order established by our Lord Jesus Christ.
In this way, pure doctrine can be maintained, the poor and afflicted
can be helped in their need, assemblies can be gathered in the name
of God, and both great and small can be edified. Amen.

Call to Offering

There are numerous ways to give to the work of SCPC. Offering plates will be passed through the pews during the offertory
for checks or cash to be left today. To give online, please scan the QR code on the card in the pew rack or inside the front
cover of the pew pad. You may also mail a check to the church office. If you give online or via the mail, you are invited to
place one of the cards from the pew rack in the plate as it is passed.

Thank you for your support!

Offertory “Near to the Heart of God” arr. Janice Davis

*Doxology Hymn No. 608
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise Christ, all people here below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore;
praise Triune God, whom we adore.

*Prayer of Dedication

Sharing of Joys and Concerns



The Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever. Amen.

*Hymn “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” No. 39

*Charge & Benediction

Postlude “The Solid Rock” arr. Tim Doran

Announcements and Upcoming Events

Infant and Child Care is available for children up to age 3 in Room 101.

Children Worship & Song Children who are already age 3 and up through 2nd
Graders are welcome to come to the program entitled Children, Worship & Song
after the Children’s Message in Room 11. There will be stories using the Godly
Play method, with biblical figures, and even a desert box and interactive
storytelling. At 10:30 am, the Sunday morning Pathways’ teachers will come and
get the children for Exploration Hour.
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Pathways - Age 3 thru 5 Grade Rooms 209 & 210
Oasis - 6™ Grade thru 12" Grade Fireside Room

CAYAM Corner - College Students and Young Adults CAYAM Corner (Ground Floor)

Adult Education Offering Westminster Hall
Each week features a variety of topics and presenters. This week, Pastor Scott will share
from the book The Bible's Yes to Same-Sex Marriage.

Adult Education Offering - “Connect” Room 10
Small group discussion and sharing

Coffee will be served in the Social Hall from 9:00 am - 11:00 am, along with in Exploration Hour offerings.



to Westminster

Hall to hear from
Pastor Scott
about

5
mains ¢ sides ¢ drinks
servers ¢ breakfasts « visitors

I We are hosting 00TC
_at their place @ 318 S. Atherton St.
January 26— Februaz 1

Are you Interested in becoming a Member?
Do you want to learn more about SCPC? Interested in becoming a member?
Please reach out to the church office (officescpc@gmail.com) or 814-238-2422 to
let us know, and we will be happy to share more about who we are, what we do,
and how to become a member.



VISIO N S U M M IT | Come be a part of setting a vision for State College Presbyterian
Church! We'll build clarity and consensus through a fun, positive
process that involves people who care about our church's ministry.
FRI DAY, FEBRUARY This summit will be facilitated by Ministry Architects and we are
6TH hoping for strong participation from staff, volunteers, comm|ttee

600_830 PM members and church leadership.
R Child care available upon request.
Westminster Hall

To register use this gr code or the URL

! https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0C4AACAD2EAA8-61477006-vision

This meeting on February 6 will be the sole opportunity for the whole
congregation to engage in the visioning process. Please RSVP using the QR code
above or visit our website (www.scpresby.org). Childcare will be provided upon
request. If you need childcare for your child, please reach out to Laura Green
(officescpc@gmail.com) at the church office by Monday, February 2.

Annual Congregational Meeting

Sunday, January 25 at 10:30 am
All members are encouraged to stay after worship on Sunday, January 25, for the
Annual Meeting of the Congregation in the sanctuary to hear about the past
year's activities and plans for the future.

The program staff's reports, as well as those from the Ministry Units and
Committees, will be received, and the 2026 budget will be presented. Printed
Annual Reports will be available on the back table that day.

There will be no Adult Education that Sunday, so all may attend the Annual
Meeting and then attend a celebration for Reed Dressler in the Social Hall.


http://www.scpresby.org/
mailto:officescpc@gmail.com

Multigenerational
afternoon gathering for
snacking, and visiting.
Come early to joinin z
viewing worship at 1:45.§8
Join us!
Feb 1, 2:45-4:00
and first Sundays of
every other month.

Sign up: tinyURL.com/Juniper2026 & *

"We are caught in an

inescapable network of

mutuality, tied in a

single garment of destiny.
Whatever affects one / '
directly, affects all —

-The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King in
A Letter from the Birmingham Jail, April 16, 1963

indirectly"




Staff & Leadership
Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation!
Senior Pastor: The Rev. Scott Hoffman
Director of Education and Program: Deannine Shipman
Director of Music Ministry: Heike Burghart Rice
Interim Director of Youth Ministry: Reed Dressler
Financial Administrator: Michelle Fortin
Building Manager: Todd Hockenberry
Assistant Custodian: Chelsea Hockenberry
Church Secretary: Laura Green
Mission Associate: Cricket Hunter
Stay and Play Preschool Director: Laura Seeley
Stay and Play Assistant Director: Dianna Danko
Interim Chrysalis Coordinator: Laura Essinger-Hileman
Kitchen Coordinators: Mike and Amy Gordon

For more information about the church and our programs, please
visit our website at scpresby.org.

