Ash Wednesday
February 18, 2026

7:00 pm
A //,,;,,/(7
Order of Worship
*The Congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit.
Prelude Zack Maser
Gathering and Welcome Rev. Scott Hoffman

*Passing of the Peace (L: Leader; P: People)
L: The peace of Christ be with you.
P: And also with you.

*Call to Worship Scott Cole
L: God sent Christ into the world not to condemn the world, but that the world
might be saved through him
P: God’s love endures forever
L: God is our refuge and strength, a present help in trouble. Therefore we will
not fear though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the
heart of the sea; though the waters roar and foam, though the mountains
tremble with its tumult
P: God’s love endures forever
L: Let us worship God

*Hymn “Come Now, O Prince of Peace” No. 103



*Litany of Penitence
Leader: Let us pray
People: Holy and merciful God, we confess to you and to one
another, and to the whole communion of saints in heaven and on
earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
L: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We
have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we
have been forgiven.
P: Have mercy on us, O God.
L: We have not listened to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not
been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
P: Have mercy on us, O God.
L: We confess to you, O God, all our past unfaithfulness; the pride, hypocrisy,
and impatience in our lives,
P: we confess to you, O God.
L: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways and our exploitation of other people,
P: we confess to you, O God.
L: Our anger at our own frustrations and our envy of those more fortunate than
ourselves
P: we confess to you, O God.
L: Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in
daily life and work
P: we confess to you, O God.
L: Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith
that is in us.
P: we confess to you, O God.
L: Accept our repentance, O God, for the wrongs we have done. For our neglect
of human need and suffering and our indifference to injustice and cruelty
P: accept our repentance, O God.
L: For false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for
our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us,
P: accept our repentance, O God.
L: For our waste and pollution of your creation and our lack of concern for
those who come after us,
P: accept our repentance, O God.
L: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
P: Favorably hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. Amen



Prayer of Illumination Zack Maser

First Scripture Reading Ellen Woodruff and Emma Pike
Isaiah 58:1-12
Page 600 in the pew Bible
Anthem “Change My Heart, O God”
Second Scripture Reading Garin Stone
Matthew 6:1-6,16-21
Page 787 in the pew Bible
L: This is the Word of the Lord, and let all the people say—
P: Thanks be to God.
Poem/Reading “Marked by Ashes” by Walter Brueggemann
Ollie Rochette
*Hymn “Create in Me a Clean Heart” No. 422

(refer to the projection for change in lyrics)
*Imposition of Ashes

*Assurance of Forgiveness Marti Sawyer
L: Accomplish in us, O God, the works of your salvation
P: That we may show forth your glory in the world
L: By the cross and passion of our savior
P: Bring us with all your saints to the joy of Christ’s resurrection
L: According to the Lord’s abundant mercy, there is forgiveness for all who seek
repentance, and grace for all who turn their hearts to the way of Jesus. Friends,
in Jesus Christ you are forgiven
P: In Jesus Christ we all have peace. Amen and amen.

*Hymn “Sunday’s Palms Are Wednesday’s Ashes”
Sing the Faith No. 2138

Prayer of Thanksgiving



Blessing
L: May God, who has forgiven us, now make us strong for these days ahead.
May Jesus lead us, and we be found faithful to follow. May the spirit drive us
into the wilderness, burning away the chaff of our lives, and purifying our
hearts for all to see and be blessed. And may the blessing of God—Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit; Mercy, Master, and Fire—be with us and remain with us
always.
P: Amen!

Song “Jesus Remember” No. 227
Sing 3 Times

*Congregants are invited to depart in silence. Go in Peace!



