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Welcome to Worship 

August 30, 2026 

9:30 am 
 
 

 State College Presbyterian Church is called to be an inclusive and 

intergenerational community that nurtures belonging, serves with 

love, and lives out God’s transforming work



Serving this Morning 

Ushers: Head Usher: Tracy 

Massaglia 

Ushers:  Terrance Green, Bruce 
Grinder, Katie Nurmi, and Melissa 
Pike 
 
Information Desk: Danielle 
Rhubart 
 
Sound/Projection/Camera: Cyril 
Fubin Kumachang, Scott Thompson, 
and Jerry Sawyer 

Greeters: Fraser Street: Julie 
Palmer and Wanda Duncan 
Parking Lot: Ellen and Rob Werner 
 
Music:  Heike Burghart Rice 
 
Liturgist: Sharon Manno 
 
Coffee Hour:  Jamey Perry, Terri 
Thompson, and Margaret VanFossan

 
The Sanctuary Flowers are given in celebration of our 57th wedding anniversary, 
given by Ginny and Lee Rainey. 
 
Smile! You’re (Maybe) On Camera! Just a friendly heads-up that we are 
livestreaming/recording our service today; thus, you may end up on our YouTube 
video. We are so glad you are here to worship with us! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In response to God’s unconditional love and Jesus’ example of hospitality, State 
College Presbyterian Church is called to be a welcoming community.  We affirm 
all people equally, regardless of, for example, race, ethnicity, citizenship status, 
age, sex/gender identity, sexual orientation, capability, religious background, or 

circumstance of life.  We are committed to removing barriers that separate us.  As 
we gather in worship, fellowship, and service, all are welcome. 



Order of Worship  
                                                    *The Congregation is invited to rise in body or spirit.  

Prelude “The God of Abraham Praise”  arr. Michael Burkhardt 
     

Tolling of the Bell   
   
Welcome and Announcements  Rev. Scott Hoffman 
 
*Passing of the Peace (L: Leader; P: People)  
 L: The peace of Christ be with you. 
 P: And also with you. 
 
*Call to Worship  Deannine Shipman  
 L: Give praise to God! 
 P: Praise the Lord, for it is God who saves 
 L: It is God who forgives 
 P: It is God who delivers. Give thanks and praise to the Lord! 
 L: Let us worship God! 
 
*Hymn “Lift High the Cross” No. 826  
 
*Call to Confession   
   
*Silent Confession 
 
*Corporate Confession    

Lord God, while we were still slaves to sin, you died for our 
salvation. Yet we still worship the false gods of the world, forgetting 
that you are Lord. Loving worldly wealth, we have not loved you 
with our whole heart nor loved our neighbors as ourselves. Trusting 
worldly strength, we have not trusted your word nor followed the 
Word-made-flesh. Forgiving by worldly norms, we have not shown 
mercy to others as you have shown mercy to us. Forgive us yet again, 
we pray in Christ’s name. Amen. 

 
*Assurance of Pardon   
 L: Friends, this is the Good News of the Gospel: 
 P: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 



*Response to Assurance 
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Prayer for Inspiration  Sharon Manno  
  
First Scripture Reading  Jeremiah 15:15–21 
   Page 626 in the Pew Bible 
 
Anthem “Children of God” Ned Wetherald  
 
Children’s Time    

Parents and Guardians, please take note that during the children's message, children may be photographed or video 
recorded due to our live stream. The video/images may be used without compensation by the church for promotional 
purposes in digital or print media.  If you do not wish for your child to be in the live stream, the front pew/row of chairs 
is not in the live shot. 

 
Celebrating the Retirement of Deannine Shipman 
 
Song after Children’s Time        “Seek Ye First” Hymn No. 175 
 Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
 and its righteousness, 
 and all these things shall be added unto you. 
 Allelu, alleluia! 
 
Second Scripture Reading  Matthew 16:21–28 
   Page 798 in the Pew Bible 
 L: This is the Word of the Lord, and let all the people say— 
 P: Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon Life and Death Rev. Scott Hoffman 



*Hymn “Will You Come and Follow Me” No. 726 
 
*Fifth Sunday Mission Offering Received 
  See Announcement for details 
  
*Affirmation of Faith 
  Excerpted from A Brief Statement of Faith 

In life and in death we belong to God. 
 Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
 we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
 whom alone we worship and serve. 
We trust in Jesus Christ, 
 Fully human, fully God. 
 Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
 preaching good news to the poor 
 and release to the captives, 
 teaching by word and deed 
 and blessing the children, 
 healing the sick 
 and binding up the brokenhearted, 
 eating with outcasts, 
 forgiving sinners, 
 and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
 Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 
 Jesus was crucified, 
 suffering the depths of human pain 
 and giving his life for the sins of the world. 
 God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
 vindicating his sinless life, 
 breaking the power of sin and evil, 
 delivering us from death to life eternal. 
With believers in every time and place, 
 we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
 can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
   

 



Call to Offering    
There are numerous ways to give to the work of SCPC. Offering plates will be passed through the pews during the 
offertory for checks or cash to be left today. To give online, please scan the QR code on the card in the pew rack or inside 
the front cover of the pew pad.  You may also mail a check to the church office. If you give online or via the mail, you are 
invited to place one of the cards from the pew rack in the plate as it is passed. 