If you are an online attendee, we hope you will "sign the pew pad"
virtually by texting "check in" during the welcome and announcement
time so we know you're watching! The phone number is 833-234-

1326.
To give via our Online Giving site, scan the QR Code.

State College Presbyterian Church
132 W. Beaver Avenue
State College, PA 16801
814-238-2422
www.scpresby.org
officescpc@gmail.co



Calendar

Sun 18

PSF Winter Retreat at Krislund

AM 9:00 Childcare, Rm 101

9:00 Coffee Hour, Social Hall

9:30 Worship, Sanctuary

10:00 Children, Worship &
Song, Rm 11

10:30 Exploration Hour

11:30 Session Meeting, Martin
Rm

Mon 19

Church Office and Building are
Closed

Stay and Play is Closed

Tues 20
AM 8:00 Building and Property
Committee Meeting, Rm
10
9:00 SMART Work Day
10:00 Staff Meeting
PM 12:00 Congregational Prayer
Meeting, Zoom
4:00 Little LOGOS, Rm 101
4:00 LOGOS Geckos
5:15 LOGOS Chrysalis
7:30 Handbell Choir

Wed 21
PM 12:00 Wednesday in the Word,
Zoom/Fireside Rm
6:00 FISH, Fireside Rm
6:30 Orpheus Choir Rehearsal,
Choir Rm
6:30 SJMT Committee Meeting,
Zoom/Social Hall
6:45 Safe Church Training
Class, Rm 10/Zoom
7:00 Generosity Committee
Meeting, Martin Rm

Thurs 22
PM 5:30 PSF, Fireside Rm and
CAYAM Corner
7:00 Chancel Choir Rehearsal
7:30 APNC Meeting, Rm 10

Fri 23
FISH Retreat at Krislund

Sat 24
FISH Retreat at Krislund

Sun 25
FISH Retreat at Krislund
AM 9:00 Childcare, Rm 101
9:00 Coffee Hour, Social Hall
9:30 Worship, Sanctuary
10:00 Children, Worship &
Song, Rm 11
10:30 Congregational Meeting,
Sanctuary
10:30 Exploration Hour
PM 1:00 Youth Ministry Committee
Meeting, Zoom



Sunday, January 18, 2026

Isaiah 49:1—7
Listen to me, O coastlands;
pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The Lord called me before I was born;
while I was in my mother’s womb he named me.
He made my mouth like a sharp sword;
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow;
in his quiver he hid me away.
And he said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”
But I said, “I have labored in vain;
I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my cause is with the Lord
and my reward with my God.”

And now the Lord says,
who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,
and that Israel might be gathered to him,
for I am honored in the sight of the Lord,
and my God has become my strength—
he says,
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to restore the survivors of Israel;
I will give you as a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

Thus says the Lord,
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,
the slave of rulers,
“Kings shall see and stand up;
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the Lord, who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

Acts 1:1—8

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and teach until the day when he
was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had
chosen. After his suffering[a] he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying[b] with
them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,”
he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized
with[c] the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”



So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the
kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set
by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

THE CHURCH

In Christ There Is No East or West 318
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ship  of  love through - out the whole wide earth.

gold - en cord close - bind - ing  hu - man - kind.
liv - ing God are sure - ly kin to me.
one in  him through - out the whole wide earth.
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This text formed a very small part of an elaborate Christian missionary pageant in the early 20th century,
yet it has endured while the grander aspects of that production have faded away. Itis set to a simple 19th-
century tune that does not getin the way of its message.

TEXT: John Oxenham, 1908, alt. ST. PETER
MUSIC: Alexander Robert Reinagle, 1836 CM
(alternate tune: MC KEE, 317)



There Is a Balm in Gilead

LAMENT AND LONGING FOR HEALING
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There is a balm in Gil-e-ad to make the wound-ed whole;
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there is a balm in Gil-e-ad to heal the sin-sick soul.
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1 Some-times I feel dis-cour-aged, and think my work’sin vain, but

2 Don’t

ev - er feel dis-cour-aged, for

Je-sus
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Jd,
PR ~ P
R e e e e =
S e
—r— | —
—0 | I [ | loRefrain
| | A I 1 I I [ I | I |- 1
. 1 ! T —~ |
S : =T
then the Ho-ly Spir - it re-vives my soul a - gain. There is a
if  you lack for knowl-edge, he’ll not re-fuse to lend. There is a
tell the love of Je - sus and say,“He died for all.” There is a
. =2
q.',-—s—p—p—"jb_"ﬁffff_’:." :
ES=E=EE = e

[T

| -

This African American spiritual offers a long-delayed answer to the prophet Jeremiah’s question, “Is there
no balm in Gilead?” (Jeremiah 8:22). No earthly remedy can compare with the healing that comes from a
sense of God’s presence; nothing else can heal “the sin-sick soul.”

TEXT: African American spiritual

MUSIC: African American spiritual; arr. Melva Wilson Costen, 1989, alt.

Music Arr. © 1990 Melva Wilson Costen

BALM IN CILEAD
7.6.7.6 with refrain



CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

39

Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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As  thou hast been thou for - ev - er  wilt be.
to thy great faith - ful - ness, mer - cy, and love.
bless -ings all  mine, with ten  thou-sand be - side!
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*Or “Great is thy faithfulness, O Cod, Creator.”
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Written as a meditation on Lamentations 3:22-23, this text is one of the few hymns among the 1200 poems by
this Methodist writer and pastor that has gained much currency. The tune that appears here was composed
especially for these words, and the pairing has proved enduring.

TEXT: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1923
MUSIC: William Marion Runyan, 1923
Text and Music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company

FAITHFULNESS
11.10.11.10 with refrain
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