 Thank you for your support! 

 
Offertory   “Holy Ground” Geron Davis  
    
*Doxology  Avery and Marsh  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise God, all creatures here below;  
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 Amen. (x7) 
 
*Prayer of Dedication  
 
Sharing of Joys and Concerns 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

    
*Hymn “We Will Go Out with Joy” No. 539  
 

*Charge & Benediction  
   
Postlude “The Trees of the Field” Stuart Dauermann

 
 
 
 

 
 



Announcements and Upcoming Events 
 

 
 

 
First-Time Visitor! 

Is this your first time visiting SCPC? We’re so glad you’re here! 
After worship today, please stop by one of the doors to meet a 
church member— and get “mugged” with an SCPC mug filled 
with goodies.  If you’d like more information about our church, 
feel free to reach out to us at officescpc@gmail.com or complete 
our Welcome Card located in the pew or online by scanning the QR Code. 

 
 

Come Ring the Bell! 
To sign up your child or youth to ring the bell, please use the QR Code 
to sign up. A reminder will be sent the day before your scheduled date. 
On the Sunday your child or youth is scheduled to ring the bell, 
families should meet Todd, our Building Manager, on the balcony near 
the Tower Room at 9:20 am.  
 
 

mailto:officescpc@gmail.com


 
 
 

 
Men's Fellowship Group 

The Men’s Covenant Group and Men’s Bible Study Group have joined together to 
launch the 5th Monday Men’s Fellowship Group—offering a third fellowship 
opportunity for men. This is nondenominational and open to all seeking a new 
way to interact and grow in our faith. We will meet TOMORROW at 6:00 in 
the Social Hall, and Pastor Scott will join us for pizza and discussion. For more 
information, please contact Rob Huffard: rhuffard@outlook.com or 
Bob Igo: rli2@psu.edu. 

 
 

Game Day Parking Fundraiser 
On PSU home football Saturdays, full-day 
parking will be offered in the church parking 
lot on a first-come, first-served basis for $40. 
Proceeds will benefit Stay and Play Preschool 
and the Hekima Place Service Trip. Enjoy 
convenient parking for the games while 
supporting a meaningful cause! 
 
The parking lot will open at 10:00 am 
on Saturday, September 5, for the first 
Penn State Home Game of the Season! 

 

mailto:rhuffard@outlook.com
mailto:rli2@psu.edu


LOGOS and FISH registration is open! 
LOGOS is our midweek program for children and youth in grades 1–8. This 
four-part Christian nurture program includes Bible Study, Worship Skills, 
Recreation/Activities, and Dinner. Our year kicks off on Tuesday, September 
15, at 6:30 pm with our Klondike Kickoff for parents and children/youth. 
Families may register that evening or register online now through our website. 
 
FISH is our high school youth group and meets on selected Thursday evenings 
from 6:00–8:00 pm. Our first FISH gathering of the year will be Thursday, 
September 10. 
Online registration for both LOGOS and FISH is now open! 

 
 

 
 
This year’s social event will benefit Camp Krislund and honor the 
dedicated SCPC volunteers who worked tirelessly over the years to 
save and improve our beloved camp. There is no charge to attend, but 
donations to Krislund are appreciated. The suggested donation is $50 per person, 
but please give as you are able. Donations can be made through the SCPC 
website, by check to SCPC with “Krislund” in the memo, or at the event. 

 



Sunday Potluck Celebration – September 13 
The Congregational Fellowship Committee (CFC) is excited to continue our 
Sunday Potluck Celebrations throughout the year! Our first potluck on July 5 was 
a tremendous success, and we're looking forward to gathering around the table 
again. 
 
Join us on Sunday, September 13 for our next potluck, featuring a 
Back-to-School theme. The potluck will take place immediately following 
worship in place of the Exploration House. Regular educational programming 
will begin the following week. 
 
Everyone is welcome! Bring a favorite dish to share, or simply come and enjoy 
good food and fellowship with your church family. If you would like to help with 
the potluck, please contact Jamey Perry at jrp5@psu.edu or 814-883-0350. 

 
 

 
 

SCPC is often called on to help people in our community who are experiencing a 
crisis.  When mission partner caseworkers reach out to us, the Compassion 
Fund is what we draw from to help meet these emergent needs.   
 
This collection is separate from our regular Sunday collections.  Today, there will 
be baskets at the front of the church, on the back tables, and on the balcony 
tables.  Pastor Scott will invite us to rise to make donations in those baskets 
during the second hymn, right after the sermon.  If you prefer, you may also use 
the QR code to make a donation online — look for this graphic on the donation 
page to choose the Compassion Fund 



Staff & Leadership 
Ministers: Every Member of the Congregation! 

Senior Pastor: The Rev. Scott Hoffman 
Director of Education and Program: Deannine Shipman 

Director of Music Ministry: Heike Burghart Rice 
Financial Administrator: Michelle Fortin 

Building Manager: Todd Hockenberry 
Assistant Custodian: Chelsea Hockenberry 

Church Secretary: Laura Green 
Mission Associate: Cricket Hunter 

Stay and Play Preschool Director: Laura Seeley 
Stay and Play Assistant Director: Dianna Danko 

Interim Chrysalis Coordinator: Laura Essinger-Hileman 
Kitchen Coordinators: Mike and Amy Gordon 

 
 
 

For more information about the church and our programs, please 
visit our website at scpresby.org. 

 
If you are an online attendee, we hope you will "sign the pew pad" 
virtually by texting "check in" during the welcome and announcement 
time so we know you're watching! The phone number is 833-234-
1326.    

To give via our Online Giving site, scan the QR Code. 
 
 

 
 

State College Presbyterian Church 
132 W. Beaver Avenue 

State College, PA 16801 
814-238-2422 

www.scpresby.org 
officescpc@gmail.com



Calendar
Sun 30 
Celebrating Deannine Shipman 
AM   9:00 Childcare, Rm 101 
 9:30 Worship, Sanctuary 
 10:00 Summer Pathways, Rm 

10 
 10:30 CAYAM Corner 
 10:30 Coffee Hour, Social Hall 
 10:30 Connect, Fireside Rm 
 11:00 Ringing for Fun, Choir 

Rm 
  
Mon 31 
PM  6:00 Men’s Fellowship Group, 

Social Hall 
 7:00 Virtual Centering Prayer, 

Zoom 
  
Tues 1 
Stay and Play First Day of 
School 
AM 10:00 Staff Meeting 
PM 12:00 Congregational Prayer 

Meeting, Zoom 
 7:00 Personnel Committee 

Meeting, Rm 10 
 
 
 

Wed 2 
PM 12:00 Wednesday in the Word, 

Zoom/Fireside Rm 
 6:30 Orpheus Rehearsal, Choir 

Rm 
 
Thurs 3 
PM 5:00 Worship Committee 

Meeting, Rm 10 
 5:30 PSF, Fireside Rm & 

CAYAM Corner 
 6:00 Chancel Choir Potluck & 

Rehearsal, Choir Rm & 
Social Hall 

 6:30 Men’s Covenant Group, 
Martin Rm 

  
 
Sat 5 
AM 10:00 Game Day Parking 

benefiting Stay and Play 
 
Sun 6 
Communion Sunday 
AM   9:00 Childcare, Rm 101 
 9:30 Worship, Sanctuary 
 10:30 CAYAM Corner 
 10:30 Coffee Hour, Social Hall 
 10:30 Connect, Fireside Rm 

 
  
 



Sunday, August 30, 2026 
 
Jeremiah 15:15–21 
O Lord, you know; 
    remember me and visit me, 
    and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. 
In your forbearance do not take me away; 
    know that on your account I suffer insult. 
Your words were found, and I ate them, 
    and your words became to me a joy 
    and the delight of my heart, 
for I am called by your name, 
    O Lord, God of hosts. 
I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, 
    nor did I rejoice; 
under the weight of your hand I sat alone, 
    for you had filled me with indignation. 
Why is my pain unceasing, 
    my wound incurable, 
    refusing to be healed? 
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, 
    like waters that fail. 
 
Therefore thus says the Lord: 
If you turn back, I will take you back, 
    and you shall stand before me. 
If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless, 
    you shall serve as my mouth. 
It is they who will turn to you, 
    not you who will turn to them. 
And I will make you to this people 
    a fortified wall of bronze; 
they will fight against you, 
    but they shall not prevail over you, 
for I am with you 
    to save you and deliver you, 
            says the Lord. 
I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked 
    and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. 
 

Matthew 16:21–28 

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great 

suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be 

raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must 

never happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance[a] 

to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 

 

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and take up 

their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their 



life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their 

life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay 

everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste 

death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 
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